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Course Content
220C: Writing Across the Curriculum Theory and Practice is a graduate seminar examining the theory and practice of the Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) movement. Its goals are to introduce graduate students to the history of the WAC movement and writing in the academic disciplines, the theories of composing that inform WAC, and the practical application of these theories in WAC programs. 
Learning Outcomes

The goal of 220C is to explore in-depth an important topic area in Composition Studies. In this section of 220C, the topic of exploration is Writing Across the Curriculum.

Upon completion of the course, students should have a better understanding of:

· the history of the field of study

· the theory and practice of the field of study

· the major scholarly works of the field of study, including research, theory, and practice

· the relationship of the field of study to the broader field of Composition and Rhetoric

Texts

WAC for the New Millennium, Susan H. McLeod, Eric Miraglia, Margot Soven, and Christopher Thaiss, Eds., NCTE, 2001. Available at the CSUS bookstore.
Reference Guide to Writing Across the Curriculum, Charles Bazerman et al., Eds., Parlor Press, 2005. Available online in PDF format at the The WAC Clearinghouse: http://wac.colostate.edu/books/bazerman_wac
Chapters from Landmark Essays in Writing Across the Curriculum, Charles Bazerman and David Russell, Eds., Hermagoras Press, 1994. Out of print: Available on PDF files on the class website.
Chapters from Writing, Teaching, and Learning in the Disciplines, Anne Herrington and Charles Moran, Eds. MLA, 1992. Available on PDF files on the class website.
Other articles available in PDF format on the class website and online.
Assessment Strategies 

220C will assess the knowledge students gain of the special topic, their ability to synthesize material, and their ability to think critically and take a position within the specialized field. In order to assess these learning outcomes, this section of 220C will include the following assignments:
	Assignment
	Percentage of Final Grade

	
	

	Reading response journals
	40%

	CSUS student writing guide project
	15%

	WAC research project portfolio and presentation
	45%


Assignments

Reading Response Journals
Before each class you will write an informal, exploratory one-page post to the class website electronic discussion board, responding to one of the articles/chapters we’re reading for that particular class. In your reading responses, choose a brief passage from the text, quote the passage, and give your analysis of and response to the passage, considering the passage in light of the author’s central arguments. The purpose of these responses is to encourage you to explore (not summarize) the course readings. Challenge the texts, ask questions, take risks, and think about both the theoretical and practical implications of what you read. I will not evaluate these responses on grammatical correctness or precision of organization: these are informal and exploratory responses, and the content is what matters.

There will be two types of reading responses. On Tuesdays, we will have dialogic response journals: you will post a response and respond to two of your peer’s posts. The goal of the dialogic responses is to further collaborative learning, the social construction of knowledge, and a sense of classroom community. In order to allow time for peer response on Tuesdays, post your original response by Sunday. On Thursdays, you will post individual responses. In other words, on Thursdays you are not required to respond to your peer’s posts.
I will evaluate and respond to these posts intermittently on a check-plus (excellent), check (good), and check-minus (fair) basis, and at the end of the course the average grade of your posts will make up 40% of your final grade in the course. On the day you are the discussion leader, please bring a hard copy of your post or quotes from yours and others’ posts to pass out to the class (15 copies). Everyone will lead two reading discussions.
CSUS Student Writing Guide Project

The CSUS University Writing Committee has been charged by the Faculty Senate with creating a reading and writing across the curriculum guide that will be available to all CSUS students by Fall 2008. You will have the opportunity to help create this guide and receive publication credit. The guide will include sections on writing processes, reading strategies, research processes, writing in various disciplines, strategies for multilingual writers, writing and technology, etc. Each of you will design a project that will contribute to the creation of the student writing guide. Here are some examples of possible projects:

· Interviewing professors across disciplines about their expectation for reading, writing, and researching

· Interviewing students about their reading, writing, and researching experiences and processes

· Interviewing CSUS alumni about their workplace writing experiences

· Collecting writing assignments from professors across disciplines

· Collecting example student essays

· Finding links to online resources about reading, writing, and researching

· Writing sections of the student guide

I will talk to each of you individually about the scope and shape of your projects. If you decide to write a section of the student guide, remember that your audience is students, not teachers.
The final draft of your student writing guide materials is due Tuesday, April 10th.

