CSU, SACRAMENTO

2010-11 FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, September 21, 2010

3:00-5:00

Sacramento Hall, Room 275

Present:
Barrena, Buckley, Hecsh, Krabacher, McCurley, Miller, Noel, Peigahi, Piloyan, Russell, Sheley, Sheppard, Taylor, Van Gaasbeck, Wagner
Guests:
Margarita Berta-Avila, Mike Lee, Don Taylor
MINUTES:

1.
Minutes from September 14, 2010 – In the first bullet of “Open Forum”, the campus didn’t receive $106 million in federal funds. The CSU received these funds. The minutes were approved as amended.

2.
Agenda – the following items was added to the agenda: class size report referrals; standing committee liaisons to subcommittees. The agenda was adopted as amended.
3.
Open Forum:

· Noel announced that CODE has a vacancy due to a member being on medical leave. The College of Education has someone who is willing to serve. 
· Noel announced that FPC discussed the class size report and is ready to submit its analysis and comments.

· Buckley announced that the CSU is holding a graduation initiative meeting in San Francisco on 10/8 and urged that faculty leadership be represented. Sheley stated that each campus can send a minimum of 4 representatives. Sheley, Varlotta and Watson-Derbigny will attend. 
4.
Protocol for faculty-led off campus activities – The Committee continued its discussion on the draft memo, which is a response to a system-wide audit. Barrena supported a faculty group review the policy, citing the protocols as very broad-ranging and wanted to minimize side effects that might hamstring the campus from operating. Where does the line get drawn? For example, if a charity benefit is being held and students are urged to attend, do they all have to sign waivers? Sheley advocated having department chairs review the protocols and provide feedback because some departments do more fieldtrips than others. Sheley stated the protocols will be re-crafted based on feedback and forwarded to EC members for further feedback. The Committee agreed that the protocols were clear with regard to regular session class field trips. What was still unclear was internships and activities that are optional. 
4.
Chair’s business:

· Sheppard announced that there are only one volunteer each for UBAC and UEI. Sheppard urged members to recruit other volunteers. In the meantime, he will draft another email to senators and department chairs to encourage more volunteers.
5.
By-laws:
A. Elections of vice chairs for standing policy committees - Buckley recommended that attending EC and/or Senate meetings should be spelled out as one of the duties. Taylor added that it should be clear that the vice chair of a standing policy committee receives no release time. The Committee agreed to place the item on the Senate agenda for 9/30.
B. Voting status of chairs – After discussion, the Committee agreed to place the item on the Senate agenda for 9/30.

C. Alternates – the Committee discussed the pros and cons of allowing alternates to “float” and not be tied to a specific senator or term; having alternates serve a term of one year instead of two; the ease or difficulty in communication, etc. On a vote of 5 in favor; 3 opposed; 2 abstentions, the Committee voted to place the item on the Senate agenda for 9/30 with a positive recommendation.
6.
Proposed on-line faculty forum: The Committee continued its discussion of an on-line faculty forum. Discussion included the following:
· What would the primary purpose of the forum be – for information sharing or for building collegiality (sense of community)?

· Some faculty still prefer face-to-face interactions. If there were more opportunities for these interactions, perhaps then a social networking platform could be developed / implemented. Peigahi reported that Carolyn Gibbs (Department of Design) is working on plans for a faculty club for hosting social interactions.
· Russell stated that faculty may be too diverse for there to be a single method for fostering greater community and information sharing (age and interests). Why not pursue both the face-to-face and the on-line?
· Buckley suggested that Sheppard inquire with the other senate chairs to see if there is a good model being used. 

· Van Gaasbeck suggested that an easy way to disseminate information right away is to have more robust webpages for the standing policy committees.

7.
Proposed teach-in – Hecsh asked the following questions: 1) what is the purpose and desired outcome? 2) who would sponsor the event? Who would be invited? 3) the Koran burning issue is over – what would the focus be on? 4) how should the campus handle counter-protests/teach-ins? 
Noel commented that the university is already engaged in numerous “One-Book” activities, so caution should be used so that a teach-in does not compete with this theme, but perhaps can be used to piggy-back onto these immigration-related activities. 

Buckley advocated for a convocation called for by the President, since convocations would have dedicated staff and office support to make it happen. Barrena advocated establishing an annual convocation devoted to such topics. 
Sheley stated that focusing on a national issue with a local tie-in would be successful and suggested that a timely topic be chosen that can be embedded into the GE pilot and its collaboratives.
Hecsh, Russell and Piloyan will continue to work on the matter.

