Cover page for Sacramento State Philosophy program -
Honors Concentration(s)

This document introduces the Fall 2023 catalog version of our Honors Concentration(s).

Contents:

1. The requirements of the Fall 2023 catalog versions of all our programs. (1 page)

2. Aroadmap of a path through the Fall 2023 catalog version of our three Honors
Concentrations. (1 page each)

3. The requirements of the pre-Fall 2023 version of those programs. (3 pages)

Context:

e Philosophy’s Fall 2023 program changes in minor and major concentrations are now
published in the university catalog.

e Each “new” student declaring a philosophy minor / major from this point forward will
default to being enrolled in the Fall 2023 versions of these programs.

o (Please contact a philosophy faculty member or the department chair to advise
you before you declare and to complete the form in OnBase for you.)

e Each “old” student already a philosophy minor / major before this point will default to
continuing in the pre-Fall 2023 versions of these programs—but we strongly encourage you
to compare and declare an upgrade to the Fall 2023 catalog versions of these programs.

o (Please contact your assigned philosophy faculty advisor or the department chair
to advise you before you declare and to complete the form in OnBase for you.)



Overview of Fall 2023 catalog program changes for Philosophy at Sacramento State

A. Required Lower Division
Courses (5 units)

e PHIL 89: Philosophical
Methods (2u)

e PHIL 60: Deductive Logic
I (3u)

Core requirements for all philosophy major concentrations (24 units)

B. Required Upper Division Courses (19 units)

e PHIL 112: History of Ethics (3u)

e PHIL 127: History of Ancient
Philosophy (3u)

e PHIL 128: History of Modern
Philosophy (3u)

e PHIL 180: Knowledge and
Understanding (3u)
PHIL 181: Metaphysics (3u)
e PHIL 182: Ethical Theory (3u)
e PHIL 189: Senior Seminar (1u)

Additional concentration specific requirements (18 units)

General Concentration

Core Electives (9 units)

Three additional courses numbered
150 or above

Additional Electives (9 units)

Three additional courses numbered
above 60 not taken to satisfy Core
Electives.

Ethics, Politics and Law

Core Electives (9 units)

e  PHIL 122: Political Philosophy (3u)

e PHIL 155: Philosophy of Law (3u)

e PHIL 190: Selected Philosophers or
PHIL 192: Topics In... (3u)

Additional Electives (9 units)

Three additional courses from the elective

list that appears in the catalog

requirements for this concentration:

e  PHIL 61: Inductive Logic |

. PHIL 101: Ethics and Social Issues

. PHIL 102: Professional and Public
Service Ethics

e  PHIL 103: Business and Computer
Ethics

e  PHIL 104: Bioethics

e PHIL 105: Science and Human
Values

e  PHIL 106: Philosophy of Medicine

e  PHIL 156: Philosophy of the Social
Sciences

e  PHIL 183: Rationality

e  PHIL 190: Selected Philosophers

e PHIL 192: Topics In...

e  PHIL 195: Philosophy Internship

Science, Reason and Values

Core Electives (9 units)

Three of the following:

PHIL 105: Science and Human Values (3u)

PHIL 125: Philosophy of Science (3u)

PHIL 156: Philosophy of the Social Sciences (3u)
PHIL 183: Rationality (3u)

Additional Electives (9 units)

Three additional courses from the elective list that
appears in the catalog requirements for this

e  PHIL 61: Inductive Logic |

concentration:
. PHIL 104:
. PHIL 105:
. PHIL 106:
. PHIL 125:
. PHIL 153:
. PHIL 154:
. PHIL 156:
. PHIL 160:
. PHIL 183:
. PHIL 190:
. PHIL 192:
. PHIL 195:

Bioethics

Science and Human Values
Philosophy of Medicine
Philosophy of Science
Philosophy of Mind
Philosophy of Language
Philosophy of the Social Sciences
Deductive Logic Il
Rationality

Selected Philosophers
Topics In...

Philosophy Internship

Note: The name of this program has been changed
from the previous Logic and Philosophy of Science.

Optional Honors Concentration (4 units)

1. Maintain published 3.7 GPA eligibility
2. One (more) of PHIL 190 or 192 (3u)
3. PHIL 197 Honors Thesis (1u)

Philosophy Minor (18 units)

18 units of Philosophy, 9 of which
must be Upper-Division.




PHILOSOPHY: GENERAL MAJOR (HONORS) FOUR ¢ YEAR PLAN

Minimum total units required for B.A. Degree: 120 * Major Requirements total 46 units.

