
Sacramento State’s College of Social Sciences 
& Interdisciplinary Studies (SSIS) supports the 
diversity and vibrancy of the Sacramento region. 
Located in the capital city of the fifth-largest 
economy in the world and with the recent 
opening of Sac State Downtown, our students 
are given a unique opportunity to work closely 
with policymakers and tackle challenging social 
problems. The dynamic curricula and activities 
within the College examine all aspects of human 
society, through the study of social justice, policy, 
mental and physical health, culture, and social 
behavior across 14 innovative programs.

Our dedicated faculty, staff, and students are 
committed to challenging the status quo, affecting 
change, and advancing public service engagement 
and leadership in an inclusive environment. Key 
to our students’ success is their awareness of 
culture and community, scientific thinking and 
analysis, anti-racist practices, and ethical decision-
making. These skills and abilities are critical to the 
prosperity of our entire community. The College 
continues to influence discovery, integration, and 
implementation of the social sciences across the 
region in work such as:

• Faculty & Student Research—focuses on the 
study of bias, structural racism, oppression, 
and social justice by our faculty and their 
students. This work also engages communities 
through different activities, including 
interdisciplinary partnerships, conferences, 
anti-bias trainings, neighborhood youth 
development programs, and panels on racism. 

• Sacramento Semester—a highly competitive 
program, within the Department of Political 
Science and open to students from across the 
California State University system, offers a fully 
immersive learning experience in legislative 
processes.

• Social Bridging Project—a partnership with 
the Governor’s Office, State Department of 
Aging, United Airlines, and our nationally 
ranked Department of Gerontology to connect 
with older adults who are isolated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sacramento is home to change-makers where 
influential leaders and innovators set policy 
that shapes the way the world lives. The College 
of Social Sciences & Interdisciplinary Studies is 
uniquely situated to be a driver of transformative 
solutions to society’s most vexing problems. 

On the Rise: The Campaign 
for Sacramento State is 
supporting the College 
of Social Sciences & 
Interdisciplinary Studies as  
it seeks critical funds for 
these important initiatives: 

n Secure more scholarship funds 
that help students access a 
Sacramento State degree and 
achieve their dreams.  

n Transform student learning 
spaces into living laboratories 
with practical problem-solving 
opportunities and applications.

n Create pathways to careers in 
public service and social justice 
by expanding our internship 
and community engagement 
opportunities.

Together, we will nurture  
tomorrow’s thinkers, policymakers, 
and social innovators—and keep 
Sacramento State On the Rise.
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Elevate your impact
Driving transformative solutions to society’s most vexing problems.



Scholarships and Student Success

• Increase support of vital services for students 
of diverse backgrounds such as the Cooper-
Woodson College Enhancement Program and 
the SSIS Student Success Center, which are 
committed to ensuring that all students thrive 
at Sacramento State.

• Increase scholarship and endowment funds 
available for current and future students, 
making a significant and immediate impact 
on their lives.

Living Laboratories

• Expand and diversify experiential learning 
opportunities to ensure that every graduate 
of the College leaves prepared to enter their 
chosen field with applied experience.

• Create more paid internship opportunities 
for students allowing them to focus on the 
real-world experiences these opportunities 
provide.

• Provide students with opportunities for active 
engagement in work related to anti-racist 
issues, disparities, policy, practices, and 
movements within the community.

Leadership in Anti-Racism, Social Justice, 
Public Service, and Policy

• Create accessible and equitable pathways 
for civic engagement and careers in public 
service and social justice by expanding 
relationships with potential employers and 
stakeholders. 

• Position a broad range of faculty and students 
as a resource for state/local government 
and nonprofit organizations, offering high 
quality and accessible research, expertise, and 
community service.

• Provide resources and support for faculty 
and students engaged in anti-racism and 
social justice research and community-based 
activities. 

Campaign Priorities

     How 
To Give

College of Social Sciences & Interdisciplinary Studies

At Sacramento State, we are  
On the Rise and need your 
support to reach the next level 
of excellence for our students 
and community. Your investment 
will allow us to do even more for 
our students, our region, and the 
world.

GIVE ONLINE 
csus.edu/campaign

CONTACT  
Sarah Hodge 
Director of Development

PHONE 
916-278-4130

EMAIL  
hodge@csus.edu

ABOUT ON THE RISE 
The goal of the $225 million  
On the Rise campaign is to amplify 
Sacramento State’s impact in the 
region, the state, and the world 
by doubling our current level of 
private support. The campaign 
has three priorities: supporting 
students through increased 
financial aid and student programs; 
advancing knowledge through 
innovative learning approaches; 
and strengthening the larger 
Sacramento community through 
diverse, engaged and impactful 
teaching and research.

On the Rise campaign is committed 
to uplifting generations of people in 
an equitable and sustainable way.

The Psychology 
Department rallied 
together and pushed SSIS 
over the top in meeting 
the challenge. “It was fun 
because it was low key 
and easy for people to get involved,” she said. “For 
us, it was the camaraderie of it all.”

Cameron was so inspired by the efforts of her 
department that she agreed to become a campaign 
ambassador for Sacramento State’s On the Rise 
campaign, which seeks to raise $225 million for 
Sacramento State including doubling the amount 
of private support for students. Cameron hopes to 
inspire more giving, especially among faculty and 
staff through payroll deduction.

“Sac State is an amazing place and our students are 
brilliant, wise, interesting, creative, and motivated,” 
she said. “To be able to facilitate them reaching 
their goals—whether that be through teaching or 
making a gift—is a real privilege.”

Spotlight Rebecca Cameron  
Meeting the challenge

Time was running out. Money was on the line.

Rebecca Cameron, chair of the Psychology 
Department at Sacramento State, was determined 
to win.

The goal in front of her—motivate 20 people 
to make a donation for the 2019 Give Sac State 
Day, a 36-hour online fundraiser and unlock 
the “challenge” gift of an additional $1,000 to 
Sacramento State. The only problem was that 
Cameron and her colleagues weren’t on campus 
during Give Sac State Day. Instead, they were 
scattered— some in the midst of traveling and 
many at an out-of-town conference. Cameron 
would not be deterred.

“I started texting people asking if they would give, 
no matter the amount, and tried to find people at 
the conference during breaks and asked them to 
give. I even helped a senior faculty member, who 
still had a flip phone, make an online donation,” 
Cameron said. “Everyone was great about helping 
to meet the goal.”


