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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jean Crowder, Director
January 18, 2008



Disadvantaged Students Answer Governor’s Call 
for New Engineers


Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s proposal to bring 20,000 new engineers into California’s workforce over the next decade will receive a boost as approximately 200 educationally disadvantaged students participate in a rigorous math competition sponsored by the Mathematics, Engineering, and Science Achievement (MESA) Program on Friday, Jan. 25, at Sacramento State’s Riverside Hall, 


The students, in grades one through 12, will compete for top honors in 12 different math levels from first grade math to Calculus. They will represent 21 school sites in the Sacramento region.  
Emir Macari, dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science at Sacramento State University, stated that “technical innovation is a national agenda and that MESA is supporting California’s efforts to lead the way.”  
“Engineering is not just math and science,” he said. “It is a great job and career.”

Gary Ford, Associate Vice Provost of Undergraduate Study at UC Davis, cited the importance of introducing challenging math concepts and the competitive spirit of engineering in steering top young minds towards the field of engineering. 


“What MESA does is exactly what the Governor is calling for – the development of an early “pipeline” of promising students and providing them with the academic support needed to pursue degrees in engineering,” he said.


The competition starts at 10 a.m. and winners will be announced at noon. Teams from each school will also participate in a challenge based on the concept of the teamwork required in the engineering field. 
Guest speakers at the competition will include representatives from the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME), Sacramento State’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) Program, the Center of Excellence, the MESA Engineering Program  and the Graduate Engineering Program at UC Davis. Information will be available from the California Student Aid Commission.


Many of the students participating in the MESA Math Competition will be the first in their families to attend a 4-year college/university. MESA has gained national prominence in the field of education for its role in preparing underserved students for college admission and coursework. 


The Sacramento State/UC Davis MESA Center is one of the largest MESA programs in the state.
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