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CSUS, Environmental Studies Department, 6000 J St., Sacramento, CA 95819-6001

Email:mlstevens@prodigy.net

Email2: stevensm@csus.edu
Office Phone: (916) 278-2914
Cell Phone: (916) 765-7397

QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY

Executive Director, HIMA Mesopotamia, Water and Peace in the Middle East. Hima Mesopotamia is an international multi-cultural non-governmental organization dedicated to the people and animals of the Tigris Euphrates watershed.  By creating a network of individuals & organizations that are involved in water, health, ecological, economic, and human rights issues in the Middle East, Hima Mesopotamia aims to provide a forum for cultural and environmental information exchange to support ecological and cultural health.

Over 20 years experience in riparian/ wetland research, including expertise in California environmental regulations (Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, NEPA, and CEQA), environmental policy, watershed planning and community groups, public outreach/ education and restoration planning and implementation. Participation in California Wetland Monitoring Workgroup sponsored by the CA State Water Board including wetland inventory development, implementation, and use of data to improve wetland management in California. Certified in Level 2 California Rapid Assessment Methodology (CRAM) for riparian systems and meadows working groups. 
Over 20 years experience as restoration ecologist working with research institutions, state and local governments, and private sector (consulting and Non-Government Organization non-profit) on riparian and wetland restoration.  Experience includes scientific research on restoration trajectories, writing restoration plans with associated permit requirements, and providing education on restoration policy and implementation. 

Project Manager for CA Department of Water Resources Flood Protection Program, Managed $5 million restoration contracts.  Project Manager for Iraq AWARE and Eden Again/ Iraq Foundation working with eco-cultural restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes of southern Iraq, including participation in international conservation, indigenous rights, peace park development, and policy in Iraq.

Ethnobotanist working with local California and Mexican Indian tribes and basket-weavers, and the ethnoecology of the Mesopotamian Marsh dwellers in southern Iraq.  Inclusion of ethnoecology, Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Traditional Resource Management in restoration planning, conservation and social justice. 
. Over fifteen years teaching experience including the following: Assistant Professor in CSUS Environmental Studies Dept. since 2007; two years as tenure track faculty at Imperial Valley College; three years as adjunct faculty, Environmental Studies Dept., CSU Sacramento; one year adjunct faculty at the University of San Francisco; six years teaching assistant U.C. Davis; and three years adjunct faculty at The Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA.
EDUCATION

Ph.D., 1999
Restoration Ecology


University of California, Davis

Dissertation Title: The Ethnoecology and Autecology of White Root (Carex barbarae): Implications for Restoration 
MS, 1983
Land Resources


University of Wisconsin, Madison

Thesis Title: 
Effects of Mowing on Shrub Encroachment in a Sedge Meadow at the Leopold Memorial Reserve, WI

BA, 1979
Environmental Journalism

Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA

Special Major: Environmental Journalism (Including Botany, Journalism, and Natural Resource Management)

PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH INTERESTS

Restoration of riparian and wetland ecosystems (including vernal pools); Wetland science and policy including water supply, functional assessment, wetland delineation, conservation, management, and education; Ethnoecology of California landscapes; Restoration and Ethnoecology of wetlands and waters of Middle East; Intellectual property rights and social justice for indigenous and local people; International conservation conventions and water law
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor, California State University Sacramento, Fall 2007 to present

Faculty in Environmental Studies Department, teaching ENVS 10 Environmental Science,  ENVS 158 Wetlands Ecology,  ENVS 151 Restoration Ecology, ENVS 163 Ethnoecology,  ENVS 112 International Environmental Problems, ENVS 121 Field Methods, and ENVS 120 Quantitative Methods. Serve on Faculty Senate, Sustainability Committee, and One World Initiative Committee. Actively involved in Community Service. Ongoing research on ethnoecology and historic ecology of riparian restoration on the Cosumnes River; eco-cultural restoration and equitable water rights sharing on Tigris Euphrates watershed.  
Assistant Professor, Imperial Valley College, El Centro, CA, Fall 2005 to August 2007

