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Support the School of Music! 

Make a tax-deductible donation online today. 

THE 48th ANNUAL 
FESTIVAL OF NEW AMERICAN MUSIC 

 
 

FACULTY JAZZ ENSEMBLE 
 

featuring 

Vincent Herring, saxophone 
 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 7:00 P.M. 
 

Program to be selected from: 
 

A New Beginning Greg Johnson 
 

Fountainhead Vincent Herring  
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Don’t Let it Go Vincent Herring 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Dudli’s Dilemma Vincent Herring 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Folklore  Vincent Herring 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Sophisticated Lady Duke Ellington 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Grand Central John Coltrane 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 
 

Elation  Vincent Herring 
   arr. by Greg Johnson 

 
Mike McMullen, alto saxophone | Greg Johnson, tenor saxophone 

Duncan McElman, baritone saxophone | Mike Rocha, trumpet 
Steve Roach, trumpet | Mike Souliere, trombone | Sean Britt, guitar 

Neil Heaton, piano | Molly Redfield, bass | Rick Lotter, drums 
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Saxophonist Vincent Herring's intense, soulful, multi-noted style and 
ebullient swing have excited audiences worldwide. On stage, Herring 
and his band often make an incendiary sound over fine and controlled 
rhythms of modern times. 
 

Vincent started playing saxophone at the age of 11 in school bands 
and studying privately at Dean Frederick’s School of Music in Vallejo, 
CA. At the age of 16, Herring was studying at California State University 
at Chico on a music scholarship. A year later he had won a berth in the 
United States Military Academy Band at West Point. 
 

Vincent moved to New York City in early 1980's attending Long Island 
University. He first toured in the United States and Europe as part of 
the Lionel Hampton Big Band. With his sound strongly influenced by 
Julian “Cannonball” Adderley, Vincent’s virtuosity and promise came 
to the attention of Nat Adderley. The two forged a nine-year musical 
relationship, producing nine albums and touring around the world 
year after year. After Nat’s death, Louis Hayes collaborated with 
Vincent to form the Cannonball Adderley Legacy Band. Vincent 
worked and recorded with Cedar Walton for more than 20 years. 
He has also appeared on stage and or recordings with Freddie 
Hubbard, Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Hayes, Art Blakey and The Jazz 
Messengers, Horace Silver Quintet, Jack DeJohnette’s Special Edition, 
Larry Coryell, Steve Turre, The Mingus Big Band (Won a Grammy in 
2010), Kenny Barron, Nancy Wilson, Dr. Billy Taylor, Carla Bley, Mike 
LeDonne, Carl Allen, Ron McClure, and John Hicks among others. His 
extensive guest soloist appearances include performances with 
Wynton Marsalis at Lincoln Center and Jon Faddis and The Carnegie 
Hall Big Band. 
 

Vincent's discography reveals over 20 titles as a leader and over 250 as 
a sideman. His current and past projects speak to the wide range of his 
musical interest and versatility: The Vincent Herring-Joris Dudli’s Soul 
Jazz Alliance, Earth Jazz Agents, and Friendly Fire with Vincent Herring 
and Eric Alexander. Vincent leads a band called Jazz The Story with Jon 
Faddis, Jeremy Pelt, Steve Turre, James Carter, Eric Alexander, Mike 
LeDonne, Kenny Davis, Carl Allen and Nicolas Bearde.  
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Sac State Winter Jazz Festival 
 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 
 

Closing Concert – 7:00 pm, University Union Ballroom 
Featuring the Faculty Jazz Ensemble  

and the Sacramento State Jazz Ensemble 
with special guest Sean Jones, trumpet 

 
Renowned for his soaring tone, deep lyricism, and 
commanding presence, trumpeter Sean Jones has earned 
international acclaim as both performer and educator. A 
former lead trumpeter with the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra under Wynton Marsalis, Jones has appeared on 
major stages worldwide and recorded a series of acclaimed 
albums as a bandleader. Beyond his stellar performing 
career, he serves as Chair of Jazz Studies at the Peabody 
Institute and is a driving force in mentoring the next 
generation of jazz artists. His artistry bridges power and 
grace, reflecting the rich lineage of jazz while pushing it 
boldly forward. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

7. 



