CRITICAL THINKING

ONLY RELEVANT DIFFERENCE



COMMON THREAD 





If an effect is present in one situation but


If an effect is present in multiple situations
is not present in other similar situations


any common thread that unites those situations
any difference that seem relevant between

are prime candidates for being the cause
situations in which the effect does occur

and situations in which it doesn’t, are 

candidates for being the cause of the effect.

Useful for testing a causal hypothesis.


Helps to formulate a hypothesis.









Is usually not conclusive as there may be

Can be used in testing a hypothesis fairly

many common threads between the


conclusively. 






situations.  Should be tested using only










relevant difference reasoning.

1. Mr. Guinea Pig starts squeaking whenever I get something out of the refrigerator.  He must think I’m getting food for him.

2. Last night I couldn’t go to sleep.  I wonder if it was the Coke I had before going to bed.