Faculty and Director of Environmental Science Program, teaching Environmental Science; Botany; and Ethnobotany, lecture and field trip format, curricula development.  Courses included Environmental Science, Botany, and Ethnobotany. Developed Environmental Lecture Series and brought speakers to campus and community. I sponsored the Environmental Student Organization and sponsored recycling on campus. Extensive community service and public outreach in Imperial Valley, especially concerning air quality and human health. 
Instructor, Graduate Program in Environmental Management, University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA, 2004-2005

Adjunct Faculty, Ecoscience, Applied Ecology and Restoration Ecology; lecture format, curriculum development and field trips.

Instructor, ENVS 10, CSUS, Sacramento, CA, Fall 2001-Spring 2004

     

Adjunct Faculty, Environmental Science 10, lecture format, curricula development and field trips 

Instructor, Environmental Responsibility Training & Wetlands, CA DWR, 2001-2004  

Train all DWR staff in environmental regulations, wetland ecology, changes in Clean Water Act regulations, state and federal Endangered Species Act, state regulations (1600 agreements), CEQA, NEPA, FESA, and CESA

Wetlands Instructor, Jones & Stokes, 1999-2001

Train staff in wetland ecology, delineation, regulation, restoration and value and function assessment





.

Instructor, Wetlands Ecology, Policy and Management (EST 199, 299), U.C. Davis


Developed curricula and taught a graduate course in Wetlands Ecology, Policy, and

Management 




Teaching Assistant, Environmental Studies 110 (TA 1 semester, gave one lecture), U.C. Davis;






BioSci 1C – Botany (TA 3 semesters, taught labs), U.C. Davis; Nature and Culture (TA 2 summer sessions plus fall semesters), U.C. Davis; Vegetation of California (TA 3 semesters, one lecture), U.C. Davis

Adjunct Faculty, Wetlands Ecology, Instructor (1989-1991), The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA Developed curricula and taught a graduate level course with field trips in Wetland Ecology with both lectures and field trips 

RESEARCH / PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Restoration Ecologist and Project Manager, CA Department of Water Resources, Sacramento, CA, 10-2003 to 6-29-2005

Project manager under the Flood Protection Management Program, managing over $5 million dollars of contracts combining floodplain ecological restoration and increased floodplain capacity.  Project duties also include wetland training of staff, wetland delineation, and environmental planning for flood projects.

Restoration Ecologist and Project Manager, Eden Again/ Iraq Foundation, Sacramento, CA, October 2002- October 2003. 

Project manager for Eden Again project to restore the Mesopotamian Marshes of southern Iraq. Managed blue ribbon Technical Advisory Panel of wetland experts, helped convene International Technical Advisory Panel Restoration Planning Workshop, provided background reports on culture and ecology of Mesopotamian Marshlands, and co-authored “Building a Scientific Basis for Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshlands.” Project Management responsibilities include networking and outreach to the international conservation and health community, local and national ecological scientific community, the media and general public. Co-presented at the COP-8 Ramsar Convention in Valencia, Spain and at the UNEP Roundtable on the Mesopotamian Marshlands in Geneva, Switzerland. Funded by Iraq Foundation through the U.S. Department of State.

Environmental Scientist III – Restoration/  Wetlands Ecologist and Botanist, California Department of Water Resources, Sacramento, CA, 10-2001 to  10-2000

Responsibilities include restoration planning and resource assessment for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Comprehensive Study. Developed Environmental Awareness training for DWR Staff. Develop protocols and study design for evaluating success of DWR Mitigation sites. 