Bios  Bios 
   

 

Louisiana Association of Jazz Educators. She has been invited to 
conduct numerous honor ensembles nationwide, including upcoming 
All-State groups in California, New York, and Montana. 
  
Rick Lotter has been a fixture of the Northern California music scene 
for over thirty years as a drummer, educator, bandleader, and 
producer. His performing credits include Dave Liebman, Bobby 
Hutcherson, Geoffrey Keezer, Benny Green, Jessica Williams, Jim 
Snidero, Bobby Shew, and Donny McCaslin. A founding member of the 
Capital Jazz Project, the Sacramento Jazz Orchestra, and longtime 
Americana favorites Mumbo Gumbo, Rick is a Sacramento Area Music 
Awards (SAMMIES) Hall of Fame inductee and Critics’ Choice Award 
winner. He teaches jazz drum set at California State University, 
Sacramento, and presents clinics and workshops throughout Northern 
California while operating a busy recording studio. 
 
 

 
Sacramento State Jazz Faculty 

 

Dr. Steve Roach Director of Jazz Studies  
Dr. Greg Johnson Jazz Ensembles, Arranging, Improv, Saxophone 
Gaw Vang Williams Director of Vocal Jazz Studies, Voice 
Dr. Joe Gilman Piano 
Duncan McElman Jazz Ensembles, Saxophone, Jazz Combos 
Dr. Molly Redfield Bass, Jazz Combos 
Mike Souliere Trombone 
Mike Rocha Trumpet, Latin Jazz Ensemble 
Rick Lotter Drums 
Sean Britt Guitar 
Dr. Clay Redfield Jazz Pedagogy 

 
For information on the Sacramento State Jazz Studies Program,  

the Sac State Winter Jazz Festival, or theTeagarden Jazz Festival visit: 
csus.edu/college/arts-letters/music/jazz-studies.html 

 
 
 
6. 

Vincent tours frequently with his projects around the in the United 
States, Europe, Japan, China and around the world. Vincent continues 
to share his distinct voice and musical knowledge, as a performer and 
jazz educator. He is currently on staff at William Paterson University 
and at Manhattan School of Music. 
 
Mike McMullen (retired from Sacramento State) is a saxophonist, 
composer, arranger, and educator whose 45-year career spans North 
America and Europe. A founding member of the Capital Jazz Project, 
he has led and performed in numerous groups, including Pastoria, a 
long-running Brazilian jazz collaboration with vocalist Ellen Demos, 
and 4in1, Ireland’s first modern jazz ensemble. Mike has performed or 
recorded with Ray Charles, Dave Liebman, Bobby Shew, Manhattan 
Transfer, and Natalie Cole, among many others, and has arranged and 
conducted for radio orchestras in Europe as well as television and 
studio projects in Los Angeles. 
  
Dr. Greg Johnson currently serves as Assistant Director of Jazz Studies 
at Sacramento State and Director of the Reno Jazz Orchestra. An 
acclaimed saxophonist, composer, and arranger, he is recognized for a 
distinctive sound that bridges jazz, classical, and popular music. Greg 
has performed on more than 50 recordings and appeared in concert 
with jazz luminaries such as Curtis Fuller, Bob Mintzer, and the WDR 
Big Band. His versatility extends beyond jazz, having toured 
internationally with major pop artists including Saint Motel, Robin 
Thicke, Barry Manilow, CeeLo Green, En Vogue, Mickey Thomas, The 
Spinners, The O’Jays, and Jim Peterik. 
  
Duncan McElman is an award-winning baritone saxophonist 
celebrated for his deep swing, expressive tone, and commitment to 
jazz education. A Sacramento native and graduate of Rio Americano 
High School, he earned his Bachelor of Music in Studio Music and Jazz 
from the University of Miami’s Frost School of Music and a Master of 
Music in Jazz Performance from California State University, 
Sacramento. Duncan now serves on the Sacramento State faculty, 
where he teaches saxophone, coaches jazz combos, and directs the  
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acclaimed Three O’Clock Jazz Ensemble, continuing to inspire the next 
generation of jazz musicians through performance and education. 
  
