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foreign languages.  She completed her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in piano performance there, studying with pianist Steven De 
Groote, Gold Medalist of the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. 
A winner of multiple competitions herself, Ms. Smith has been the 
recipient of awards, scholarships and invitations to music festivals 
including the Aspen Music Festival, Interlochen Center for the Arts and 
the Van Cliburn Institute. She has been chosen to premiere numerous 
new works from contemporary composers and has recorded several times 
for the Centaur label.  
 

In addition to the solo repertoire, Ms. Smith is devoted to the performance 
of collaborative works, and is a passionate teacher who believes deeply in 
the importance of discovering and sharing musical knowledge. Ms. Smith 
has been on the faculty of Sacramento State since 1996, where she 
teaches piano, music theory, aural skills, collaborative piano and piano 
pedagogy. In demand as a lecturer, adjudicator and columnist, Ms. Smith 
was awarded a prestigious Pedagogy Enhancement Award to develop a 
graduate-level pedagogy program at Sacramento State. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.csus.edu/music 
 

 
Support the School of Music! 
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THE 48th ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL OF NEW AMERICAN MUSIC 

 
 

OPENING GALA 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 4:00 P.M. 
 

 
Inundation * (2025) world premiere Jackson Gearing  
   (b. 2001) 
 

Sacramento State Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Matthew Morse, conductor 

 
Nuit de Ruse (2021) Richard Parris Scott  
   (b. 2002) 
 

Resistance (2017) Jasmine Barnes  
   (b. 1991) 

 

Wonder of A Child for Brass Quintet ** (2025) Kevin King II  
 Part III (b. 1997) 
  

Chromatic Brass Collective Quintet 

 
Remembering We’re Alive * (2025) Martin Rokeach  
   (b. 1993) 

Sacramento State University Chorale 
Brett Judson, conductor 

 
Perfect Light (2024) Scott Perkins  
   (b. 1980) 

Sacramento State University Chorale 
Julie Miller, mezzo-soprano 

Kirsten Smith and John Cozza, piano 
 

* Call for Scores winner 
** 2025 CBC New Works commission 
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Sac State Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
 

Flute Alto Sax Trombone 
Soraya Roman Garrett Mandujan Gustavo Cano 
Kiele Miyata Reuben Rampen Michael Mencarini 
Long Cheng Vang  Andres Franco 
 Tenor Sax Leah Diaz 
Oboe Sonnet Wonacott  
Mary Kuvakos  Euphonium 
Hailey Nelson Baritone Sax Samuel Derick 
Annalisa Johannesson Samuel Denton  
  Tuba 
E-Flat Clarinet Horn Hunter Dalton 
Aalliiee Costa Anthony DePage Alex Daw 
 Matthew Anselmi  
Clarinet Trinity Tran String Bass 
Mia Kawakami Helen Kilpatrick- Jake Fox 
Zephaniah Samuel      Halseth *  
Kamden Kincaid  Percussion 
Aalliiee Costa Trumpet Trisha Pangan- 
Fern Romero Mason Rogers      Kennedy 
Jacob De Jesus Armando Muse Lauren Fortes  
Dara Vasquez Anthony Alvarez- Leslie Vazquez 
      Chavez Merrick Ohlund 
Bass Clarinet Tai Wieler Gerald Mendez 
Zephaniah Samuel Abraham Villareal Aidan Beadles 
Kamden Kincaid Grant Parker *  
Dara Vasquez   
 
Bassoon                  
Jack Zill 

 

     *guest performer 
 

 
Dr. Matthew Morse is currently Director of Bands and Associate Professor 
of Conducting in the School of Music at California State University, 
Sacramento, where he conducts the Symphonic Wind Ensemble and the  
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Award (American Opera Society of Chicago), the Richard F. Gold Career 
Grant (Shoshana Foundation) and the Edith Newfield Scholarship Award 
(Musicians Club of Women). She is an alumna of the renowned Patrick G. 
and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center at Lyric Opera of Chicago, and a 
member of the inaugural class of Dawn Upshaw’s Graduate Program in 
Vocal Arts at the Bard College Conservatory of Music. 
 
John Cozza is in demand throughout California as teacher, 
coach/accompanist, chamber musician, adjudicator, and clinician. He has 
been the Staff Accompanist at Sacramento State since 2004 and took over 
as Music Director and Pianist/Organist at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in 
Carmichael in January of 2018.  A graduate of the University of Southern 
California, Northwestern University, and the Hochschule für Musik in 
Vienna, Austria, Dr. Cozza was named Director of Accompanying at Baylor 
University (Waco, TX) in 1994 to design and implement the Master of 
Music degree program in Piano Accompanying.  Graduates of the 
program he administrated from 1994-2001 hold teaching and 
accompanying positions regionally, nationally, and internationally. He 
taught Accompanying and Secondary Piano in the Conservatory of Music 
at the University of the Pacific in Stockton, California from 2004-2018.   
 

