ETHICAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES

ASSUMPTIONS AS PART OF THE ETHICAL PROCESS (Brown)

When we make judgments about ethical issues, assumptions about the world affect our proposals.   Assumptions are statements of our general beliefs world view.  For example, if I propose that we should revoke laws that only pertain to the protection of the individual, one assumption that may support that is the view that people thrive on independence.

How we differ

We are all basically alike



Others are different

How we discover the truth

Listen to experts





Engage in dialogue

How we achieve best results

Independent of others




Dependent of others

How we maintain order

Strict enforcement of rules



Intense development









of community

The most important rights are

The rights of the citizens



The rights of the owners

The basis of social relations is


Equality






Status

What makes a position legitimate is

The consent of participants



Tradition

What work offers us

Intrinsic meaning/value




A way of attaining 
something, Instrumental 
value

What needs protection

Individual rights





Social harmony

How we achieve best results

Independent of others




Dependent of others
How people respond to giving

Giving to people weakens them


Giving fosters others to give

