Context:  a response to a letter commenting on the public’s reaction to a murder  

The letter writer said (1) it is cold to dismiss the tragedies that strike those we don’t know, and she suggested that (2) we would be a better society if we cared more about our fellow citizens even when we don’t know them.  While it is hard to quarrel with such sentiments, (3) it is also true that we’d be in tears and deep depression at all times if we actually took to heart the tragedies that afflict those we don’t know.  (4) We are steeped in news of murder, genocide and earthquakes.  (5) We watch these stories unfolding on the TV news as we eat popcorn and enjoy soft drinks.  (6) It’s callous and macabre, but (7) psychic numbing seems necessary if we are to go to work in the morning and function.  WITA, p. 526, #11
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