College of Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary Studies

Faculty Council Meeting

March 18, 2009
Present:







Not Present:
Marya Endriga 

 Buzz Fozouni



Ann Moylan (on leave) 
Raghuraman Trichur

Mridula Udayagiri


Kimberly Nalder (Chair)

David Zeanah


Otis Scott (Dean)


Caio Miguel
Kevin Wehr

Meeting brought to order at 1:35 p.m.
1. Minutes Approved.
2. Dean’s Announcements
a. Next Faculty Council meeting will be on April 15th.

3. Budget

a. Dean Scott announced that the chairs have been provided with their part-time faculty costs for this year and the FTES generated by their departments.  Dean Scott has asked the Chairs to look at a 3% reduction in part-time costs.  He has asked that they exclude any new hires from the part-time costs and then work on a 3% reduction from there.  The Chairs have been asked to generate at least the same FTES that were generated last Fall to see if this can work with the budget reduction.  Once Chairs provide this information, Dean Scott will share it with the Council. 
b. Dean Scott has heard from almost all the Chairs regarding non-reimbursed assigned time use and the reasons for using assigned time.  He stated he does not believe assigned time is used excessively in the College.  Dean Scott will share information provided by the Chairs with the Faculty Council.  The Chairs are not being asked to consider a 3% reduction in this category or in the area of professional development.

4. SSIS Identity

a. Dean Scott announced that nearly all the Chairs have submitted their piece on identity.  Dean Scott will compile all the information and get it to the Council before the next meeting so the Council can determine the next step.
5. Criteria for Dean’s Award Recipient

a. Discussion followed regarding establishing criteria to improve the selection process for this award.  Council decided to create a committee outside the Faculty Council to select the recipients of this award.  The Faculty Council will provide guidelines and criteria to the committee regarding the selection of the recipient.  After much discussion, the Council decided that academic achievement and community service will be more closely examined to determine what constitutes each of those categories and how to determine variation within each.  It was also decided that a third category will be added that incorporates adversity, barriers, first generation college student, etc.  There was also discussion regarding the weight a letter from a faculty or the Chair should have in picking the recipients.  It was agreed that the Chairs should at least transmit their department’s nomination to the committee.  An option discussed as a substitute for the Chair’s letter was to require the student submit a letter of recommendation but this was not agreed upon.  The Council also discussed specifying what needs to be part of the biographical statement written by the students.  It was also discussed that the biographical statement should be authored by the student and not by a faculty.   The Faculty Council will continue to discuss these items at the next meeting.  Once the Council has defined the criteria, they will ask the Dean to create a committee to review the applicants to this award. 
6. Spring Colloquium
a. Faculty Council selected Tim Fong as the moderator for the Colloquium.
b. Faculty Council selected David Andersen (GOVT), Smile Dube (ECON), and Rita Cameron-Wedding (WOMS, ETHN) to be the panelists at the Colloquium.  

c. With regards to advertisement and refreshments, the Council wants clarification from the Dean as to who will take care of this.

d. It was discussed that planning for next year’s Colloquium should take place in early Fall.

Meeting Adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 
