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A UNIQUE COMPETITION ABOUT MATH 
AND EVERYDAY LIFE
“If I had twenty-five video games (I wish!) for a PlayStation 2 and I want to sort them by seven days in the week, I would play three each day with a remainder of four. I can add the total time it takes to play each day by multiplying the average time I play them by the days of the week. That is seven minutes times seven days or forty-nine minutes. That is 49/60th of an hour.”

This was one example of how students used “math in their everyday life” expressed in a 1st place essay submitted by 3rd grader at Isador Cohen Elementary School in the Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD).  In an effort to support and engage educationally disadvantaged MESA students in the areas of math and STEM based coursework, the Sacramento State/UC Davis MESA Center sponsored the 1st Annual K-8 Math Essay Competition for 2008.  
The essay topic was “How I Use Math in My Everyday Life” and the submissions were scored by a local math professor. The best essays were selected for 1st and 2nd place awards and students also received calculators. The top 7th and 8th grade award recipients received graphing calculators for their Algebra I and geometry classes. According to MESA officials, the combination of math and English in a competition is a natural link for academic success.
“MESA is training future California engineers, scientists, math professionals and technology technicians from the primary grades and up. By providing students with an opportunity to think about math and express the way they use math in the course of their daily lives outside of the school day, MESA is not only engaging them in the process of thinking about math, but also in the demonstration and practice of putting their unique perspective about the subject into writing.  These are exactly the types of skills that are often absent from the current workforce, but will be mandatory for the workforce of the future,” said Gary Ford, Associate Provost of Undergraduate Studies, at the University of California, Davis.
“Industry representatives in the Sacramento region and Silicon Valley are ensuring that Science and Engineering employees be highly qualified, not only in technology and math, but also be well prepared in the areas of writing and composition,” said Emir José Macari, Dean of Engineering and Computer Science at Sac State. “Report writing and development proposals for action are vital components to the STEM professional’s daily work assignments and if California and the nation are to lead in the discovery of new and exciting STEM breakthroughs, it is critical that focus be placed on building these skills now for our future’s  workforce, starting with the primary grades” he said. “We need to be producing a new breed of engineers and scientists with a broad view of technology, business and service to society if we have any hope of coming out of our country’s current financial crisis,” Macari added.

Other MESA school sites with winning essays include Washington Elementary, Jedediah Smith Elementary and Father Keith B. Kinney Elementary of the SCUSD, and Edward Harris Middle School, of the Elk Grove Unified School District.


MESA is the Mathematics, Engineering and Science Achievement Program.  All participants in the math essay competition received a certificate of participation and the winners also received individual medals for their efforts.   The winning essays and the scoring rubric are published on the Sacramento State/UC Davis website http://www.csus.edu/mesa.                        - 30 -
