MATH 110B Abstract Algebra, Spring 2018
	Section 02
	Instructor: Dr. Kathy Zhong
	Phone: 278-6698

	TuTh 10:30-11:45
	Office Hours: TuTh 1:15-2:00  and W: 11:30-12pm and 1-2pm starting 2nd week of school or by appointment.
	E-mail: kzhong@csus.edu

	Room: Alpine 231
	Office: BRH  132
	URL: www.csus.edu/indiv/z/zhongk


Description/Objective: Continuation of Math110A. Topics include: rings and fields. Applications may be selected from lattice, machine, and coding theories. There will be a strong emphasis on reading and writing proofs of statements.
Prerequisites: Completion of Math 110A with grade of C- or better. Students are required to show academic record or transcript as evidence of passing Math 110A during the first week of class.  
Text /Topics: Contemporary Abstract Algebra, 9th Edition by Joseph A. Gallian. We will cover most of chapters 12-22 in the textbook. Students are required to read the text ahead of time to enhance effective learning in class.
Homework and Quizzes: Homework will be due at the beginning of class every Thursday. Because this is a proof writing course, your homework will be graded not only on completeness and accuracy, but also on how well you write up the solutions. Homework is your responsibility to do and ask questions when you need help. For each homework assignment, each student is responsible for doing all homework. Homework will be graded on a 2 point scale. Each homework will consist of three parts---a reading journal for the chapter before it is covered in class (0.5 pts), a reading journal after the chapter is covered (0.5 pts) and work on the assigned homework problems (1 pt). Reading journal format will be provided. Late homework, but no later than one week from due day, will be accepted (but not to be graded) for at most half credit.  Quizzes will be given if necessary to help students keep up.
Exams:  There will be three in-class exams and a comprehensive final exam. All exams will tentatively take place on Feb. 22(Th), March 29 (Th), and May 3(Th). If dates need to change, it will be announced in class. The final exam is accumulative and is on Thursday, May 17, 10:15--12:15.   
Make-up Policy: Missed midterms will not be made up. If a student misses one midterm with a valid excuse, then the final exam grade will replace the midterm grade. Missed Exam without a valid excuse will receive 0..A valid excuse is a doctor’s note, school official note or evidence of family emergency which must be presented to the instructor no later than the next class after the missed midterm to guarantee the grade replacement. 

Grading: Your grade is determined by combining your attendance and performance on tests and hw. If you are absent from class four or more times, even though your performance percentage might be higher, your course grade will be at most a C. In performance, your grade will be calculated according to the point system: Midterms: 60 (20 ea); HW & Quiz: 20; Final Exam: 20. Total Points: 100.
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Attendance: is considered mandatory. I will assume that any announcements made in class are heard and comprehended by all. For that reason you are responsible for obtaining class notes and stopping by my office hours with specific questions should you miss a lecture. Note: missed lectures will not be re-taught during office hours. Your cell phones should be silenced and off your desk during class.
Doing Proofs: Remember, a proof is nothing more than a logical and convincing argument. If you are not convinced of your argument, then your reader will not be convinced either. There are no shortcuts to learning to write proofs. This takes practice and experience.
Needing Special Accommodations & Retention of Graded Materials:  If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible during the first week of class.  In the event of a question regarding an exam grade or final grade, it will be the responsibility of the student to retain and present graded materials which have been returned for student possession.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in every phase of their academic careers. Academic honesty and mutual respect (student with student and instructor with student) are expected in this course. Mutual respect includes being on time for class and not leaving early, being prepared to give full attention to class work, and not looking at another student's work during exams. The penalties for academic dishonesty are severe and ignorance is not an acceptable defense. For more information, please visit the website below:
http://www.csus.edu/umanual/AcademicHonestyPolicyandProcedures.htm
Personal advice: Have due respect for what you're up against in your academic program. Take care of your health and of your general well-being. You need to be in good physical condition to succeed. If you have emotional problems, get help, or at least find a friend to talk to; don't go it alone, and don't despair.
There may be adjustments to this syllabus and adjustments will be announced in class.
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