Senior Environmental Specialist IV - Restoration Ecologist, Botanist, Project Manger, Jones & Stokes, Sacramento, CA, 1999-2001
 


Responsibilities include preliminary design development for riparian restoration projects in California, rare plant surveys, development of mitigation and monitoring protocols for flood control/restoration projects, wetland delineations, resource assessment and report preparation under California Environmental Quality Act, National Environmental Policy Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered Species Act. Skills include senior scientist, project management, and staff supervision (see Published Reports). 

Ethnobotany Post Doc with Dr. M. Kat Anderson, U.C. Davis and NRCS, 1998-1999

Responsibilities include writing over 64 ethnobotany field guides published by the Natural Resource Conservation Service Plant Data Base (see Published Reports). 

Post Graduate Researcher III, U.C. Davis and Corps of Engineers, 1992-1998


Responsibilities include obtaining grants, project management, and site assessment for Cache Slough Mitigation Bank in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for 6 years, including experimental design, implementation and assessment of plant ecology, water quality, and site stability, sedimentation and erosion over time. Skills include grant writing, marketing, and project management (see Published Reports).

 Environmentalist IV, Senior Wetlands Ecologist, WA Dept of Ecology, Olympia, WA, 1987-1991

Responsibilities include designing guidelines for restoration and mitigation (including mitigation banking and buffer recommendations); assisted with King County Storm water and Wetlands research project, Inter-agency Wetland Delineation Team instructor, senior scientist providing quality control and training for staff. Skills include senior scientist, training instructor, staff supervision, expert witness testimony, writing and producing booklets, and grant manager (see Published Reports).

Wetlands Ecologist, U.S. EPA, Boise, ID, 1986-1987




Responsibilities include research on riparian and wetland mitigation sites, developed mitigation bank, performed wetland delineation, value and function assessment, 404(b) (1) Guidelines alternatives analysis, and mitigation and restoration development. Responsibilities also included identification of priority wetland resource areas, advanced identification proposals (long range watershed planning), expert testimony, consent decree negotiations, and extensive public outreach/education.

GRANTS, AWARDS AND PROPOSALS
2011-2012 Faculty Promotion and Development Funds


Summer 2012
2012 SSIS Faculty Council Travel Award



Summer 2012
2012-2013 Instructionally Related Activities Funding Request, Environmental Student Internship









Summer 2012

UEI Award for professional development



Spring 2012
UEI Award for professional development



Summer 2012
Center for Teaching and Learning FLC Writing and Submitting Grant Proposals









Spring-Fall 2012

2011-2012 National Endowment for the Humanities Grant, selected by SSIS for national submission, Healing the Culture, Restoring the Land: Miwok Traditional Resource Management of Fish, Fiber Plants and Fire on the Cosumnes River, California, not funded


Fall 2011
 SSIS Faculty Council Travel Award




Fall 2011
2009-2010 Faculty Promotion and Development Funds


Fall 2011

2009-2010 Research and Creative Activity Awards Project Report, A comparative Study: Water Rights, Biodiversity and Cultural Resource Management in the Tigris –Euphrates Watershed and Sacramento-San Joaquin Rivers






Spring 2010

Faculty Professional Development Award



Spring 2010
SSIS Faculty Council Travel Awards




Spring 2010 

IRA Grants, student research assistance




2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
Ecohydrology Research Contract Vernal Pool 



Fall 2009-present
Research and Creative Activity Award 2009 summer fellowship

Summer 2009
2008-2009 ISR/SSIS Fellows Program




Spring 2009

2008-2009 Probationary Faculty Development Grant


Spring 2009

Awarded 3 units of assigned time and a monetary grant of $500  

2008 UEI Faculty Development Award




Fall 2008

Received $1,000 for professional development expenses.

2008 SSIS Summer Research and Pedagogy Award


Summer 2008

Received $2,000.00 for proposal on the eco-cultural restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes, including conducting interviews with Iraqi’s on restoration and human justice progress in southern Iraq since 2002.  

