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RPTA 182: Travel & Tourism 

The New Boston Discovers the Old (Part II)
You probably noticed that the first set of questions took you step by step to pg. 161 of the Boston article. These questions take you through the rest of the article. 

1. Boston is well-known throughout the country as the most important city in American history. Beginning on pg. 163, several of the important events that protected this history (and made it available to visitors) are highlighted. Summarize these in a bulleted list that will make it easy for you to remember. Important dates are:

a. 1818:

b. 1951:

c. 1973:

2. The article tells us that between 1980 and 1993, attendance was low at Freedom Trail sites. Not surprising since we’ve already discussed that the acute interest in heritage tourism in the United States is an invention of the mid-1990s (it should be noted that this is a generalization, and indeed, heritage sites like Colonial Williamsburg were extremely popular before the mid-1990s – but such places were the rarity in heritage tourism, not the norm). That Boston is now known for its history is odd because of its high use of eminent domain to acquire and raze older, dilapidated neighborhoods (Boston’s West End is the most well-known example of this nation-wide). 
a. Boston had two seemingly opposite opponent groups to this type of urban renewal that had different motives, but a common goal. What were the two groups?

b. Other articles have criticized the “museumization” of old houses and districts (like in Charleston, SC), because it tends to suck the life out of these areas. What is the difference between those structures and Boston’s historic neighborhoods? (The answer is two-fold, with part being on pg. 169 specifically, and the other part being implied by the reading between pp. 166 and 169.)
3. In commercial recreation, we tend to dismiss the importance of some of the other areas of recreation. Yet, one of Boston’s main tourist attractions is the Boston Common, the first public park in the country (the adjacent Boston Public Garden was the first botanical garden in the country). If you’re into luxury hotels, you’ll find that the Ritz-Carlton faces the Common. The Common is also the anchor for Boston’s famed “Emerald Necklace,” a tourist attraction in itself, also used heavily by local residents. What is the Emerald Necklace, who designed it, and what other famous city park did he design (also a well-known tourist attraction). (You’ll have to go online for this information, but if you Google Boston Emerald Necklace, it should be quite easy.)
4. The American Revolution began in Boston, and the “urban revolution” also began in this city. 

a. What is the single most influential project in Boston, and perhaps in all urban America? (Hint: It’s not the Big Dig, although that would have been a good guess. Highly criticized now for being over-budget, time should prove the Big Dig to be another very influential Boston project as cities around the country have already started to imitate it.)

b. The answer to 4a is used both by locals and tourists – but the two groups use the location differently. How so?
c. South Street Seaport will be highly criticized in the Boyer article for being too theatrical, a tableau. What is a defense of the answer to 4a that might also apply to South Street Seaport given in this article?

5. One reason we look so much at Boston is that it is a great tourism case study. But more importantly to us in Sacramento, Boston provides some excellent examples of how to market your city to tourists and to local residents. As mentioned before, the Sac Railyards in their dilapidated, but historic state, are an urban success story waiting to happen. Boston is also a waterfront city. What are some things Boston has done with its waterfront that Sacramento (and West Sacramento) have failed to accomplish? 
