PERFORMANCE ART PIECE, LISA FRANKLIN



For further information, please contact


    Lisa Franklin 916 517 5376

           littlemonkeybelly@hotmail.com

PRESS RELEASE
_______________________________________________________________________

“1848”
15 August 2008, Friday:  the day of the Mid-Autumn Festival, also known as the Lantern Festival, in which abundance and togetherness is celebrated
Taking place on the Sacramento River, beginning at approximately 5 AM at

Garcia Bend Park Boat Launch

Ending at approximately 10 AM at the Green Bridge in Walnut Grove; just 
South of Locke

Inspired by the short film, Bittersweet Roots:  The Chinese in California’s Heartland, Lisa Franklin will place 1,848 Chinese floating lanterns in the waters of the Sacramento River starting from the boat launch at Garcia Bend Park and ending at the Green Bridge at Walnut Grove.

Every essence of Franklin’s performance art piece is symbolic and meaningful.  Placing 1,848 floating lanterns along the Sacramento River are symbolic of the year in which the Chinese began to arrive and a section along the Delta in which they settled.  The length of time and the tediousness of placing the lanterns along the river symbolize the lengthy journey the Chinese took in arriving to Northern California.

The performance will commemorate and pay homage to the auspicious dreams the Chinese aspired to achieve as they began their long journey to Sacramento from China.  The lanterns not only memorialize the Chinese and their achievements, but symbolize the roads they paved and their well wishes for future Chinese generations.

Beginning at Garcia Bend, the first 38 lanterns will be lit as a “Thank you” for each year of Franklin’s life as a Multi-Ethnic Chinese-American; who, as one among many, may not be here today if it weren’t for Chinese immigration to California.

OBSERVATION:

Franklin’s Performance Art Piece will take place along the Sacramento River between Garcia Bend Park (5 AM) and Walnut Grove (ending approximately 10 AM).

There are a multitude of locations along the river to observe the performance.  If you would like to watch the lit lantern portion of the performance, there is beach area at Garcia Bend (5 AM).  If you would like to observe the conclusion of the performance, there is space along the road that leads towards Locke, and in Walnut Grove near and at the Green Bridge.