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Society of Wetland Scientists, Society of Ecological Restoration, Ecological Society of America, California Native Plant Society, California Indian Basketweavers Association, Society of Ethnobiology, National Wildlife Federation

Primary Literature (Peer Reviewed) Publications

Stevens, M.L.  In prep. Mesopotamian Marshes, Iraq – Before and After War: EcoCultural Restoration or Salt Encrusted Wasteland? Water History Journal. Requested by Dr. Jack Hayes and Dr. Mirits Ertson (Editor), three part special issue of the Water History Journal.
Stevens, M. L. Submitted for peer review July 2012. Healing the People, Healing the Land: Weaving Ethnoecology Curricula into the Environmental Studies Programs. Environmental Studies and Sciences Editorial Office, requested for special issue by Dr. Nancy Rich, Antioch College. 

Stevens, M.L. and E. Zaloza. Submitted 2010.  Peer review for chapter and book completed, revisions incorporated and submitted Sept 2012.  Chapter and book completed and submitted to

 University of Utah press. Fire, Floodplains and Fish: the Historic Ecology of the Lower Cosumnes River Watershed. Edited by Pei Lin Yu, In Rivers, Fish and the People. Tradition, Science and Historical Ecology of River Fisheries in the American West. University of Utah Press. 

Stevens, M.L. 2011. Marsh Arabs Integral to Ecological Resiliency and Cultural Identity in Mesopotamian Marshes, Southern Iraq. In Egan, D, E. Hjerpe, and J. Abrams.  Exploring the Human Dimensions of Ecological Restoration.  Island Press.

Stevens, M.L.  2007.  Iran and Iraq Reconsidered: the Mesopotamian Marshes and the al Ahwar Peace Park. In Salim H. Ali (Ed.), Peace Parks: Conservation and Conflict Resolution (Global Environmental Accord: Strategies for Sustainability and Institutional Innovation), MIT Press 


Stevens, M.L. 2004.  Ethnoecology of Selected California Wetland Plants.  Fremontia A Journal of the California Native Plant Society, (accepted for Vol 32.2, April 2004).

Stevens, M.L. 2004.  White Root (Carex barbarae Dewey, Cyperaceae).  Fremontia A Journal of the California Native Plant Society (accepted for Vol. 32.2, April 2004)

Stevens, M.L. 2004. Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iraq: Synthesis of Current Restoration Activities.  Canadian Reclamation Summer/ Fall 2004:  7-11.  Canadian Land Reclamation Association and Lester Communications. 

Stevens, M.L. 2003. The Contribution of Traditional Resource Management (TRM) of White Root (Carex barbarae Dewey, Cyperaceae) by California Indians to Riparian Ecosystem Structure and Function. In Faber, P.M. (ed.). California Riparian Systems: Processes and Floodplain Management, Ecology, and Restoration. 2001 Riparian Habitat and Floodplains Conference Proceedings, Riparian Habitat Joint Venture, Sacramento, California .pp 502-511. 

Stevens, M.L. and Darris, D.C. June 16, 2000. Plant Guide for Common Camas: Ethnobotany, Culture, Management, and Use. Plant Materials Technical Note No. 25.  U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, Portland, Oregon

Stevens, M.L. and Darris, D.C. September 1999. Ethnobotany, Culture and Use of Great Camas (Camassia quamash ssp. quamash). Plant Materials Technical Note No. 23. U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, Portland, Oregon

