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Competence in the Disciplines: The ability to demonstrate the competencies and values listed 
below in at least one major field of study and to demonstrate informed understandings of other 
fields, drawing on the knowledge and skills of disciplines outside the major. 

Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World through study in the 
sciences and mathematics, social sciences, humanities, histories, languages, and the arts.  
Focused by engagement with big questions, contemporary and enduring. 

Intellectual and Practical Skills, Including: inquiry and analysis, critical, philosophical and 
creative thinking, written and oral communication, quantitative literacy, information literacy, 
teamwork and problem solving, practiced extensively, across the curriculum, in the context of 
progressively more challenging problems, projects, and standards for performance. 

Personal and Social Responsibility, Including: civic knowledge and engagement—local and 
global,* intercultural knowledge and competence, ethical reasoning and action, foundations and 
skills for lifelong learning anchored through active involvement with diverse communities and 
real-world challenges. 

**Integrative Learning, Including: synthesis and advanced accomplishment across general and 
specialized studies. 

All of the above are demonstrated through the application of knowledge, skills, and 
responsibilities to new settings and complex problems. 

Institutional Graduate Learning Goals for Masters 
Programs
Disciplinary knowledge: Master, integrate, and apply disciplinary knowledge and skills to 
current, practical, and important contexts and situations.

Communication: Communicate key knowledge with clarity and purpose both within the 
discipline and in broader contexts.

Critical thinking/analysis: Demonstrate the ability to be creative, analytical, and critical 
thinkers.

Information literacy: Demonstrate the ability to obtain, assess, and analyze information from a 
myriad of sources.

Professionalism: Demonstrate an understanding of professional integrity.

Intercultural/Global Perspectives: Demonstrate relevant knowledge and application of 
intercultural and/or global perspectives.

*Understanding of and respect for those who are different from oneself and the ability to work collaboratively with
those who come from diverse cultural backgrounds.
** Interdisciplinary learning, learning communities, capstone or senior studies in the General Education program
and/or in the major connecting learning goals with the content and practices of the educational programs
including GE, departmental majors, the co-curriculum and assessments.
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