WAC Research Project Portfolio
You will design a research project for possible publication or presentation at a conference. In addition to turning in a researched essay of 10-20 pages, you will give a 7-10 minute class presentation on your research. The essay should do more than summarize what others have said on a topic: aim for original research or theoretical explorations of an issue in WAC. The rhetorical situation of your research project (the purpose, audience, and genre) will dictate the form and format of your essay, but whether you are aiming for a conference presentation or a journal article or a WAC newsletter article, readers will expect you to both thoroughly research your topic and add something to the conversation. The essay topic might grow from your class readings and response journals, or you might want to write on a WAC-related subject not discussed in the class readings. We will hold peer response workshops and one-on-one conferences so you can receive feedback on your research project throughout the writing process. Your final portfolio will include workshop and conference drafts and a process memo (I will hand out a fuller description of the research project portfolio the second week of class).
Here are some possible audiences for your research project:

· The WAC Journal at http://wac.colostate.edu/journal
· Across the Disciplines at http://wac.colostate.edu/atd
· The Writing Lab Newsletter at http://writinglabnewsletter.org
· The National WAC Conference in Austin on May 29-31, 2008

· The Conference on College Composition and Communication in New Orleans on April 2-5
· The NCTE Convention in San Antonio on November 20-23

· The 2008 Northern California Writing Centers Association Conference in March of 2008, location TBA
· The 2008 CSUS Reading and Writing Across the Curriculum Conference in February of 2008

Your research project portfolio is due on the last day of class, May 17th.

Attendance and Participation

220C is not a lecture course, and everyone’s active participation will be highly valued. Because much of the learning in 220C will take place during classroom discussions and workshops, regular attendance is essential. A student cannot receive an “A” grade unless he or she is a regular and effective contributor to classroom discussions and workshops. You will get two “freebie” absences. Every absence after the second will lower your final grade by a third of a letter grade for each class you miss (for example, “A” to “A-”). I look forward to in-depth exploration of the readings and careful and thoughtful responses to your peer’s work and ideas. 
ENGL220C Syllabus

1/30, T

· Course description and syllabus

· Sign up for discussion leader days

The History of WAC

2/1 R

· Discuss your experiences with and knowledge of WAC

· “Introduction to Key Concepts,” Chapter 1 of Reference Guide to WAC 

· “History of the WAC Movement,” Chapter 2 of Reference Guide to WAC 

· WAC at CSUS (browse CSUS WAC website at http://www.csus.edu/wac)
2/6 T 

· “The Writing-Across-the-Curriculum Movement: 1970-1990,” David Russell (PDF file on class website)  

· “The Writing-Across-the-Curriculum Movement: 1990-2000,” David Russell (PDF file on class website)

· Browse WAC Clearinghouse at http://wac.colostate.edu 
WAC Approaches: Writing to Learn 

2/8 R

· “Writing to Learn,” Chapter 5 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “Writing as a Mode of Learning,” Janet Emig (PDF file on class website)

· Discuss ideas for CSUS student writing guide project

2/13 T 

· “The Personal Connection: Journal Writing Across the Curriculum,” Toby Fulwiler in Language Connections: Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, available at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/language_connections

· “Considering Values: The Poetic Function of Language,” Art Young in Language Connections: Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, available at http://wac.colostate.edu/books/language_connections

WAC Approaches: Writing in the Disciplines and Critical Literacy

2/15 R

· “On-Going Concerns: The Particularity of Disciplinary Discourses,” Chapter 7 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “On-Going Concerns: The Place of Students in Disciplinary Discourses,” Chapter 8 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “Inventing the University,” David Bartholomae (PDF file on class website)

2/20 T

· “From Cultural Criticism to Disciplinary Participation: Living with Powerful Words,” Charles Bazerman (PDF file on class website)
· “Speaking of Knowing: Conceptions of Understanding in Academic Disciplines,” Judith Langer (PDF file on class website) 

2/22 R

· "Generalizing about Genre: New Conceptions of an Old Concept," Amy Devitt (PDF file on class website)

· “Rethinking Genre in School and Society: An Activity Theory Analysis,” David Russell, available online at http://www.public.iastate.edu/~drrussel/at&genre/at&genre.html

2/27 T

· “Interchange: A Conversation among the Disciplines” (PDF file on class website)

· "Evolving Paradigms: WAC and the Rhetoric of Inquiry." Judy Kirscht, et al. (PDF file on class website)  

3/1 R

· “WAC as Critical Pedagogy: The Third Stage?” Donna LeCourt, Available online at http://jac.gsu.edu/jac/16.3/Articles/3.htm

· “The Politics of Literacy Across the Curriculum,” Victor Villanueva, Chapter 7 of WAC for the New Millennium
WAC Research