» Additional courses may be needed to meet remediation requirements in English and/or Math prior to completing GE requirements: A2 & B4
This form is designed to be used in partnership with GE and Major advisors - modifications may be necessary to meet the unique needs of each
student. Seek assistance each semester to stay on track and graduate!

YEAR sem1 —>[ GE Al ][ GE A3 (PHIL 4) ] [ GE D (US GOVT) ] [ GE Bl or B2 ][ GE E (FYS) ] [ 15 UNITS ]
1 Sem. 2 »[ GE A2 ][ GE C2 (PHIL 2/6/26) ] [ GE D (US HIST) ] [ GE B4 (PHIL 61) ] [ Elective ]

YEAR sms [» [ cEBlorB2w/B3 | (comp@nerz | (e | [ Blecive ) | Mot
2
Sem-4 |™* [ GEF ] [ GE C-UD (PHIL 131) ] [ Elective ] [ Elective ] 15 UNITS

YEAR sems PHIL 112* (GE C-UD) PHIL 127 PHIL 128 [ GE C1UD (PHIL 136) ] 15 UNITS
PHIL 150+ PHIL 150+ PHIL 150+ [ Flective ] [ Elective ] [ 15 UNITS ]

YEAR sem7 > BB GE B5- UD (PHIL 125) GE D-UD (PHIL 101*/103/104/105%) [ Elective ] [ Elective ] 15 UNITS
Sem.8 ((» WESTHI L PHIL 182 PHIL189 (lu) | PHILI97(lw) | prrLio/ioz JEEo e RGeS

Sem. 6

KEY: UD Upper Division NOTES: [ TOTAL = 120 UNITS ]
. Writing [ ive (C lete WPJ ®  This is a recommended path through this
_ Major requirements riting Intensive (Lomplete . 3 .
] q or substitute ENGL 109W /M for Concentratm')n. Consu_lt your aqvlsor to explore
GE/graduation requirements elective in Semester); WI must be course substitutions or alternative paths.

S completed within the major. ®  Students should consider using elective courses \

@@ Electives (non-PHIL) FL If requirement was not met in high to earn a relevant minor.
school or through testing, N
substitute two semesters of ®  Writing Intensive completes the GWAR ——
Foreign Language for Electives. graduation requirement with C- in WI course. SACRAMENTO

STATE




PHILOSOPHY: ETHICS, POLITICS, and LAW (HONORS) FOUR ¢ YEAR PLAN

Minimum total units required for B.A. Degree: 120 * Major Requirements total 46 units.

» Additional courses may be needed to meet remediation requirements in English and/or Math prior to completing GE requirements: A2 & B4
This form is designed to be used in partnership with GE and Major advisors - modifications may be necessary to meet the unique needs of each
student. Seek assistance each semester to stay on track and graduate!

YEAR sem1 —>[ GE Al ][ GE A3 (PHIL 4) ] [ GE D (US GOVT) ] [ GE Bl or B2 ][ GE E (FYS) ] [ 15 UNITS ]
1 Sem. 2 »[ GE A2 ][ GE C2 (PHIL 2/6/26) ] [ GE D (US HIST) ] [ GE B4 (PHIL 61) ] [ Elective ]

YEAR sms [» [ cEBlorB2w/B3 | (comp@nerz | (e | [ Blecive ) | Mot
2
Sem-4 |™* [ GEF ] [ GE C-UD (PHIL 131) ] [ Elective ] [ Elective ] 15 UNITS

YEAR sems PHIL 112* (GE C-UD) PHIL 127 PHIL 128 [ GE C1 UD (PHIL 136) ] 15 UNITS
PHIL 122 (GE C-UD) PHIL 155 PHIL 190 or 192 [ GE B5-UD (PHIL 125) ] [ Elective ] [ 15 UNITS ]

YEAR sem7 > BIRE) PHIL 102, 106, 156 or 195 GE D-UD (PHIL 101*/103/104/105%) [ Elective ] [ Elective ] 15 UNITS
SEAN I S g PHIL 181 PHIL 182 PHIL 189 PHIL197(1u) 22 BCIYACZIM(  Electives(5u) 16 UNITS

Sem. 6

KEY: UD Upper Division NOTES: [ TOTAL = 120 UNITS ]
. Writing [ ive (C lete WPJ ®  This is a recommended path through this
_ Major requirements riting Intensive (Lomplete . 3 .
] q or substitute ENGL 109W /M for Concentratm')n. Consu_lt your aqvlsor to explore
GE/graduation requirements elective in Semester); WI must be course substitutions or alternative paths.

