Philosophical Perspectives of Language, Roger Stainton

Chapter 1, Introduction

Study Questions

Concepts/Distinctions/Skills

Language as a system of tools

Language as something we learn

Language as something we use

Theories of meaning

Subject-predicate form

Type/token

Letter types/letter tokens

Expressions/referents

Use/mention

Briefly describe the introductory sketches Stainton gives of three possible perspectives of language.  

Give two reasons why philosophers should be interested in the philosophy of language.  
Explain at least two possible ways of looking at the relationship between language and thought.  
Explain and give an example of the type/token distinction.  

Explain and give an example of the use/mention distinction.

What is the referent of any given expression?  Explain both concepts and give an example.

