College of Social Sciences & Interdisciplinary Studies

Curriculum Committee

September 16, 2009
Minutes
Present: Baker (chair), Castaneda, Kim-Ju, Lascher, Matzek, Zhou
Guests: Cindi Sturtz Sreetharan, Anthropology;  Raghuraman Trichur, Anthropology (chair);  Dudley Burton, Environmental Studies (chair) 

MSC to approve the agenda
MSC to approve September 2, 2009 minutes
Course and Program Proposals: Environmental Studies

Action on all items postponed until next meeting.

The Committee had an extensive discussion of a set of interrelated course and program proposals for Environmental Studies.  These included a group of proposed new classes (i.e., proposals to establish ENVS 12, 144, 149, 151, 158, 163, and 187) as well as proposals to establish a B.S. in Environmental Studies and substantially modify the existing Environmental Studies B.A. and minor programs.  While the Committee commended Environmental Studies for the work on these proposals, members raised concerns in a number of areas including the need for further consultation with Anthropology and Ethnic Studies, adding more information about consulting to the College’s course information forms, modifying the unintentional references to the new classes being “experimental,” distinguishing better between course and program goals, and being sure to address all the technical requirements on the University course change forms.  Professor Matzek and Burton indicated they would try to address all these concerns so the Committee could act on the proposals at the next meeting. 

Program Proposal: Psychology
MSC approve substantive change to Psychology minor 
Adjourned at 4:00 pm

Next meeting: October 7, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Ted Lascher

Associate Dean

