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ACT I  
A rough and rocky landscape; a room in Sarastro’s Temple; a 
grove in front of the temple 
  

I N T E R M I S S I O N 
 
ACT II 
Inside Sarastro’s Temple  
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Content Warning: This opera contains adult themes including 
attempted suicide.  
 
Act I  
In the wilderness in a mythical land between the sun and the moon, 
the ladies of the Queen of the Night save Prince Tamino from a 
dragon. After they leave to tell the Queen, the birdcatcher Papageno 
appears and tells everyone that he was the one who killed the dragon. 
The ladies return to give Tamino a locket with a picture of the Queen’s 
daughter Pamina who they say is being held captive by the evil 
Sarastro. Tamino instantly falls in love with the portrait of Pamina. The 
Queen of the Night appears and commands that Tamino rescue her 
daughter and the four ladies give Papageno and Tamino a magic flute 
and magic bells and ask three young spirits to help guide them on 
their journey.  
 

Later inside the temple of Sarastro, Papageno saves Pamina from the 
lustful chief henchman Monostatos and Papageno lets Pamina know 
that Tamino is on his way to save her. When Tamino arrives at the 
temple he quickly learns that it is the Queen of the Night who is evil, 
not Sarastro. Papageno uses his magic bells to drive off Monostatos 
and his henchman, long enough for Sarastro to arrive and banish 
Monostatos. Sarastro declares that in order for Tamino to marry 
Pamina he must undergo trials of wisdom and the act concludes with 
Sarastro’s priests singing of the virtues of wisdom and righteousness.  
 
Act II  
At the temple, Sarastro’s priests sing to Isis and Osiris, and Sarastro 
prays for the protection of Tamino and Pamina.  
 

Tamino and Papageno begin their first trial. They are warned of 
distractions and sworn to silence. Although the ladies of the Queen of 
the night try and trick them into speaking, Tamino remains steadfast.  

 

The Queen of the Night appears to her daughter Pamina, giving her a 
dagger and demanding that she kill Sarastro. Monostatos again tries to 
capture Pamina, but Sarastro arrives and drives him off. Pamina begs  

Sarastro to take pity on her mother, and Sarastro tells her that he does 
not seek revenge.  
 

Papageno meets an old woman and asks if she has a boyfriend – she 
replies yes and his name is Papageno, but before he can find out more 
she disappears. The three spirits bring our heroes the Magic Flute and 
magic bells sent back to them by Sarastro. Tamino uses the flute to call 
for Pamina, but when she arrives he does not speak to her, in order to 
maintain his vow of silence. Pamina thinks that Tamino no longer loves 
her and is in the depths of despair.  
 

Papageno asks the priests if they can help find him a wife. He gets a 
brief glimpse of Papagena but she again disappears and the priests tell 
him he is not yet worthy of her.  
 

Pamina, thinking that Tamino no longer loves her feels that her only 
path forward is suicide, using the dagger that her mother intended to 
be used to kill Sarastro. The three spirits stop her and tell her that 
Tamino was only maintaining his vow of silence and does really love 
her.  
 

Tamino and Pamina are happily reunited and undergo the remaining 
trials of fire and water together. With the magic flute in hand they 
easily survive the trials.  
 

Papageno is also heartbroken as he can’t find Papagena. The three 
spirits return again and this time remind Papageno to use his magic 
bells. When Papagena appears they both say that they will be happily 
married soon, and immediately begin arguing about whether their 
children will be boys or girls.  
 

After all other attempts to kill Sarastro have failed, the Queen of the 
Night goes to the temple herself. The Queen has promised her 
daughter to Monostatos if he will help her and the four ladies get into 
the temple to kill Sarastro. With the power of the sun Sarastro 
vanquishes the darkness and the Queen of the Night and the chorus of 
priests celebrate the weddings of Pamina and Tamino and Papageno 
and Papagena, the triumph of the sun over the night and a new age of 
wisdom of virtue.  


