TYPES OF STATEMENTS

(Twentieth Century Philosophy)

We sometimes divide statements about the world into FACTS and OPINIONS.

FACT:  We only call a statement a fact if we think it expresses something which is “objectively” true.  Example:  It’s a fact that Obama won the 2008 election.


OPINION:  A statement, about a factual or non-factual matter.  We usually only call a statement an opinion if we think that 

(1) it hasn’t been proven to be true, or

(2) Can’t be proven to be true because it’s too subjective.

However, opinions can be true, can express facts.
STATEMENT CONTENT

Factual matter

A sentence is about a factual matter if it is about something such that there is a truth of the matter, whether we agree or not.  That is, we cannot just agree to disagree, saying each of us is correct.   Statements that describe factual matters are called DESCRIPTIVE.

Example:  The moon is made out of blue-cheese.

Non-factual matter

A sentence is about a non-factual matter if it is about something such that there is no one truth of the matter.  That is, we can agree to disagree, saying each of us is correct.   Statements about non-factual matters are called VALUE or PRESCRIPTIVE statements, because they reflect certain VALUES.

Example:  A finger nail moon is more beautiful than a full moon.

VALUE STATEMENTS

A value statement is:

(1) A statement about what action a person should take.  It is prescriptive in that it expresses an “ought.”  Example:  You should save money.
(2) A statement about how the world should be.  It is normative in that it states a norm or standard.  Example:  We ought not to lie.
(3) A statement about how something should be evaluated, whether by itself or in comparison.  It is normative in that it states a norm or standard.  Example:  Saving money is good.
1. Your brother is 6 feet 2 inches tall.

2. Helen is beautiful.

3. Zoe is hungry.

4. Jack is a fine man.

5. You shouldn’t leave the water running.

6. You shouldn’t hit your brother.

