College of Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary Studies

Faculty Council Meeting

March 4, 2009
Present:







Not Present:
Kimberly Nalder (Chair) 
Caio Miguel



Ann Moylan (on leave) 
Marya Endriga 

 Buzz Fozouni





Raghuraman Trichur

Mridula Udayagiri 
David Zeanah


Otis Scott (Dean)
Kevin Wehr

Meeting brought to order at 1:35 p.m.
1. Kevin Wehr officially welcomed by Faculty Council as the Spring ’09 replacement for Ann Moylan’s leave.
2. Minutes Approved.
3. Dean’s Announcements
a. Welcome Kevin Wehr to the work of the Council.
b. Request to place Budget as an item on agenda after Dean’s Award Recipient.  
4. Spring Colloquium
a. Date finalized: April 22nd from 1:30 – 2:45 p.m. 
b. Venue secured: Sequoia Hall # 301.  Discussion on the need to widely advertise the venue since it is not at the Union.

c. Panelists: two faculty have volunteered to date.  Faculty Council members will begin to ask for volunteers within their departments.

d. Discussion on cancelling Faculty Council meeting on April 15th.  It was decided to hold the meeting.

5. Dean’s Award Recipient
a. Discussion regarding establishing criteria for selection of this award.  Dean Scott discussed that he has a plan to hold a meeting with various faculty to decide on guidelines for this and other College awards.  Dean Scott stated that the direction given by the Provost is to select a student who excels in his/her academic discipline and who has made a significant contribution to the community.  Decision to place this as an agenda item at the next meeting. 
b. Discussion followed regarding each nominee and their individual merits.
c. 1st vote: Council members voted by secret ballot to choose 3 nominees out of the 6 for the initial vote.

d. 2nd vote: Council members voted for 1 nominee out of the 3 to select as the Dean’s Award Recipient.  

· Based on the results, Roberta Chevrette was selected as the Dean’s Award Recipient.
6. Budget
a. Dean Scott spoke of a possible 3% - 5% reduction to the College’s budget for the next Academic Year.  He stated he believes the College can handle this reduction but there will be reductions in number of sections offered.  Dean Scott emphasized that the reduction is not a result of the College not meeting its targets and the College will need to continue to meet its targets next year.

b. Dean Scott informed the Council that the Chairs have received direction from him to come up with plans that address how to respond to these cuts.  He has requested a Plan A that contemplates a 3% reduction, and a Plan B that contemplates a 5% reduction.  The Chairs have also been asked to look at non-reimbursed assigned time and make a determination as to whether or not their Departments can do without these types of assigned time for the Fall ’09 semester.  Dean Scott stated he believes dollars can be saved by reducing non-reimbursed assigned time.  

c. Dean Scott distributed a copy of the Faculty Council meeting minutes from February 13, 2008 in which the Council provided the Dean with areas where they would recommend cuts to the College’s budget.  Dean Scott asked the Council if these were still the areas the Council would have him consider when managing budget cuts.  Discussion followed with Dean Scott explaining that this year cuts were made to Professional Development and Equipment.  

Time did not allow for the completion of the Budget discussion and the item will be discussed at the next meeting.  
Meeting Adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 
