
Education Specialist 
Programs

www.csus.edu/education/sped 

For careers working with and for children and 
youth with disabilities and their families

Information Sessions for 2026 Cohorts

Click here for 
the recording

http://www.csus.edu/education/sped
https://csus.zoom.us/rec/play/kIlMTiIPCD86Fdi5iFHa-Bz0wT2bvWeEDpgLp5zOFLGLL9YBOOHyDzceVk__2Ykc_iRDMUYZQ5YhhCoi.-u2nYHnF1JQMHeSf?autoplay=true&startTime=1769043888000
https://csus.zoom.us/rec/play/kIlMTiIPCD86Fdi5iFHa-Bz0wT2bvWeEDpgLp5zOFLGLL9YBOOHyDzceVk__2Ykc_iRDMUYZQ5YhhCoi.-u2nYHnF1JQMHeSf?autoplay=true&startTime=1769043888000


Meet our Education Specialist tenure-track faculty

Dr. Brian Lim

Chair of Teaching 
Credentials, 
College of 
Education

lim@csus.edu 

Dr. Jean Gonsier-Gerdin

Professor

Coordinator, Master of 
Arts in Special 
Education with 

Education Specialist 
Credential

Extensive Support 
Needs (ESN) Education 

Specialist programs

jgonsier@csus.edu 

Dr. Cindy Collado

Associate Professor

Program & Field 
Coordinator, Early 
Childhood Special 
Education (ECSE) 

Education Specialist 
program

SMTR Coordinator

cindy.collado@csus.edu 
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Dr. Eric Claravall

Associate Professor

Mild/Moderate 
Support Needs 

(MMSN) Education 
Specialist program

eric.claravall@csus.edu 

Dr. Mei Shen

Assistant Professor

Program & Field 
Coordinator, 

Mild/Moderate 
Support Needs 

(MMSN) Education 
Specialist program

m.shen@csus.edu

Dr. Trina Chang

Assistant Professor

Early Childhood Special 
Education (ECSE) 

Education Specialist 
program

Coordinator, Sped Minor 
for undergraduates

Trina.chang@csus.edu   

Dr. Kathy Gee

Professor

Program & Field 
Coordinator, 

Extensive Support 
Needs 

(ESN) Education 
Specialist program 

(formerly 
Mod/Severe)

Kgee@csus.edu 

Dr. Nate Dutra

Assistant Professor

Program & Field 
Coordinator, 

Deaf & Hard-of-Hearing 
(DHH) Education 

Specialist program

dutra@csus.edu 

mailto:lim@csus.edu
mailto:jgonsier@csus.edu
mailto:cindy.collado@csus.edu
mailto:Eric.claravall@csus.edu
mailto:m.shen@csus.edu
mailto:Trina.chang@csus.edu
mailto:Kgee@csus.edu
mailto:dutra@csus.edu


What does a career working with children 
and youth with disabilities look like?

Collaborating with 
other professionals 

and families

Problem 
solving to 

figure each 
student’s best 
way to learn 
and succeed

Leading a team of 
professionals

Advocating for & 
empowering 

students

Using technology to 
support students’ 
communication

Teaching students 
one on one and in 

small & large groups 

Writing individualized 
education plans (IEPs)

Laughing, 
connecting, and 

building relationships

Planning and 
implementing supports 

for students



Become an Education Specialist

https://youtu.be/2XsaK3pWyII 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XsaK3pWyII
https://youtu.be/2XsaK3pWyII


Careers as Education Specialists

Teach, 
co-teach, 
consult, 
coach

Apply to 
continue with 
your Master of 

Arts in Teaching 
(MAT) to 

increase your 
pay & leadership 

opportunities

A teaching 
credential 
opens up 

many career 
pathways!

Pursue your doctorate (PhD) to 
become a professor and/or researcher

Pursue your administrator credential 
to become a program specialist, 

principal, administrator,  and more!

Become an advocate and impact 
policy. 

Begin with your 
bachelors degree



What can you do to explore this interest?
Learn more about what it means to be an Education Specialist!