S completed within the major. ®  Students should consider using elective courses \

@@ Electives (non-PHIL) FL If requirement was not met in high to earn a relevant minor.
school or through testing, N
substitute two semesters of ®  Writing Intensive completes the GWAR ——
Foreign Language for Electives. graduation requirement with C- in WI course. SACRAMENTO

STATE




PHILOSOPHY: SCIENCE, REASON, and VALUES (HONORS) FOUR ¢ YEAR PLAN

Minimum total units required for B.A. Degree: 120 * Major Requirements total 46 units.

» Additional courses may be needed to meet remediation requirements in English and/or Math prior to completing GE requirements: A2 & B4
This form is designed to be used in partnership with GE and Major advisors - modifications may be necessary to meet the unique needs of each
student. Seek assistance each semester to stay on track and graduate!

YEAR sem1 —>[ GE Al ][ GE A3 (PHIL 4) ] [ GE D (US GOVT) ] [ GE Bl or B2 ][ GE E (FYS) ] [ 15 UNITS ]
1 Sem. 2 »[ GE A2 ][ GE C2 (PHIL 2/6/26) ] [ GE D (US HIST) ] [ GE B4 (PHIL 61) ] [ Elective ]

YEAR sms [» [ cEBlorB2w/B3 | (comp@nerz | (e | [ Blecive ) | Mot
2
Sem-4 |™* [ GEF ] [ GE C-UD (PHIL 131) ] [ Elective ] [ Elective ] 15 UNITS

YEAR sems PHIL 112* (GE C-UD) PHIL 127 PHIL 128 [ GE C1UD (PHIL 136) ] 15 UNITS
PHIL 105* (GE D-UD) PHIL 156 PHIL 125 (GE B5-UD) [ Flective ] [ Elective ] [ 15 UNITS ]

YEAR sen7 > BBInStl) PHIL 183 PHIL 190 or 192 [ Elective ][ Elective ] 15 UNITS
Sem.8 (|» WESZiIoRLSI PHIL 182 PHIL 189 (1u) PHIL197(lu | PHIL190/192 [ NaEea i) 16 UNITS

Sem. 6

KEY: UD Upper Division NOTES: [ TOTAL = 120 UNITS ]
. Writing [ ive (C lete WPJ ®  This is a recommended path through this
_ Major requirements riting Intensive (Lomplete . 3 .
] q or substitute ENGL 109W /M for Concentratm')n. Consu_lt your aqvlsor to explore
GE/graduation requirements elective in Semester); WI must be course substitutions or alternative paths.

S completed within the major. ®  Students should consider using elective courses \

@@ Electives (non-PHIL) FL If requirement was not met in high to earn a relevant minor.
school or through testing, N
substitute two semesters of ®  Writing Intensive completes the GWAR ——
Foreign Language for Electives. graduation requirement with C- in WI course. SACRAMENTO

STATE




Philosophy Honors Concentration

The Philosophy Department has created the Honors program for our majors for several
reasons.

e To give students who excel in Philosophy an opportunity to pursue additional courses in
philosophical topics of their choice.

e To enable students to pursue more advanced philosophical research and develop their
writing by completing an Honors Thesis with the personal guidance of a faculty expert in
the field.

e To enhance the preparation and competitiveness of those students who wish to go on to
graduate studies in philosophy, law, or other fields.

To expand students’ knowledge of a wider range of philosophical sub-disciplines.
To allow the department to recognize outstanding student achievement.

What is the Honors Concentration?

Students who qualify for the Honors Concentration and who are interested shioulg

1) Fill out an Honors Concentration Application form--available in the
Office in MND 3000 or download here, and

2) Submit that form to the Department Honors Committee (Ch . MeCormick) in MND

3020, or his mailbox in MND 3000.

Those students who qualify and who are accepted will the
Committee and can then start their Honors Conce

d by the Honors
hey will take 10 units above and

beyond the requirements for the General Philos or, Applied Ethics and Law
concentration, or the Logic and Philosophy of Sci oncentration:

e two upper division Philosophy courses. (6 un

e either a Phil 190 or Phil 192 courge. its)

e Phil 197 Honors Thesis (1 uni
The requirements for the program

n the course catalog here.
Who is eligible for the Hon tion?
To qualify for the Honors Cance n, students must have and maintain:

1. acurrent, overall G .5 or higher, and
2. a Philosophy GBA of 8.7 or better.