Stevens, M.L. 1998-1999. Produced 64 Culturally Significant Plant Guides. White root (Carex barbarae); slough sedge (Carex obnupta); sweetgrass (Hierochloe odorata); eastern purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea); black samson echinacea (Echinacea angustifolia); eastern red cedar (Juniperus virginiana); Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum); prairie willow (Salix humulis); peachleaf willow (Salix amygdaloides); shining willow (Salix lucida); Louisiana sage (Artemisia ludoviciana); sage (Artemisa campestris); sage (Artemisia frigida);  groundnut (Apios americana); sunflower(Helianthus annuus); wild plum (Prunus americana); Hazelnut (Corylus americana); basket grass (Shoenoplectus pungens); Indian hemp (Apocynum cannabinum); small camas (Camassia quamash ssp. brevifolia); camas (Camassia quamash ssp. quamash); clover (Trifolium wormskioldii); marsh silverweed (Potentilla anserina ssp. pacifica); riceroot (Fritillaria lanceolata); riceroot (Fritillaria camchatensis); Cascade bilberry (Vaccinium deliciosum); black huckleberry (Vaccinium membranaceum); evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum); huckleberry (Vaccinium parvifolium); red huckleberry (Vaccinium  scoparium); salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis); Fremont=s cottonwood (Populus fremontii); coyote willow (Salix exigua); blue elderberry (Sambucus mexicana); southern cattail (Typha domingensis); broad-leaved cattail (Typha latifolia); narrow-leaved cattail (Typha angustifilia); wapato (Sagittaria cuneata); broadleaf arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia); hardstem bulrush (Schoenoplectus acutus); California bulrush (Schoenoplectus californicus); baltic rush (Juncus balticus); soft rush (Juncus effusus); salt rush (Juncus leseurii); basket rush (Juncus textilis); red osier dogwood (Cornus sericea ssp. sericea); Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana ); Fernald’s iris (Iris fernaldii); purple milkweed (Asclepias cordifolia); narrow-leaved milkweed (Asclepias fasicularis); butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa); white sage (Salvia apiana); common madia (Madia elegans); coast tarweed (Madia sativa); tarweed (Hemizonia ramoisissima). National Plant Data Center. United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service. Http://plants.usda.gov/
Stevens, M.L. 1996. A Step Toward Integration of Indigenous Knowledge Systems into 

     Restoration Efforts. Restoration and Management Notes. Summer 1996. 

In process
Stevens, M.L1., Nadir Salman Abo Tubikh2, Jeff Ullman3, David Kelley4, Faiza al Yamani5,  and Dicle Tuba Kilic6. Collaboration in process - EcoSummit 2012. Impacts of equitable water rights, upstream water diversions and climate change on biodiversity, human livelihoods and social justice in the Tigris-Euphrates Watershed and Mesopotamian Marshes.  1 California State University Sacramento, 2Basrah Marine Science Center, Iraq, 3University of Florida, 4 Kelley & Associates Environmental Sciences, Inc., 5Kuwait Institute of Scientific Research, 6 Doga Dernegi, Turkey
Stevens, M.L. In formative phase. Proposed book Historic Ecology and Ethnoecology of the Plains Miwok on the Cosumnes River, CA, Matt Becker, Acquisitions Editor, University of Nevada Press 

Secondary Literature Publications

Fleming, Tova and M.L. Stevens. 2011. Breaking the Silence: Ecocide and Renewal in Iraq’s
      Marshlands. Earth First Journal 31(3): 13-17.
Stevens, M.L. Sept 2009. Desperate Plight of the Mesopotamian Marshes, southern Iraq. Wetland Science and Practice. 
Stevens, M.L. 2006.  Healing the People and the Land: Restoring the Mesopotamian Marshes and

      Rejuvenating Culture in Southern Iraq, In Swartz, F.A.  (Ed.) Healing a Hurting World; The Role of          NGO’s, World Association of Non-Governmental Organization (WANGO). 

Stevens, M.L. 1998. Book Review: Kashaya Pomo Plants by J. Goodrich, C. Lawson and V Parrish Lawson. Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology

Stevens, M. L. and A. Ryan. 1997. Healing the Land, Healing the People: Ethnobotany of the Putah-Cache Creeks Bioregion. Public Service Research Program, U.C. Davis.

Vanbianchi, R., M.L. Stevens, T. Sullivan and S. Hashisaki. 1994. A Citizen’s Guide to Wetland Restoration. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Seattle, WA. Region 10. 71 pp.