Take a class: EDSP 101 
and/or EDUC 100

Volunteer for a non-profit like Project 
RIDE, Special Olympics, NorCal Services 
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Down 
Syndrome Information Alliance, Circle of 

Friends, Best Buddies, and more

Request to do fieldwork with 
individuals/ students with 

disabilities and/or tailor your 
assignments to this field

Pursue a job working in the field (e.g., instructional 
aide through an interpreting agency, 

paraprofessional in a program or school district)

Meet with a special education professor during 
their office hours or email them to learn about 

their experiences as an education specialist 
teacher  (Dr. Gee, Dr. Collado, Dr. Shen, Dr. Chang, 

Dr. Gonsier-Gerdin, Dr. Claravall, Dr. Dutra)

Get a Minor in Special 
Education

Stop by your local elementary, 
middle or high school and ask 
to tour their programs serving 

students with disabilities

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/


Undergrad 
Minor in 
Special 

Education

Questions? 
Contact the coordinator: 

Dr. Trina Chang 
trina.chang@csus.edu 

www.csus.edu/college/education/
undergraduate/minors.html 

For Sac State undergrads

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/undergraduate/minors.html
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/undergraduate/minors.html
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/undergraduate/_internal/_documents/f24-minor-in-sped-education-flyer.pdf#Special%20Education%20Minor%20Factsheet


How do I become an Education 
Specialist in California (CA)?

• Gain experience with students 
with disabilities

• Finish my bachelor's degree (if 
at Sac State, get the Special 
Education Minor)

• Decide which Ed Specialist 
credential to pursue

• Finish my pre-requisites for the 
credential program

• Submit my application materials 
to Sac State Cal State Apply

Prepare to apply to a 
CA credential program

In my credential program, pass:
• Coursework
• Fieldwork
• Assessments

Complete a CA 
Preliminary Credential 

Program & 
Assessments

• Work in my first job with the 
Preliminary Credential

• Complete Induction to clear 
Preliminary credential to Level 
1 credential

• Apply to continue with Sac 
State's Masters in Arts of 
Teaching

Clear the Preliminary 
Credential in First 
years of teaching1 2 3



Mission
The Teaching Credentials Branch 

prepares socially just teachers and 
teacher leaders to be agents of 

change, committed to equity and 
inclusion in culturally and linguistically 

diverse schools and communities.

Goal of the Education 
Specialist Programs: to 

provide an inclusive 
education that will improve 

the quality of life of the 
individual with disabilities 

and their families

Teaching Credentials
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 Education Specialist 
PROGRAMS

Early Childhood 
Special Education 

(ECSE) 
online, teach students 

with all disabilities, birth 
to kindergarten

Master of Arts in Teaching-Special Education (MAT-SPED)  online, graduating credential candidates 
have the option to apply. While working full-time, option to apply to complete in one more year after 

ECSE, ESN, MMSN, and DHH 1-year and 2-year pathways, summer start + fall & spring

Mild to Moderate 
Support Needs 

(MMSN) 
hybrid, teach students 
with mild to moderate 

support needs, 
kindergarten to age 22

Extensive Support 
Needs (ESN) 

(formerly Mod/Sev)
online, teach students 
with extensive support 
needs, kindergarten to 

age 22 

Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing (DHH)

online,  teach students 
who are deaf or hard of 
hearing, birth to age 22

We also 

have...

Special Education Minor 
for Sac State Undergrads

options to add on ESN or MMSN credential 
for Ed Specialists with other credentials

Intern option



1-YEAR 

PATHWAYS

ECSE

MMSN
ESN

DHH

ECSE-AA

ECSE, ESN, MSN option 
to apply for SMTR 

scholarship ($38,600 
pays tuition, stipend, & 

$100 credential fee)

summer start + fall & spring; 
Intern option; 

option to add MAT-SPED

ECSE - Added Authorization fall start 
+ spring & summer for current Ed 

Specialists; intern option

2-YEAR 

PATHWAYS
fall start + spring, (optional summer), 
fall, & spring; Intern option; option to 

add MAT-SPED

 Education Specialist 
PATHWAYS

ECSE

summer start + fall & 
spring/summer; 

intern option; option 
to add MAT-SPED



What do our Programs look like?