3/6 T

· “Research on WAC Teaching and Learning,” Chapter 7 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “The Development of Writing Abilities,” Nancy Martin et al. (PDF file on class website)

· Discuss WAC research projects

3/8 R 

· “Where do the Naturalistic Studies of WAC/WID Point? A Research Review,” David Russell, Chapter 11 of WAC for the New Millennium
·  “A Stranger in Strange Lands,” Lucille McCarthy (PDF file on class website)

· “Writing in Academic Settings: A Study of the Contexts for Writing in Two College Chemical Engineering Courses,” by Anne Herrington (PDF file on class website)

3/13 T

· “The Novice as Expert: Writing the Freshman Year,” Nancy Sommers and Laura Saltz (PDF file on class website)

· "Writing Development in the College Years: By Whose Definition?" Marcia Curtis and Anne Herrington (PDF file on class website)

WAC Programs

3/15 R

· “Programs in Writing Across the Curriculum,” Chapter 3 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “Getting Started,” Barbara Walvoord, Chapter 2 of Writing Across the Curriculum: A Guide to Developing Programs. Available online at the WAC Clearinghouse: http://wac.colostate.edu/books/mcleod_soven/

· “How Well Does Writing Across the Curriculum Work?” Toby Fulwiler (PDF file on class website)

3/20 T

· “New Programmatic Directions,” Chapter 9 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “Writing Across the Curriculum in a Time of Change,” Susan McCleod and Eric Miraglia, Chapter 1 of WAC for the New Millennium
· “The Enemies of Writing Across the Curriculum,” Art Young and Toby Fulwiler (PDF file on class website)
3/22 R

· One-on-one conferences: CSUS student writing guide project drafts

3/27, 3/29     Spring Break

4/3 T

· “Writing Across the Curriculum and/in the Freshman English Program,” Linda Peterson, Chapter 5 of Writing Across the Curriculum: A Guide to Developing Programs. Available online at the WAC Clearinghouse: http://wac.colostate.edu/books/mcleod_soven/

· Review WAC-focused FYW textbooks

4/5 R

· “Is It Still WAC? Writing within Interdisciplinary Learning Communities,” Terry Myers Zawacki and Ashley Taliaferro Williams, Chapter 5 of WAC for the New Millennium
· “Writing-Intensive Courses and WAC,” Martha Townsend, Chapter 10 of WAC for the New Millennium
4/10 T

· Submit CSUS student writing guide projects

· “Curriculum-Based Peer Tutors and WAC,” Margot Soven, Chapter 9 of WAC for the New Millennium
· “Writing Centers and WAC,” Joan Mullin, Chapter 8 of WAC for the New Millennium
New Directions for WAC

4/12 R

· “The Future of WAC,” Barbara Walvoord (PDF file on class website)

· “Writing Across the Curriculum and Service Learning: Kairos, Genre, and Collaboration,” David Jolliffe, Chapter 4 of WAC for the New Millennium
· Guest speaker: Dr. Cathy Gabor

4/17 T

· “Assessment in Writing Across the Curriculum,” Chapter 10 of Reference Guide to WAC
· “Accommodating Complexity: WAC Program Evaluation in the Age of Accountability,” William Condon, Chapter 2 of WAC for the New Millennium
· "Adventuring into Writing Assessment," Richard Haswell and Susan Wyche-Smith (PDF file on class website)

· NCTE position statement on writing assessment: http://www.ncte.org/about/over/positions/category/assess/107610.htm

· Guest speaker: Dr. Fiona Glade, GWAR Coordinator

4/19 R

· Peer response workshop: WAC research project drafts

4/24 T

· “WAC Wired: Electronic Communication Across the Curriculum,” Donna Reiss and Art Young, Chapter 3 of WAC for the New Millennium 

· "Communication Across the Curriculum and Institutional Culture," Mike Palmquist et al. (PDF file on class website)
4/26 R

· “ESL Students and WAC Programs: Varied Populations and Diverse Needs,” Ann Johns, Chapter 6 of WAC for the New Millennium
· Writing Across Borders, video
5/1 T

· One-on-one conferences: WAC research project drafts

5/3 R

· “Theory in WAC: Where Have We Been, Where Are We Going?” Christopher Thaiss, Chapter 12 of WAC for the New Millennium
· Guest speaker: Dr. Christopher Thaiss

5/8 T

· WAC research project presentations

5/10 R

· WAC research project presentations

5/15 T

· Course evaluations

· WAC research project presentations

5/17 R

· WAC research project presentations

· Submit WAC research projects

