CERCA sample syllabus language

i. Statement that it is a CERCA course 
[Please add this boilerplate to your syllabus.]
This is a Community-Engaged Research or Creative Activity (CERCA) Course!

ii. Definition of CERCA 
[Please add the following boilerplate to your syllabus.]
Definition of CERCA: Community-Engaged Research or Creative Activity (CERCA) includes research and creative activity in service to community partners. It often takes place in community settings and involves community members in the design and implementation of scholarly projects (i.e., research or creative activity), and demonstrates respect for the contributions made by community partners. At Sac State, CERCA rejects extractive research practices and moves beyond the common research principle of "doing no harm" to the communities involved by centering the strengths and desires of communities and valuing their expertise in the research process.
To align with this definition, the following principles guide the development of research projects involving collaboration between university researchers and community partners, whether the community partners are formally structured community-based organizations or informal groups of individual community members.
· Reciprocal partnerships
· Caring interdependence 
· Equity-oriented collaboration
· Advancement of social justice and the public good

CERCA is a research approach and a pedagogical strategy that faculty use to help students deepen their understanding of research in the community through hands-on activity. This form of experiential learning is mutually beneficial to students and community partner(s).

iii. CERCA-specific learning outcomes 
[Please add the following boilerplate.]
Students who apply themselves fully to the CERCA components should:
· Develop appreciation for the diversity of communities that make up Sacramento
· Develop an understanding of the local social problems facing our community
· Feel connected to the course content, the major, and the field of study 
· Develop skills at working with others effectively
· Develop new social connections at the university 
· Articulate the career-readiness skills that they developed over the course of their CERCA engagement


iv. Course-specific career-readiness skills (optional)

[Please consider highlighting career-readiness skills appropriate for your project and choose among the appropriate NACE career competencies.]
Students who apply themselves fully can also develop the following career-readiness skills. Select from the following list from the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE):
· Career- and self- development
· Communication
· Critical thinking 
· Equity and inclusion
· Leadership 
· Professionalism
· Teamwork
· Technology


v. Information about the learning experience and student responsibilities: 
[Please add information about student responsibilities for your CERCA project. If you would like support, please reach out to Erin Rose Ellison at ellison@csus.edu. This may include information about the training/learning experience as well as information about the overall project. This may also include meeting expectations or other items necessary to communicate with students. There are many ways these items can be achieved in a syllabus; the example below is just one way to do it.]
Example: 
This course incorporates community psychology fieldwork (i.e., research and action) at an after-school setting, including conducting youth participatory action research (YPAR) with elementary school students. Our PAR project engages children in using photography to examine neighborhood-defined needs and desires. This is done through a participatory method called Photovoice. The goals of the course are to provide students with an opportunity to learn about YPAR and community-based participatory approaches to promoting community empowerment and well-being through 1) readings, lectures, and classroom-based activities, and 2) hands-on experience in facilitating and documenting the YPAR/Photovoice project.
Students are responsible for attending weekly meetings on campus on Wednesday mornings to design, plan, practice, and reflect on our work. Students are also responsible for attending weekly meetings at Elder Creek Elementary School in South Sacramento on Wednesday afternoons. Students will assist with curriculum development and delivery: hands-on experience facilitating a youth program in an after-school setting. Students will also receive training and engage in ethnographic data collection. Students will work closely with a graduate student or post-graduate mentor on lesson planning, facilitation, and data collection activities.
Students are also responsible for completing approximately 2 additional “volunteer” hours at the site per week to assist the community partner with operations. When students volunteer, they provide whatever support the Center’s staff need, such as assistance with the kinder room, setting up for supper, participating in art activities, homework help, or other duties. 

vi. Community partner requirements: 
[Please add info about your community partnership and the site requirements. If you would like support on how to determine these needs, please reach out to Erin Rose Ellison at ellison@csus.edu. These may include practical specifications, for example specific dress codes, Live Scan fingerprinting, the ability to get to the community partner site, ability to stand for multiple hours, etc., and/or skill-based requirement such as Spanish fluency, other technical skills, etc.]
Example: 
The Sacramento Chinese Community Services Center (the Center) is the organization contracted with the Sacramento Unified School District to provide after-school programming. Our project is offered at Elder Creek Elementary School in the after-school program (ASP) as an ‘enrichment’ opportunity for 4th – 6th graders. Students are required to follow the Center’s clearance process (see below), code of conduct, expectations for communication, and dress code. 
Prior to attending our enrichment ASP, university students must pass a background check and go through the orientation required by our community partner, the Center, including:
· mandated reporter training 
· livescan fingerprint
· proof of negative TB status
· and other materials as required by the Center
To do all of this, you must be entered into the CalState S4/CEC Connect system (see below) prior to completing the clearance process and sending your paperwork to the Center. The CalState S4 system also takes you through an orientation in which you complete a waiver and other forms, see info below. Thus, we hold an orientation prior to the semester and have due dates before the semester to make sure we can get on site! 

vii. Sacramento State CERCA requirements boilerplate
[Please add the following boilerplate.]
You will be required to complete some online paperwork to ensure that you are covered by SAFECLIP, a general and professional liability for students enrolled in community engaged courses for which they receive academic credit. Ahead of the semester, your instructor will “place” you at the site through the CalState S4 website (found in a link at www.csus.edu/cec) and then you will log-in with your Sac Link ID and:
· Review and sign off on a Code of Conduct.
· Review and sign off on the “Informed Consent, Agreement, Release, Waiver of Liability and Assumption of Risk” form.
· Print out an Emergency Contact Form to be completed and then given to your community partner and professor.
· Keep track of your time on an electronic time log during the semester. You will submit that time log electronically to your site supervisor for an e-signature at the end of the semester and submit through CalState S4/CEC Connect. 
· Complete an evaluation questionnaire of your partner site and experience at the end of the semester.

