
About a third of Sacramento State’s students are 
the first in their family to attend college. It’s an 
experience Biology Professor Ron Coleman can 
relate to as a first-generation student himself.

“I try to get students involved and get them to take 
that leap,” said Coleman, who runs the Evolutionary 
Ecology of Fishes Laboratory and serves as 
Interim Director of the Student Research Center at 
Sacramento State. “If we can expose them to these 
ideas, it’s like they see there’s another world out 
there; and we want them to see that they are part 
of it.”

Coleman leads university-wide research activities 
such as poster presentations and engagement 
events. He invites cohorts of students to be part 
of his research trips to Costa Rica. “A lot of times 
when students talk about research they’ll say, 
‘they discovered something.’ And I try to get them 
into the mindset that it’s ‘we’ or ‘I,’ ‘I discovered 
something,’” Coleman said.

Coleman’s student-centric approach has made all 
the difference in his students’ lives over the years, 
such as alumnus Ameer Thompson ’05.

“Dr. Coleman was instrumental in helping me 
understand that I could do this,” Thompson said.

Thompson, who was a student in Sacramento 

State’s Science Educational Equity (SEE) program, 
started working in Coleman’s lab—first as part 
of the team that set up the lab and eventually as 
Coleman’s lab assistant.

“Before I didn’t really know science could be 
anything beyond what you study in a book. He 
helped me understand what it means to be a 
scientist and helped me feel like I was a scientist,” 
said Thompson, who is a Sacramento State donor, 
naming a SEE program scholarship in honor of his 
mother.

After graduating from Sacramento State, Thompson 
earned his Ph.D. at Cornell University and served as 
an interim dean at Contra Costa College. He is now 
Dean of Science and Technology at Cañada College 
in Redwood City, California. It is an accomplished 
career that Thompson says all started with 
Coleman’s encouragement.

“Dr. Coleman is always willing to go above and 
beyond and looking for ways for students to be 
great,” Thompson said. Coleman said what he does 
is just part of Sacramento State’s teaching mission 
and culture. He added that the teaching mission is 
why the On the Rise campaign is so important.

“Higher education gives people a chance,” Coleman 
said. “You have to show them, you can do this. If you 
show people the possibility, then they aim for it.”

SPOTLIGHT: Ameer Thompson and Ron Coleman

Mentor With a Mission
Sacramento State faculty member Ron Coleman is passionate  
about helping students realize their potential.

ABOUT ON THE RISE 
The goal of the $225 million  
On the Rise campaign is to amplify
Sacramento State’s impact in
the region, the state, and the
world by doubling our current
level of private support. The
campaign has three priorities:
supporting students through
increased financial aid and
student programs; advancing
knowledge through innovative
learning approaches; and
strengthening the larger
Sacramento community
through diverse, engaged,
and impactful teaching and
research.

On the Rise campaign is committed 
to uplifting generations of people 
in an equitable and sustainable 
way.

For more information  
about On the Rise, please 
contact the Campaign Office  
at campaign@csus.edu.
Online: csus.edu/campaign

“Higher education gives 
people a chance. You 
have to show them, 
you can do this. If 
you show people the 
possibility, then they 
aim for it.”

—Ron Coleman

Ameer Thompson (left), inspired by his mentor Professor Ron Coleman, leaves a lasting legacy at Sacramento State.
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