THE WU GRADE


BACKGROUND:  From Chancellor’s Executive Order No. 792 (pages 4 and 5):

“The following statement shall appear in the campus catalog:

The symbol “WU” indicates that an enrolled student did not withdraw from the course and also failed to complete course requirements.  It is used when, in the opinion of the instructor, completed assignments or course activities or both were insufficient to make normal evaluation of academic performance possible.  For purposes of grade point average and progress point computation this symbol is equivalent to an “F”.

If local campus policy prescribes other instances where this symbol may be used, the foregoing statement shall be extended to cover such instances.”

From the CSUS 2004-2006 Catalog (page 105)

WU Withdrawal Unauthorized indicates that an enrolled student did not withdraw from the course and also failed to complete course requirements. It is used when, in the opinion of the instructor, completed assignments or course activities, or both, were insufficient to make normal evaluation of academic performance possible. For purposes of grade point average, this symbol is equivalent to an “F”. 

GUIDELINES FOR FACULTY

WU (Withdrawal Unauthorized)

WU (Withdrawal Unauthorized) indicates that an enrolled student did not withdraw from the course and also failed to complete course requirements. 

In general, the WU grade is assigned when a student stops attending class, stops submitting work for the course, and the instructor cannot adequately determine the appropriate earned grade (A, B, C, D, or F) based on the work that has been completed.  This differs from the I grade, where only a portion of the coursework remains to be completed (due to unforeseen but fully justified circumstances) and there is still a possibility to obtain credit.  If a student has failed to complete all of the course requirements but has attempted to complete enough to support an F for the course, the WU grade should not be assigned.  A WU grade is not a substitute for a failing grade.
The effect of the WU grade on the student’s GPA is equivalent to an F.  Like an F, if the class is repeated, the University’s repeat policy applies.  Additionally, the first semester in which a one or more WU grades are assigned, the “First Semester WU Deletion Policy” may be applied.  The result being that the student’s GPA will not include the WU grades in the calculation.  However, the WU will remain on the student’s transcript. (Approved by APC, November 1, 2004)
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