Collaborating with singers and instrumentalists throughout the United 
States, Dr. Cozza’s international engagements have included 
performances as soloist, accompanist, and chamber musician in such 
European cities as Vienna, Bologna, Milan, Cologne, and Budapest. Dr. 
Cozza holds a DM degree in Piano Performance, Vocal Accompanying and 
Chamber Music from Northwestern University.  He earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees at USC, where he was named Valedictorian of the 
School of Music.  His principal teachers have been Daniel Pollack in Los 
Angeles, Dr. David Kaiserman in Chicago, and Professors Hans Graf (solo 
piano performance) and Georg Ebert (chamber music) in Vienna.  He 
originally attended Vienna’s prestigious Hochschule für Musik as a Rotary 
Foundation Scholar in 1986-87, then returned for further study from 1988-
1991 when he received the coveted Diplom in both Piano Performance 
and Chamber Music.  
 
American pianist Kirsten Smith began part time studies at Arizona State 
University at the age of thirteen, studying sociobiology, history, and  
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Portia Njoku, a composer, tubist, and music educator, holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in music composition and theory from the University of 
California, Davis and a double Master’s degree in music composition and 
tuba performance from California State University, Sacramento. Currently, 
Ms. Njoku is a Music Lecturer at UC Davis and an Adjunct Assistant 
Professor at both Folsom Lake and American River Colleges, teaching a 
variety of courses for all three music departments. In addition, Ms. Njoku 
teaches private lessons and coaches various ensembles and brass 
sections. Ms. Njoku continues to serve her community as Vice President 
for VITA Academy, a Sacramento nonprofit organization that brings music 
opportunities to underserved communities and Director of Finance for 
the highly popular Chromatic Brass Collective who had their premier 
performance at the 2022 International Women’s Brass Conference at the 
University of North Texas. 

 
Mezzo-soprano Julie Miller has appeared as a soloist with wonderful 
organizations such as the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Kalamazoo Symphony 
Orchestra, Oregon Mozart Players, Grant Park Music Festival and Ravinia 
Festival. Recent appearances include Baroness Nica (Charlie Parker's 
Yardbird) with Madison Opera, Lyric Unlimited/Lyric Opera Chicago, and 
English National Opera/Hackney Empire Theatre; Charlotte (Werther) with 
Opera Idaho; the Mezzo Soloist with the Apollo Chorus of 
Chicago (Duruflé: Requiem); the Mezzo Soloist with the Sacramento 
Philharmonic & Opera (Beethoven: Mass in C); and the Mezzo Soloist with 
the Madison Symphony Orchestra (Janacek: Glagolitic Mass).  
 

Highlights of Ms. Miller’s operatic career include Jo (Little Women) and Ma 
Joad (The Grapes of Wrath) with Sugar Creek Opera; Emilia (Otello), Ida 
(Die Fledermaus), Annina (La Traviata) and Krystina (The Passenger) with 
Lyric Opera of Chicago; Orlofsky (Die Fledermaus) with Vero Beach Opera; 
Annio (La clemenza di Tito) and Donna Elvira (Don Giovanni) with Ryan 
Opera Center. She has also been heard with orchestra as a Soloist in 
performances of Mahler's Symphony No. 2, Bach’s Magnificat and Cantata 
No. 6, Handel’s Messiah, Duruflé’s Requiem, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, 
and both Mozart’s Mass in C minor and Requiem. 
 
Ms. Miller is the recipient of the Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation 
Scholarship (Musicians Club of Women), the Rose McGilvray Grundman 
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Concert Band, oversees the Marching Band, and teaches courses in  
undergraduate and graduate conducting. He is in demand as a clinician, 
adjudicator, and guest conductor throughout California and nationwide. 
Under his direction, the Sacramento State Symphonic Wind Ensemble was 
selected to perform at the California All-State Music Education Conference 
in Fresno in February 2019. 
 

Prior to his appointment at Sacramento State, Dr. Morse earned a Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree in Wind Conducting from the University of North 
Texas, where he was a conducting student of Eugene Migliaro Corporon. 
He also earned a Master of Arts degree in Instrumental Conducting in 
2013 from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, where he was a student of 
Dr. Jack Stamp, and completed a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from 
Thomas Edison State University in Trenton, New Jersey, in 2011. 
 