Stevens, M.L. and R. Vanbianchi. 1993. Restoring Wetlands in Washington. A Guidebook for Wetland Restoration, Planning and Implementation. Washington State Department of Ecology, Olympia, WA. Publication #93-17.

Bursik, R. and M.L. Stevens. 1990. Hydric Soils of Washington. Washington Department of Ecology, Olympia, Washington.

Stevens, M.L. 1990. Wetlands of Idaho. Idaho Fish and Game, Boise, Idaho.

PROFESSIONAL REPORTS

Stevens, M.L., A. Alwash and S. Alwash. 2003. Building a Scientific Basis for Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshlands. Presentation at Environment and Iraq: UNEP Mesopotamian Marsh Roundtable, Geneva, Switzerland

Eden Again/ Iraq Foundation. 2003. Building a Scientific Basis for Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshlands. Findings of the International Technical Advisory Panel. Restoration Planning Workshop February 2003. Convened by The Eden Again Project, Iraq Foundation. 

Stevens, M.L. and Alwash, S. 2003. Draft Report. Biological Characteristics, Mesopotamian Marshlands of Southern Iraq. Background Material for Technical Advisory Panel, Eden Again Project, The Iraq Foundation.

Stevens, M.L. and Alwash, S. 2003. Draft Report. Cultural Values and Traditional Resource Management, Mesopotamian Marshlands of Southern Iraq. Background Material for Technical Advisory Panel, Eden Again Project.  The Iraq Foundation.

Jones & Stokes. 2001. Napa river Flood Protection Project Mitigation and Monitoring Plan. Draft. January. (J&S 00-117.) Sacramento, CA. Prepared for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Sacramento, CA.
Stevens, M.L. 2000. Wind Valley Watershed Native Grassland Restoration Plan. July. (J&S 99-221.) Sacramento, CA. Prepared for Contra Costa Water District, Brentwood, CA.

Jones & Stokes. 2000. Guadalupe creek restoration project. Draft. April (J&S 99-350.) Sacramento, CA. Prepared for the Santa Clara Valley Water District, San Jose, CA.

Stevens, M., C. McBee, E. Rejmankova. 1996. Cache Slough/Yolo Bypass 1995 Ecosystem Monitoring Study to Determine Mitigation Success. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District.

Stevens, M. and E. Rejmankova. 1995. Cache Slough/Yolo Bypass 1994 Ecosystem Monitoring Study to determine Mitigation Success. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

Stevens, M. and E. Rejmankova. 1994. Cache Slough/Yolo Bypass. 1993. Ecosystem Monitoring Study to Determine Mitigation Success. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

Stevens, M. and E. Rejmankova. 1993. Cache Slough/Yolo Bypass. 1992. Ecosystem Monitoring Study to Determine Mitigation Success. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

Canning, D. and M.L. Stevens. 1989. Wetlands of Washington: A Resource Characterization. Environment 2010 Project. Washington Department of Ecology, Olympia, WA

Stevens, M.L. 1988. Restoration, Creation, and Management of Wetland and Riparian Ecosystems in the 

     American West. Symposium of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists pp   

    175-176
Professional Presentations - Recent
Conference Activity/Scholarly Presentations 2011-2012

October 16-18, 2012, Poster, Stevens, M. and E. Zelazo, Fire, Floodplains and Fish; the Historic Ecology of the Lower Cosumnes River Watershed”. 2012 Bay-Delta Science Conference, Sacramento, CA
October 3, 2012, Equitable Water Allocation, Eco-Cultural Restoration, and Social Justice in the Tigris Euphrates Watershed, Mershon Center for International Security Studies, Columbus, Ohio
October 2, 2012, Symposium 18 - two sessions,  Hima Mesopotamia: Restoring the ancient system of story, place and culture in the Tigris Euphrates Watershed, Organized by Hima Mesopotamia - Chair: M. Stevens, T. Horner, D. Kelly & J. Kneitel, EcoSummit 2012, Columbus, Ohio
· Sacred Waters in Mesopotamia: Eco-cultural restoration of biodiversity, culture and sustainable development in the Tigris Euphrates Watershed, M.L. Stevens1, Hima Mesopotamia, USA, 2CSU Sacramento, USA
· Impacts of reduced flows and impaired water quality in the Shat al Arab to fish productivity, biodiversity and socio-economics in the Northern Gulf, Faiza Al-Yamani, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, Kuwait

