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Program Notes 
 

My first venture into writing for strings, an equally daunting and exciting task due to the wide versatility in 
timbre and technique that the string instrument lends itself to. In writing Of Anticipation  I wanted to 
acknowledge these unique characteristics of the string family but I primarily wanted to focus on exploring the 
musical element of texture. Throughout the piece you will hear a wide variety of rhythmic interplay including 
the use of hemiola and polyrhythm juxtaposed with thin and simple textures. In combination with the 
harmonic language, the result is a sense of anxious and yet joyous expectation. 
 
Secluded Conservatory  initially started as a project in adaptive video game music, later becoming a stand-
alone piece. The adaptive refers to music changing depending on the state of the level or game area. You'll 
notice this change of pace in the middle of the piece as the music begins to depict a calmer more intimate 
scene using the same exact musical material from the beginning. 
 
Similar to adaptive music, interactive music changes based on actions the player takes in a video game. 
In Eastern Village, the player moves closer and closer towards a town, eventually reaching the gates or even 
walking inside a shop. You will hear layers come and go throughout this piece that represent these different 
states. 
 
Text for Masks: 

She had blue skin, 
And so did he. 
He kept it hid 
And so did she. 
They searched for blue 
Their whole life through. 
Then passed right by– 
And never knew. 
 

I've always wanted to see the aurora borealis in person; I think it's one of the most beautiful sights in nature. 
I've yet to cross it off my bucket list but I composed this piece in the meantime, imitating the natural wonder 
that is the northern lights. Essence of Wonder  was the first time I used and created synthetic sounds, a sound 
I deemed fitting for such an otherworldly spectacle. My interest in these types of sounds has stuck with me 
since. 


