ALL-THINGS-CONSIDERED ARGUMENTS
Context:  a letter about the value of methadone treatment
(1) There is certain merit to the characterization of methadone treatment as a substitution of one addition for another.  However, (2) when it is legally available, methadone reduces crime and (3) permits an addict to lead a relatively productive life.  (4) The alternative, in the case of heroin, is a totally wasted life of crime and imprisonment.  While I strongly believe in (5) the restoration of personal responsibility in American life, (6) available alternative therapies have a poor record of ending heroin addiction.  (7) Methadone at least protects the rest of us and (8) helps an addict become self-supporting.
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