· The potential for reclaiming soils to sustainable agriculture in the Mesopotamian marshlands: ecological restoration and agroecological values, D.B. Kelley, Kelley & Associates Environmental Sciences, Inc., USA

· Socioeconomic status of Huweza marsh inhabitants, southern Iraq problems and solutions, Nader A.S. Abo-Tubikh1, Jeff L. Ullman*2, 1Basrah University, Iraq, 2Florida University, USA

· Solutions to optimizing water in a living landscape: eco-cultural restoration of the biodiversity and cultures of the Mesopotamian Marshes, Suzie Alwash, Nature Iraq, Iraq
June 3-8, 2012, Stevens, M., Oral Presentation, Equitable Water Rights: A Holistic Perspective on Eco cultural Restoration to Sustain Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functions and Social Justice in the Tigris Euphrates Watershed, 9th INTECOL/SWS International Wetlands Conference, Orlando, FL 

June 3-8, 2012, Josh Moore and M. Stevens, Poster, An Ethnographic Interpretation of Traditional Sustainable Management of Chi (Lavinia exilicauda), Clear Lake, CA, 9th INTECOL/SWS International Wetlands Conference, Orlando, FL 

March 28-31, 2012, Stevens, M., Oral Presentation, “Ecological and Cultural Restoration of Marshes: Life Before and After War” in “Wetlands and Militarized Landscapes in Environmental History: Ecosystems, Marshes and Wars in Historical and Contemporary Contexts Panel, American Society for Environmental History,” Madison, WI 

March 28-31, 2012, Stevens, M., Oral Presentation, “Ecological and Cultural Restoration in Indigenous Communities.” Field Trip “The Leopold Center and International Crane Foundation: Ecosystem Restoration History and Challenges” with Bill Jordan, Susan Flader, Curt Meine and Rich Bielfuss, American Society for Environmental History, Madison,WI

January 24, 2012, Stevens, M. and E. Zelazo, Poster,  Fire, Floodplains and Fish; the Historic Ecology of the Lower Cosumnes River Watershed”. CSU Coast faculty Student Research Poster Reception, Featuring WRPI, Long Beach, CA 

Aug 21-25, 2011. Society of Ecological Restoration International, Merida, Mexico.
· Stevens, M.L. Cultural and Ecological Resiliency in the Tigris Euphrates Watershed. Oral Presentation, Symposium 2. 

· Symposium 1  Water and Peace: Creating a holistic perspective on the ecological and cultural restoration of the Tigris Euphrates watershed. Organized by and moderated by Michelle Stevens.  

· Symposium 2 Restoring Mesopotamia: Socio-economic Aspects of Cultural and Ecological Restoration. Organized and moderated by Michelle Stevens.
Aug 9, 2011. Ecological Society of America. Austin, TX. Fire, Floodplains and Fish: the Historic Ecology of the Lower Cosumnes River Watershed.
July 19-24, 2010. World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies. Barcelona, Spain.

Section 066: Stevens, Michelle. Cultural and Ecological Restoration of the al Ahwar Wetlands, Iraq. 
Section 129. Conserving Biodiversity in the Middle East: Impacts on Aquatic Biodiversity in Southern Iraq – Salinity and the Shat al Arab. Organized by: Adil Yousif and Michelle Stevens. 

