CRITICAL THINKING

IDENTIFYING CLAIMS

A claim is a sentence whose main purpose is to convey something that is either true or false.  Many sentences do not make claims.

1.  Go home!

2.  The bookstore is open but it doesn’t have my textbook in yet.

3.  People who start smoking when they’re teenagers are less likely to be able to stop smoking than those who start when they are older.  We should keep teenagers from smoking.
4.  I don’t know whether you read the textbook or not.

5.  I promise to turn off the airconditioner when I leave.

6.  Maria has a cold.

7.  Hello.
8.  Hurray!

9.  Could you pass the salt?
10.  Time is a river.

11.  Babies whose parents use A&D lotion are 30% less likely to get a rash.  And you can buy it over the counter.

12.  Why do seagulls fly over the sea?  Because if they flew over the bay they would be bagels.
