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Buber, M. (1970). I and Thou. New York: Scribner.

Buber’s book is a classic.  Its spiritual dimension adds an interesting element to the discussion of dyadic communication that is often forgotten or back grounded in the research literature.
Berger, P. L. and Luckmann, T. (1967). The social construction of reality: A
 treatise in the sociology of knowledge. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.

Berger and Luckmann brought the notion “social construction” into the regular vocabulary of communication scholars within the human sciences. The social construction of human systems and relationships gained legitimacy; it provides new insights into how human beings understand themselves, others, and how they organize relationships.  Essential reading, I think. 

Burkitt, I. (1991). Social selves: Theories of social formation of personality. 

London: SAGE Publications.
This is an excellent overview of the theoretical roots of our discussion.  While the focus of the book is the self, Burkitt critiques historical attention to the “monad” and works to understand the self within a web of social relationships (with dyadic communication at the center).
Davidson, D. (2001). Subjective, intersubjective, objective. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press.

Davidson is a philosopher who writes clearly about the role of language and communication in the creation of knowledge.  The title is an essay by itself—follow his logic and you’ll learn, for example, how careful qualitative research can be “objective.”

Goffman, E. (1971). Relations in public. New York: Harper Colophon Books. 
Goffman’s work is well-respected qualitative, descriptive research that provides insight into dyadic events.  

Saville-Troike, M. (1982). The ethnography of communication. Baltimore: 

University Park Press.
This is an excellent introduction to ethnography by a well-respected scholar of linguistics.

