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	Course Description




This section of ENGL120A is a workshop course that is organized around the assumptions that a) writers need feedback at all stages of the writing process, b) writing is revising, and c) writers are more motivated when presented with an authentic rhetorical situation (a sense of purpose, audience, and genre).
Course goals:

· Practice the writing and reading process and learn the importance of revision

· Practice discovering, developing, and organizing ideas

· Practice writing for a variety of purposes and audiences in a variety of genres
· Practice writing creatively and critically

· Develop voice and style  

· Practice integrating and citing outside sources

· Research the expectations for writing in the discipline of English Studies
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	Texts




· Example student writing discussed in class.

· Examples of published non-fiction writing chosen by students. Each student will photocopy their example for the class and lead discussion of the piece (see assignments).  
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	Assignments




Essay Portfolio .………………....  40%

Journals/Workshop Responses ….  25%

English Studies Website Project ... 15%

Presentation …………………..…. 10%

Participation …………………….. 10%
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	Essay Portfolio




The major project for this course will be a portfolio of your writing. Throughout the semester you will draft and revise essays for audiences and purposes beyond the classroom in a variety of genres: for example, a personal essay for a literary journal, an editorial for the Sac Bee, an essay for Calaveras Station, a personal or political blog, a humor website like The Onion, a self-published zine or graphic novel, a travel article for a magazine, a critical analysis essay for an undergraduate literature conference, a book of your family’s history, etc. You will choose the purpose, audience, and genre of your essays. 
When I evaluate the portfolios, I will use the English Department Writing Standards rubric (see handout), looking especially for a variety of purposes, audiences, and genres; effective research and integration of sources; and well-developed, original pieces that have gone through significant revision. I expect approximately 30 pages of final draft writing in the final portfolio (more is fine!), but the length of each essay you write will vary. You will also include workshop drafts, one-on-one conference drafts, and a process memo in the portfolio. The Essay Portfolio is due on the last day of class, Thursday, 12/8. I will give you an assignment description that describes the Essay Portfolio in more detail.    

I will evaluate your final portfolio, rather than giving you a grade for each article. I do this because I want you to focus on writing as a process and I want to evaluate your progress and effort as well as your final product. You will share your articles in full-class and small group workshops and in one-on-one conferences with me, so you will get plenty of helpful feedback and plenty of time to make significant revisions. 
I realize that grades are important, and I will keep you updated on how you are doing overall with a mid-term evaluation and verbal and written responses to your drafts. But I use portfolio evaluation because my goal is for you to focus on improving as a writer, learning the importance of revising, finding topics that you enjoy writing about, and appealing to a real audience beyond me as the teacher—rather than focusing on trying to just give the teacher what you think he wants to get that “A.” 
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	Journals/Workshop Responses



Journals/workshop responses include informal WebCT posts (mainly your responses to the presentation essays) and your written response to your peers in workshops, which I will evaluate as check-plus (A), check (B), check-minus (C), and no credit. Save all workshop responses for your Essay Portfolio. The goal of journal/informal writing is to explore ideas, and I will not be evaluating grammar or organization in your posts, but rather the depth of thought and quality of analysis and exploration. Journals/workshop responses cannot be made up if missed.
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	English Studies Website Project



Our final project for the last three weeks of class is to create a reading and writing resource website for English majors that will be published on the English Department website and the Writing Across the Curriculum website. You will interview English professors about their expectations for reading and writing, collect example writing assignments, and find links to other reading and writing in English Studies websites. You don’t need to be a computer expert for this project: I will put up the website with help from those of you who do have some experience creating websites.
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	Presentations



Everyone will choose a non-fiction essay they feel is an example of excellent writing and photocopy it for the class at least one class period before they are scheduled to present. The essays can be from any publication: magazines like Harpers and The Atlantic Monthly, websites like Salon.com, collections like Best American Essays and Best American Non-Required Reading, passages from non-fiction books, etc.

You will give a brief presentation to the class (5 minutes) discussing writerly issues of craft and technique using specific examples from the essay: issues like voice, style, tone, organization, transitions, openings, closings, integration of sources, development of ideas, etc. Examine the essays as a writer looking to learn the craft, not as a literary critic searching for underlying meaning. Ask the writerly question, How does this work? rather than the lit crit question, What does this mean? The class will respond to the essay on WebCT, exploring the same kinds of writerly questions, or specific questions you’ve assigned them.
You will then lead a discussion of the essay, so come up with three or four questions for discussion. You can also copy your peers’ WebCT posts (or passages from those posts) to use as springboards for discussion.
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	Participation and Attendance



This is a workshop class, not a lecture class, and I value everyone’s active and helpful participation. Because much of the learning in this class will take place during classroom discussions, workshops, and one-one-one conferences, regular attendance is essential. This means you cannot receive an “excellent” grade unless you are a regular and effective contributor to classroom discussions and workshops. Workshops and other in-class activities can’t be made up. Participation includes active, respectful, and thoughtful contributions to class discussions and workshops, participation in one-on-one conferences, and regular attendance.

I understand that life happens: emergencies come up, you’re asked to work an extra day, you get sick, etc. Because of this, you can miss three classes, no questions asked. If you miss more than three classes, your grade will be lowered by a third of a letter grade for each class you miss (for example, “A” to “A-”). Please let me know if a serious medical or family problem arises.
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	The Writing Center




The Writing Center provides free one-on-one tutoring for writing in any course. They can help you come up with topics, develop ideas, organize essays, and improve editing skills. I encourage you to visit the Writing Center throughout your career at CSUS—it’s a great resource.

Location: 128 CLV

Hours: M-R 10:00-6:00, F 10:00-1:00

Phone: 916-278-6356
Website: http://www.asn.csus.edu/writing/
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	Plagiarism



The goals of this course are for you to develop your writing and revising process, your sense of voice and style, and your ability to organize your thoughts on paper and get those ideas across to an audience: it goes without saying, then, that you must submit your own work or you will fail the course. 

You will be integrating outside sources in your essays, and we will talk extensively in class about how to integrate and cite sources. You should also review the CSUS plagiarism website at http://library.csus.edu/plagiarism. This website not only explains plagiarism and the CSUS academic honesty policy, but explains how to cite sources.
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