GUIDELINES FOR SCORING OF ASSIGNMENTS

The criteria for class assignments will be assessed both for content and presentation.  This includes grammar, spelling, syntax, etc.  The formal assignments are: (1) initial responses to the weekly discussion questions, (2) weekly summaries of lessons learned, (3) individual and group case studies and projects.

I. CONTENT AND DEVELOPMENT

HIGH:  The paper is clear, focused and interesting and includes relevant material of effective research.  The writer demonstrates an understanding of the subject matter and the ability to link concepts to practical experience. 

MEDIUM:  The paper is clear and focused, though the writing is not particularly captivating or original.  Efforts are made to use relevant material and research to support findings.  However, understanding appears to be limited and the paper lacks substance, logic or originality.

LOW:  The paper lacks a central idea or purpose or forces the reader to make inferences based on very sketchy details.  Information is limited or absent and the writer fails to demonstrate a basic understanding of the subject matter.

II.  ORGANIZATION

HIGH:  The paper’s organization emphasizes the central theme or purpose and demonstrates an accurate audience analysis.  Sequencing and transitioning of ideas are logical and evince a linear stream of consciousness.  Appropriate sections, including an introduction and conclusion, lead the reader towards understanding the material.

MEDIUM:  The reader can easily follow what is being said, but the paper’s overall organization is, at times, a stiff formula or it lacks a consistent rhythm.  Lack of appropriate support leads to reader confusion and the sequence of ideas are not as smooth as it could be.

LOW:  The paper’s organization is chaotic and disjointed.  Writer lacks direction and continuity among ideas, details and support material.  The lack of organization distorts and obscures the paper’s main point and leaves the reader confused about the paper’s purpose.

III.  WORD CHOICE AND VOICE

HIGH:  The words convey the intended message in an interesting, precise and natural way.  The writing is rich and powerful, yet concise and the writer is writing for the reader using powerful words, active voice and appropriate vocabulary.  

MEDIUM:  Although the language does convey the message, it is quite ordinary and often contains overused or “generic” words or phrases.  The writing lacks detail and precision and although understandable the language rarely captures the reader’s attention.  

LOW:  The writer struggles with a limited vocabulary and is unable to convey meaning.  Words seem imprecise or inadequate.  Often the language, abstract or redundant that only the broadest, most general messages are conveyed.

IV.  SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND CONVENTIONS

HIGH:  Sentences are well constructed with consistently strong, varied structure that makes reading easy.  The writer demonstrates a strong grasp of standard writing conventions including spelling, punctuation and word usage, and uses this ability to enhance the paper’s readability.

MEDIUM:  Sentences are more mechanical and fluid and occasional awkward constructions for the reader to slow down or reread sentences.  The writer shows good control over simple sentences but struggles with complex syntax.  Some problems with word usage and grammar are present.

LOW:  Numerous errors in usage, sentence structure, spelling or punctuation repeatedly distract the reader.  Irregular sentence patterns make the text difficult to follow.  Many sentences seem disjointed or awkward.  Spelling and basic punctuation are often incorrect.

     I hope this gives you some guide in how I am evaluating your papers.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

William R. Cameron, Ph.D.

**************************************************************************************

“Every person is a special kind of artist and every activity is a special art.  An artist creates out of the materials in the moment, never again to be duplicated.  This is…true of us all, whatever our work, that we are artists so long as we are alive to the concreteness of the moment and do not use it for some other purpose.”  M.C. Richards

“There are no ordinary moments”  Dan Millman-The Way of the Peaceful Warrior

**************************************************************************************

     The guidelines that I have presented you are adapted from a document used by a colleague, Shuey Schumaker.
