CATEGORICAL LOGIC

GUIDELINES: Translating into Standard Form 

FORM

Quantifier

Subject class
are/are not

Predicate class
All


domestic dogs
are


canine.

Some

birds



are 

black.
All


things of beauty

are

things of joy.

1)  Sentences without a quantifier:

Plants are organic.

All plants are organic.

2)  Sentences with different verb:

Every person has their quirks.

All people are people with quirks.

3)  Sentences with a different tense:

Tricker or treaters used to get cookies as well as candy.

All tricker or treaters are people who used to get cookies as well as candy.

4)  Sentences with unclear subjects:
Whenever I go to her house I start sneezing.

All times I go to her house are times in which I start sneezing.

5)  Utterances about an individual:
(become A or E claims)
Daisy likes catnip.

All cats identical to Daisy are cats who like catnip.

Daisy does not like beef jerky.

No cats who are identical to Daisy are creatures that like beef jerky.

6)  Sentences with mass nouns: (some universal, some partial)
Liver has a terrible texture.

All examples of liver are items with a terrible texture.
Dark chocolate is delicious.

Some examples of dark chocolate are delicious.

7)  Sentences with the word “only”:
Only children are allowed to pick apples.

Form:  Only Xs are Ys.


------(
All Ys are Xs.
All people who are allowed to pick apples are children
The only people who finished the race are adults.

Form:  The only X’s are Ys.

----(

All Xs are Ys.
All people who finished the race are adults.
