College of Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary Studies

Faculty Council Meeting

May 6, 2009
Present:







Not Present:
Caio Miguel
 

Buzz Fozouni



Ann Moylan (on leave) 
Raghuraman Trichur

Mridula Udayagiri


Marya Endriga

David Zeanah


Kimberly Nalder (Chair)






Kevin Wehr



Otis Scott (Dean)

Meeting brought to order at 1:35 p.m.
1. Minutes Approved.
2. Dean’s Announcements
a. Dr. Charles Gossett has accepted the position of Dean of the College of SSIS and will start on August 1, 2009.
b. Budget

i. The special election on May 19th may have a considerable effect on the budget. 
ii. Since the Fall schedule is committed there is little likelihood that major reductions in course offerings will occur at this time.
iii. There may be some reductions in OE (for example, faculty development support).
c. Request to remove “SSIS Identity” from this meeting’s agenda; Dean Scott is still working on this.
d. Dean Scott distributed spreadsheets of the Spring 2009 WTUs, FTES, and 08-09 OE and Equipment Allocations for the Council’s information. This was also distributed at the Department Chairs meeting on 5/5/09.

3. Advising
a. Dean Scott distributed a handout of the summary of the departments’ advising policies and practices.
b. Dean Scott informed the Council that Dr. Endriga has looked at self-study reports for some of the programs in the College and has observed that advising practices vary across programs.
c. Discussion ensued regarding differences in advising across departments, challenges that come with advising, and some steps departments are taking towards improving advising (i.e. developing required courses for the major that cover advising and information about the discipline).
d. Dean Scott reiterated that each department should develop a written advising policy and possibly use such media as their website, a handout, or a brochure to distribute the information. 

e. Dr. Fozouni requested that Dean Scott come up with parameters for the departments to develop an advising policy and the Council will give Dean Scott recommendations for these parameters.

4. Criteria for Dean’s Award Recipient – moved to next meeting
5. Chair Announcement

a. Dr. Nalder announced that the Government Department will hold an informational program on the ballot measures for the May 19th special election. This will be held on Thursday, May 14, 2009 in the Delta Suite of the University Union.
6. Academy of Distinction and Honor
a. Dean Scott explained that this Academy is a way to recognize the accomplishments of those making significant contributions to their area of work or personal life, and who bring distinction to the College, the University, and themselves. Most are emeritus faculty of the College of SSIS. 

b. Once per year, the College solicits nominations and the Council reviews these nominations, makes their recommendation to the Dean and the Dean makes the announcement of induction. The Dean contacts Public Affairs and the announcement is usually made in the Bulletin during the Fall semester and is also put on the College website.
c. Dean Scott would like the Council to consider including the announcement of the next induction on the new campus’ digital billboard off Highway 50.  

d. Angus Wright is the only nomination for Academy of Distinction and Honor. Council voted unanimously to induct Angus Wright.
7. SSIS Colloquium – moved to next meeting.
Meeting Adjourned at 2:53 p.m. 