Mike Rocha is a three-time Grammy-nominated trumpeter, composer, 
and educator whose dynamic career spans performance, recording, 
and teaching. A Berklee College of Music graduate and former 
member of the Glenn Miller Orchestra, he later earned his Master’s in 
Trumpet Performance and Composition from the California Institute of 
the Arts. Based in Los Angeles for over a decade, Mike performed and 
recorded with artists including Christina Aguilera, Bob Dylan, Gwen 
Stefani, Lorde, and Gordon Goodwin’s Big Phat Band, while teaching at 
several Southern California colleges. He now teaches the trumpet 
studio and directs the Latin Jazz Ensemble at California State 
University, Sacramento, and continues to perform throughout 
California’s jazz community. 
  
Dr. Steve Roach has served as Director of Jazz Studies at California 
State University, Sacramento, since 2001, following previous 
appointments at Baylor University, the University of Northern 
Colorado, and Northern Illinois University. At Sacramento State, he 
oversees both the Jazz Performance and Jazz Education degree 
programs. He holds degrees from Indiana University (B.M.), Northern 
Illinois University (M.M.), and the University of Northern Colorado 
(D.A.) in trumpet and jazz pedagogy. As a performer, Roach has 
appeared with Tito Puente, Dave Pietro, Louis Bellson, Conrad Herwig, 
Lou Rawls, Paquito D’Rivera, the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks 
Orchestra, and the Glenn Miller and Jimmy Dorsey Orchestras. A 
dedicated clinician and author, he developed the widely used Jazz 
Appreciation and Music Appreciation courses published by Kendall 
Hunt Publishing Company. 
  
Mike Souliere is the Band Director at Pleasant Grove High School and 
the jazz trombone instructor at California State University, Sacramento. 
He has taught in the Elk Grove Unified School District since 2003 and 
previously served as Band Director at Monterey Trail High School and 
Director of Jazz Studies at Robert McQueen High School. A graduate of 
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the University of Nevada, Reno, he holds a Bachelor of Music in Jazz  
Performance and a Master of Music in Applied Trombone. Formerly the 
lead trombonist for the Sacramento Jazz Orchestra, Mike has 
performed with Wycliffe Gordon, Conrad Herwig, Bob McChesney, 
Brian Landrus, and Tom Kubis, and is the founder and host of the 
Annual EGUSD Jazz Festival. 
  
Sean Britt is a Massachusetts native and accomplished jazz guitarist 
who became the first guitarist selected for the Brubeck Institute 
Fellowship Program at the University of the Pacific in 2013. As a 
member of the Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet, he performed with 
artists such as Christian McBride, Stefon Harris, and Chris and Darius 
Brubeck, and the group was named Best Undergraduate Jazz 
Comboby DownBeat Magazine in 2016. Sean later earned his BFA in 
Jazz Studies from The New School for Jazz and Contemporary Music 
and his Master of Music degree from the Manhattan School of Music in 
2019. 
  
Neil Heaton grew up in Davis, California, studying classical and jazz 
piano from an early age. He began his jazz piano performance studies 
at McGill University in Montreal, immersing himself in the city’s vibrant 
music scene, and later completed his degree at California State 
University, Sacramento, where he helped the school’s top jazz combo 
earn a DownBeat award. Neil has released three albums as a solo artist 
and performs regularly with a wide range of ensembles throughout 
the Sacramento area, establishing himself as a versatile and expressive 
voice in the region’s jazz community. 
  
Dr. Molly Redfield is Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Jazz 
Studies at Folsom Lake College and Instructor of Bass at California 
State University, Sacramento. She previously served as Assistant 
Professor of Jazz Studies at Louisiana State University. Her honors 
include selection for the 2022 JEN Sisters in Jazz Collegiate Combo and 
a 2021 DownBeat Student Music Award for her vocal arrangement of  
“Moonglow.” Dr. Redfield serves as Scholarship Representative for the 
California Alliance for Jazz and has held leadership roles with the  
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