University Chorale 
 

Sopranos/Altos Basses 
Hosna Alacozy Brandon Bagley 
Leah Anonuevo Rhodes Bautista 
Rachel Ashlin Robert Camilo 
Emi Bravo Jacob Farr 
Sariah Bryce Ryan Kuo Fong 
Lillian Crain Colin Regan 
Ellie D’Elia Phoenix Ray 
Valerie Dickinson  Kyle Saly 
Manqi Lang  Morgan Shadle 
Kate Lim  Aryan Singh 
Ella Muraff   
 
Tenors 
Jake Michael  
Ster Montes 
 

 
Dr. Brett Alan Judson, a California native, holds degrees from esteemed 
institutions like the Yale School of Music and the Eastman School of 
Music. His doctoral degree from The Hartt School reflects his passion for  
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conducting, honed through private studies with renowned mentors, such 
as Donald Neuen. As Assistant Director of the New Haven Chorale, Brett 
contributed to captivating performances of choral masterworks. He also 
taught at The Hartt School and toured internationally with the 
Connecticut Choral Union Touring Choir. Brett’s innovation is evident in 
his collaboration with composer Scott Perkins, leading to the premiere 
recording of A New England Requiem. Currently, he serves as a Lecturer 
at California State University, Sacramento, conducting choirs and 
teaching music theory.  
 

As Director of Music at Trinity Church, Folsom, Brett passionately directs 
choirs and founded the Folsom Academy of Music in 2019. Brett’s 
accomplishments in organ artistry include the Barnes Award for 
Excellence in Pipe Organ at Eastman. His leadership roles in musical 
organizations reflect his commitment to excellence. Beyond music, Brett 
enjoys weightlifting and tennis. Explore more at www.brettjudson.com. 
 
 

Chromatic Brass Collective Quintet 
 

Imani Duhe and Sarah Bauzá, trumpet 
Danielle Ondarza, horn | Tracy Adams, euphonium 

Portia Njoku, tuba 
 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, there was an increase in awareness of the 
countless acts of systemic violence toward unarmed Black citizens. As a 
result of these many injustices and amidst the protests following the 
murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, several 
Black women gathered virtually to have a live-streamed conversation 
highlighting their experiences as brass players. This conversation led us to 
realize that we need our own community--our own artistic space. 
 

In the brass world, there is a need to increase representation and inclusion 
of diverse players and repertoire. There is a need for opportunities to 
showcase underrepresented composers. There is a need for new material 
in the brass community that mirrors the world we live in. There is a need 
for an ensemble that blurs genre boundaries while celebrating historically 
underrepresented women and non-binary people. There is a need for 
Chromatic Brass! 
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Imani Duhe is a versatile trumpet player from Atlanta Georgia known for 
her musicality and soulful playing. Appearing with groups like the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic and Color of Noize, and playing with artists like 
Metro Boomin, Solange and more Imani continues to make her name as a 
sought-after trumpet player. 
 
Sarah Bauzá is a Puerto Rican trumpet player hailing from Dallas, Texas. 
Sarah has performed all types of music through the course of her career. 
She has performed with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Pacific Symphony, 
Virginia Symphony, Mariachi Reyna De Los Angeles, Paquito D'Rivera, 
Wycliffe Gordon, and more. She has performed on various album 
recordings, from Avenged Sevenfold to Meghan Trainor and recorded for 
TV and Film projects. Additionally, Sarah works as a recording engineer 
and producer for numerous projects in and around Los Angeles. 
 
Danielle Ondarza is a horn player based in Los Angeles. An active 
freelancer, she performs with groups such as the LA Philharmonic, LA 
Chamber Orchestra, LA Opera, and Pacific Symphony. Broadway credits 
include principal at the Pantages, Segerstrom Center, and the Ahmanson. 
Film and television credits include the Final Destiny, Spiderman, and 
Transformers franchises, and Pixar’s Coco, Finding Dory, and Elemental. 
Live credits include Billie Eilish, Mariah Carey, Alicia Keyes, Idina Menzel, 
and Juan Gabriel. Recording credits include dates for Beck, Madonna, 
Mitski, Sia, and Justin Timberlake. Danielle has been seen and heard on 
the Academy Awards, the American Music Awards, American Idol, and The 
Voice. A dedicated teacher, Danielle is on the faculty of the Colburn 
School’s Community School, Pasadena Conservatory of Music, Pomona 
and Occidental Colleges, and the University of Redlands. 
 

Tracy Adams obtained her BA in Music on Euphonium in May 1992 and 
joined the US Marines Music Program immediately after graduation. After 
an Honorable Discharge in December 1996, she pursued a second BA in 
Psychology graduating in December 1999. She went on to work as a 
Substance Abuse Counselor while remaining an active musician playing in 
various community organizations throughout the country. In 2002 she 
returned to school graduating in July 2004 with an MA in Organizational 
Management. Tracy has remained an active Freelance Classical and Jazz 
Musician on Euphonium, Baritone Horn, and Voice for over 36 years and 
counting. 
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