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California State University, Sacramento 
Art Department 

 
STANDARD GRADING RUBRIC FOR ART STUDIO COURSES 

 
 
Excellent Work (A)        (90 - 100%) 
Regarding Class Work: student demonstrates outstanding skill, discernment and 
understanding of visual principles in accomplishing his or her work. The quality of work is 
excellent, and it is integrated with exceptional creativity. 
Regarding Participation: student demonstrates through discussion, critique, and studio 
interaction outstanding ability to discuss and assess work, communicating how visual 
elements and strategies are used.  The student demonstrates extensive use and 
understanding of concepts and terminology used in the discipline. 
Regarding Homework:  In the case of studio assigned homework (activity) the student 
completes the assignment in all aspects and creatively exploits possibilities within open-
ended assignments. The work demonstrates skill, good judgment, and application of 
principles. In the case of written assignments, oral presentations, and research, the 
work/presentation/document, presents sound research and is well written and well 
presented. 
 
Better Than Average Work (B)      (80 - 89%) 
Regarding Class Work: student demonstrates moderate skill, discernment and 
understanding of visual principles in accomplishing his or her work. The quality of work is 
good, and it is integrated with some creativity. 
Regarding Participation: student demonstrates through discussion, critique, and studio 
interaction a solid ability to discuss and assess work; communicating how visual elements 
and strategies are used.  The student demonstrates competent use and understanding of 
concepts and terminology used in the discipline. 
Regarding Homework: In the case of studio assigned homework (activity) the student 
completes the assignment and fulfills more than minimal requirements. The work 
demonstrates some skill, judgment, and application of principles. In the case of written 
assignments, oral presentations, and research, the work /presentation/ document, 
presents research and is reasonably well written and suitably presented. 
 
Average Work (C)        (70 - 79%) 
Regarding Class Work: Student demonstrates average skill, discernment and 
understanding of visual principles in accomplishing his or her work. The quality of work is 
modest, and it is moderately integrated. 
Regarding Participation: student demonstrates through discussion, critique, and studio 
interaction an average ability to discuss and assess work, communicating how visual 
elements and strategies are used.  Though the discussion and assessment of work is 
substantially complete, the communication of some visual elements and strategies is 
incomplete or missing.  The student demonstrates a superficial rather than thorough 
understanding of concepts and terminology used in the discipline. 
Regarding Homework: In the case of studio assigned homework (activity) the student 
completes most of the assignment and fulfills the minimum requirements. The work 
demonstrates modest skill, some judgment , and  in parts, application of principles. In the 
case of written assignments, oral presentations, and research, the student makes a 
modest effort as evidenced by a satisfactory presentation/ document. Research may be 
incomplete, or lacking in organization. 
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Below Average (D)        (60 – 69%) 
Regarding Class Work: Student demonstrates lack of skill, discernment and 
understanding of visual principles in accomplishing his or her work. The quality of work 
submitted is less than acceptable, and it is poorly integrated. 
Regarding Participation: student demonstrates through discussion, critique, and studio 
interaction a limited ability to discuss and assess work, while communicating at a minimal 
or perfunctory level how the visual elements and strategies are used. Poor effort is made 
to relate an understanding of the art concepts and terminology used in the discipline. 
Regarding Homework: In the case of studio assigned homework (activity) the student 
does not complete the assignment and fulfills only minimal requirements or submits work 
late. The work demonstrates lack of skill, weak judgment, and little application of 
principles. In the case of written assignments, oral presentations, and research, the work 
/presentation/ document, presents faulty or negligible research and is not well written 
and/or presented. 
 
Failing (F)         (40 – 59%) 
Regarding Class Work: Student fails to demonstrate skill or understanding of the issues 
involved. Quality of work submitted is insufficient, and poorly integrated. 
Regarding Participation: In discussion, critique, and studio interaction, the student states 
an opinion vaguely or does not assess the work and shows little to no evidence of an 
understanding of how visual elements and strategies are used. No effort is made to relate 
an understanding of concepts and terminology used in the discipline. 
Regarding Homework: In the case of studio assigned home work (activity) the student 
does not complete the assignment and does not fulfill requirements. In the case of written 
assignments, oral presentations, and research, the work /presentation/ document, 
presents faulty or negligible research and is not well written and/or presented. 
 
Incomplete (I) 
Incomplete:  Student does not complete work and discusses this with the instructor. The 
department has a petition that must be signed by both the student and the instructor if an 
“I” grade is to be awarded.    A grade of incomplete will be granted in instances such as 
medical emergencies where there is evidence the student understands the material and 
remaining assignments but has been prevented by outside forces from completing the 
work.  The period allowed for completion is described in the petition for the incomplete 
and must be determined by the faculty member granting the grade (the University 
maximum is one year). In effect, the petition is a contract between student and faculty. 
 
Withdrawal Unauthorized (WU) 
Withdrawal Unauthorized: Grade assigned by the instructor if student withdraws from the 
class without notification, or fails to attend after University assigned deadlines.   
 
Authorized Withdrawal (W) 
The “W” grade is assigned by the University if a student formally withdraws from a course 
after the census date, but within the deadlines (a “W” cannot be assigned by instructor). 
 