And, they m t@or better (not a B-) in each of the courses taken for Honors.
Failuredo tt equirements will result in a denial of the Honors designation at



https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/philosophy/_internal/f5-department-honors-application.pdf#Honors%20Application

The Honors thesis is intended to be a more in-depth, advanced exploration of some
philosophical issue than students can pursue in their regular major courses. The thesis should
be either an original research essay or a substantially revised and researched existing essay
from one of their major classes.

During the late stages of their course completion, preferably during their penultimate semester
at CSUS, Honors Concentration students will enroll in Phil 197 Honors Thesis. (Completing the
thesis in this semester will help make it possible to use it for a graduate school application
writing sample.) The thesis must be completed within the semester when Phil 197 is taken.

Within the first two weeks of that semester, and with the guidance of a supervising faculty
member, Honors Concentration students will write and submit an Honors Thesis Proposal. It
should include
1. a set of philosophical questions or topics that the student is interested in pursuing
appropriate scope and character, and
2. abibliography of articles (preferably peer reviewed Philosophy articles), bo a
sources that address the questions or topics being studied. Their sup€rv ulty
member can assist students in finding appropriate, relevant, timel sources
for this bibliography.
This Honors Thesis Proposal should be submitted to the supervising

weeks from the beginning of the Phil 197 semester. The Hon
supervising faculty member will approve the proposal and can then begin work on
the thesis.

Then, during the semester, Honors students, in ¢ ation with their thesis supervisor, will
write and revise their thesis. We encouragge,them to mit drafts, get feedback, make
revisions, and use the time to improve t is. In many cases, this thesis will serve as an
excellent writing sample for graduat hool*applications.

The Honors Thesis will then bggd
supervising faculty member f i approval.

All three of the Philosoghy major'pregrams require students to complete Phil 189 Senior
Seminar in Philosophy whicli ha$ a senior seminar essay submission. The Honors Thesis can

be submitted for your s?io minar in Phil 189.

How do Honor nts get a supervising faculty member for their thesis?

talks they present, and other indications on their websites (linked to the Department website.)
We are all happy to talk about your ideas, suggest directions, or guide you toward faculty
members with relevant interests and expertise. In particular, schedule time with Prof.


mailto:mccormick@csus.edu

McCormick (mccormick@csus.edu, MND 3020) and he can offer some guidance about who
might be best to help Honors students with their theses. We encourage students to seek out
tenured or tenure-track faculty first, although in some cases, a lecturer may be willing to help.

What is the benefit of completing the Honors concentration?

Students in the Honors program will have the opportunity to pursue their philosophical
interests in more depth, develop their writing, and expand their knowledge of the
discipline.

The program is excellent preparation for graduate studies in Philosophy, law school, or
other graduate programs.

Honors students have the opportunity to work closely with one of the Philosophy
Department Professors on a research topic of their interest and choosing.
Honors students get the opportunity to develop their writing, reasoning, argum
and analysis skills beyond the typical undergraduate level.

Honors students will be recognized for their work with a designation of
transcripts and diploma.

Faculty members who write letters of recommendation for Honors | be able
to point to their Honors Concentration work as evidence for thei anced abilities and
their preparedness for graduate studies, fellowship programg positions.
Honors students should have a high quality essay to submit aduate school, for
submission for publication in an undergraduate philos gy for presentation at
an undergraduate philosophy conference.

How do | apply for the Honors concentration

Here are the steps:

Download the application linked fiere d it carefully (know what you're signing up for
and plan accordingly.)
Talk to your major advisor,
Chair about your desirggd@ apply,
Fill out the applicatio
Submit your applieati
Honors Program. . Me€ormick, mccormick@csus.edu)

You will be notified whetider your application has been approved within three weeks of

ect he Honors concentration, or the Department

submission.

Upon ac ginto the Honors concentration, you will be required to resubmit your

graduat ication (if already submitted) or complete your graduation application to
fleet th ion of the Honors concentration to your degree program. Failure to do so

re in your not receiving the Honors designation on your transcript and diploma.


mailto:mccormick@csus.edu
https://www.csus.edu/college/arts-letters/philosophy/_internal/f5-department-honors-application.pdf#Honors%20Application
mailto:mccormick@csus.edu
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