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THE USUAL ROLE OF AN ADVISOR 
• Serve as a “sounding board” for ideas. 
• Support your group. 
• Be knowledgeable of policies that may impact your organization. 
• Help in relations with college departments. 
• Provide continuity and stability as student leadership changes. 
• Provide different views or perspectives. 
• Provide your group with “connections.” 
• Help deal with organizational crises. 
• Give honest feedback to group members. 
 
THE GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF GROUPS MEMBERS TO THEIR ADVISOR 
• Discuss your expectations of the advisor with them - from the beginning. 
• Notify the advisor of all meetings. 
• Send the advisor minutes. 
• Meet with them regularly to keep them up to date. 
• Consult them before making any major policy changes in the organization. 
• Remember that the success of the group lies with the members and leadership, not the advisor. 
• Periodically evaluate your advisor and have them evaluate you. Feedback can help with 
improvements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information adapted from Occidental College-Office of Student Life 

 




