CRITICAL THINKING

INDUCTIVE ARGUMENTS: Inductive Generalizations 
COMPONENTS
Sample Class


Feature in Question


Target Class or Individual



The class we know or

the feature we are predicting

The class we are making the inference
have experience with

that the target class will have

about 
MODEL OF AN ARGUMENT FOR AN INDUCTIVE GENERALIZATION 
(1)
Some percentage of Sample X 
 is like target class Y (they both have property a, b, and c)

All cats I know




all cats

(2)
Some percentage of Sample X 
has feature f.



 

All cats I know 


make me sneeze

____________________________________________________________

Therefore, target class Y 
has feature f.


All cats
       
make me sneeze
NOTE:  In inductive generalizations the sample class is a member or part of the target class.
EXAMPLE 1:  
CONCLUSION/PREDICTION:  Every one year old I’ve ever known has smiled back at me when I smile at them.  Kim’s one year old will smile at me.
SAMPLE GROUP: 

TARGET GROUP: 
FEATURE BEING PREDICTED:  
EXAMPLE 2:  
CONCLUSION/PREDICTION: Red delicious apples are mushy.
SAMPLE GROUP: 

TARGET GROUP: 
FEATURE BEING PREDICTED:  












