Dreamweaver

Version 8 Recommended
Settings

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SACRAMENTO

WORKSPACE SETUP (WINDOWS OS ONLY)

The first time you run Dreamweaver after you install it you need to select the Designer interface.

Workspace Setup

Please choose the workspace layout vou prefer. You can switch layouts later in
Preferences.
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TARGET BROWSER CHECK

You can automatically validate your HTML documents against various browsers as you make
changes to your documents. These steps help you to set up this feature for all of your
documents.

step 1. Create an empty new HTML document.
step 2. From the Document window click the Browser Check icon on the Toolbar.
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step 3.

step 4.
step 5.
step 6.

When the menu appears, be sure there is a check next to Auto-check on Open. If
there is no check, click this option to activate it; then click the Browser Check icon
again to display the menu.

Click Settings from the Browser Check menu.

Check the boxes for the browsers to set your target browsers.

Click OK to save your changes.

OBJECTS (INSERT) PANEL

The Objects (Insert) panel contains various icons that allow you to easily insert different types

of elements into your Web documents. For example, you can insert an anchor, table, picture or

horizontal rule using the icons on this panel.
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To change the default display of the Objects panel from drop-down menu to tabs:

step 1.
step 2.

On the Objects panel click Common to expand the drop-down menu.

Select Show as Tabs. The view changes to the View as Tabs figure shown above.
To change it back to a drop-down menu, simply right-click on the blue bar next to
the last tab name and select Show as Menu.

PREFERENCES

There are several global preferences in Dreamweaver that, when set, can save you time when

designing Web pages. Follow these steps to set the recommended preferences.

step 1.

step 2.
step 3.
step 4.
step 5.

step 6.
step 7.

On the PC, select Edit > Preferences. On the Macintosh select Dreamweaver >
Preferences.

Click the Accessibility category.

Click each box under Show attributes when inserting to place a check in each box.
Click the Code Rewriting category.

Click the box next to Fix invalidly nested and unclosed tags to place a check in
the box.

Click the box next to Remove extra closing tags to place a check in the box.

Click the box next to Encode <, > &, and “ in attribute values using & to place
a check in the box.
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Preferences [§

Categoty Code Rewriting

General
Accessibility
Code Coloring
Code Forrnat [Irename form items when pasting
Code Hints

Revwrite code: [v] Fix invalidly nested and unclosed tags

Remove extra closing kags

[]warn when fixing or remaving tags

55 Styles

File Compare MNewver rewrite code: [ In files with extensions | ,as ,asr .asc .asp .ascx .asmx .aspx .cfc cfm |
File Types | Editors — —
Forts Special characters: Encode <, =, &, and " in attribute values using &

Highlighting

Invisible Elements URL encoding: () Do not encode special characters

Layers

Lavout Made (%) Encode special characters in URLS using 2

Mew Docurnent

e () Encode special characters in URLS using %
Preview in Browser

Site
Skatus Bar Active Content: Insert using browser-safe scripts
Walidator Convert tags to scripts on file open

QK ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

step 8. Click the New Document category.
step 9. Select the Default Document Type as XHTML 1.0 Transitional.

Preferences

Categoty Mew Document

General
Accessibility .
Code Coloring Default document: |HTML AF
Code Faormat ;
Code Hints Default extension: | htrnl
Code Rewriting
Copy/Paste Default Document Type (DTDY: | %HTML 1.0 Transitional v
55 Styles L
File Compare

Filz Types | Editors
Faonts

Highlighting Default encoding: |Western European v |
Invisible Elements - o : : )
Lavers Use when opening existing files that don't specify an encoding

Layout Mode

Preview in Browser Unicode Mormalization Form: | None v |
Site ; :
Skatus Bar [ 1nclude Unicade Signature (BOM)

Yalidator

Show New Document dialog box on Control+M

QK ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

step 10. Click the Validator category.
step 11. Click the box next to XHTML 1.0 transitional to place a check in the box.
step 12. Click OK to save your changes.
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