Session 164. Biodiversity in the Mesopotamian Marshes and Gulf. Organized by Adil Yousif, Matthew Hall and Michelle Stevens.
June 28-July 2, 2010. Historic Ecology of the North Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, CA, and Contribution to Restoration and Native American Cultural Uses,  Society of Wetland Scientists.  Salt Lake City, Utah. 

April 13-15, 2009.  Global Nature Of Mesopotamian Marshes and the role of the International Society. Third Scientific Conference on the Rehabilitation of southern Iraqi Marshes.  April 13-15, 2009. Basrah, Iraq.

August 2009. Eco-Cultural rehabilitation of the Mesopotamian marshes of southern Iraq. Ecological Society of America, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

August 2009. Emily Kachorek, J. Fragoso, J. Kneitel and M. Stevens, Biological conservation through Integrated Conservation and Development: Has Iwokrama been successful?” (Student presentation), Ecological Society of America, Albuquerque, New Mexico, August, 2009 

June 2009. Presentation at Society of Wetland Scientists meeting, Madison, Wisconsin, June 2009, “Eco-Cultural Rehabilitation of the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iraq. Society of Wetland Scientists Conference. Madison, Wisconsin. 

October 20-23, 2008. Eco-Cultural Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes, Iraq. First International Congress Documenting, Analyzing and Managing Biodiversity in the Middle East. University Presentation at Middle East Biodiversity Conference, Aqaba, Jordan

May 27, 2008.  Al Ahwar Peace Park: Conservation and Peace Building in the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iran and Iraq.  2008 Society of Wetland Scientists International Conference. Washington, D.C.
April 18, 2008.  Stevens, M.L.  Al Ahwar Peace Park: Conservation and Peace-Building in the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iraq and Iran.  Invited speaker in “Conservation and Conflict Resolution Symposium”, Association of American Geographers.  Boston, Massachusetts
January 14, 2008. Stevens, M.L. Al Ahwar Peace Park: Conservation and Peace-Building in the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iraq and Iran. Invited speaker at Northern CA Botanists Symposium, Chico, California.
August 8, 2005, Stevens, M., F. Miralles-Wilhelm, and T. Crisman, Eco-Cultural Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes, Ecological Society of America, Montreal, Canada.

June 16, 2005, The Contribution of Traditional Knowledge and Resource Management to Ecosystem Restoration, Invited Paper at Traditional Wetland Cultures in Transition Conference, University of Miami Ecosystem Science and Policy, Miami, Florida.

February 29, 2005. Eco-Cultural Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes.  Invited Paper.  Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME)/ United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) High-level Meeting on the Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshlands (Al-Ahwar), Manama, Bahrain 
October 30, 2004.  Healing the People and Healing the Land: Restoring Marshes and Rejuvenating Culture.  Invited Paper.  Mesopotamian Marshes and Modern Development Conference, Harvard University, Boston, Massachusetts. 

October 23, 2004.  Paid Speaker.  Healing the people, healing the land; Eco-cultural Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes, Healing a Hurting World Conference, World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO), Budapest, Hungary.

August 24, 2004.  Invited Plenary Speaker:  A Message of Hope: Eco-Cultural Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshes of Southern Iraq.  Society of Ecological Restoration Meetings, British Colombia, Canada.

July 20, 2004.  Facilitator of Restoration of the Mesopotamian Marshlands in Iraq Symposium at the Society of Wetland Scientists meeting, and talk on “Mesopotamian Marsh synthesis and Identification of Missing Restoration Links: Ethnoecology and Conservation Biology.”  Society of Wetland Scientists Meeting, Seattle, Washington.

June 30, 2004.  Eco-Cultural Restoration of Mesopotamian Marshes, Commonwealth Club, San Francisco, CA

April 22, 2004.  Eco-Cultural Restoration of Mesopotamian Marshes, Earth Day panel, Commonwealth Club, San Francisco, CA
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