 Education Specialist 
PROGRAM STRUCTURE

DHH, ECSE, ECSE-AA, ESN
★ ALL courses taken synchronously online (meet live in 

class through Zoom; courses offered after 4:30pm)
★ One in-person event each semester (those who live 

more than 100 miles away can join via Zoom)
○ Summer: fieldwork orientation
○ Fall: CTEC workshop
○ Spring: IEP Simulation

★ End of May: Virtual (Zoom) Ed Specialists New 
Candidate orientation

★ Virtual Fieldwork orientations before each semester

Online Programs
MMSN

★ A mix of courses taken in-person (@ Sac State 2 
nights per week) and synchronously online (meet live 
in class through Zoom); courses offered after 4:30pm

★ One in-person event each month (all required to 
attend in person)
○ Summer: fieldwork orientation
○ Fall: CTEC workshop
○ Spring: IEP Simulation

★ End of May: Virtual (Zoom) Ed Specialists New 
Candidate orientation

★ Virtual Fieldwork orientations before each semester

Hybrid Program



Fieldwork Options

✔ This path is for candidates who want to be placed in 
an expert teacher’s classroom OR work as a 
paraprofessional OR a full-time teacher on 
emergency permit while completing the program 
(student teacher or SMTR Resident) 

✔ The field coordinator places candidates with a 
skilled mentor teacher OR if a paraprofessional or  a 
full-time teacher on emergency permit then 
reviews and approves the candidate's place of 
employment as a fieldwork site 

✔ Cannot be a Resident AND Intern teacher at the 
same time

✔ Candidates may do volunteer fieldwork hours 
OR work during the day while taking 3 to 6 courses 
in the evenings. 

✔ This path is for those who want to work as the lead 
teacher in their credential

✔ May be teaching on emergency permit already (if 
ECSE 2-year pathway then can continue on 
emergency permit in 1st year)

✔ Need to have your place of employment approved 
(and teach in area of credential)

✔ If interested in being approved fall semester of first 
year, then read this INTERN APPLICATION 
GUIDELINES and complete this survey so we can 
work on establishing agreements with your district

✔ See Intern guidelines for current students

✔ Note: Per CTC guidelines, if you’re teaching in an 
SDC then you need experiences in other inclusive 
settings

InternsField/Student Teachers

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#intern-opportunities-for-special-education-programs
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#intern-opportunities-for-special-education-programs
https://surveys.csus.edu/jfe/form/SV_3Iw63vym5psPgJ8
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/current-students.html#internship-guidelines-resources
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/special-education/letters-to-employers-of-education-specialist-interns


DHH Credential
1-year, Summer start, online 

Student or Intern Teachers

✔ For candidates seeking to teach students birth - age 22 who are Deaf or 
hard of hearing, including DHH classroom and itinerant teaching

✔ Mix of M-Th evening courses and asynchronous courses taught by veterans 
of Deaf education; most courses are fully in American Sign Language (ASL)

✔ Courses include Early Intervention for Deaf Children, ASL and English 
Pedagogy, DeafBlind and DeafDisabled, and Mental Health and Deaf 
Students

✔ Fieldwork: 

○ Fall: early fieldwork in any DHH position (or begin internship)

○ Spring: culminating experience; student teaching or intern option

FAQs
See commonly 

asked questions 

here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OlJN-3q7iqZ1V8ZoaPSap22Sah0a5WivuA7VdoW-qOQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OlJN-3q7iqZ1V8ZoaPSap22Sah0a5WivuA7VdoW-qOQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OlJN-3q7iqZ1V8ZoaPSap22Sah0a5WivuA7VdoW-qOQ/edit?usp=sharing


MMSN & ESN Credentials
1-year, Summer start

Student or Intern Teachers

✔ For candidates already holding another 
education specialist credential

✔ Opportunities to add either MMSN or 
ESN

✔ Transcripts analyzed to develop an 
individualized program plan

✔ ESN is online; MMSN is hybrid

✔ 1-year pathways starting summer (June)

✔ ESN is online; MMSN is hybrid

✔ SMTR scholarship option; Intern option

✔ Part-time pathways can be developed 
through individualized advisement

✔ Evening courses (ESN: M-Th; MMSN: M-F)

Preliminary Credential Add on MMSN or ESN



ECSE Programs 

✔ This path is for candidates 
wanting a slower path 

✔ Take 3 classes per 
semester (plus seminar in 
first semester); fieldwork 
course starts spring 1st yr

✔ If working, may need to 
pay a 5th semester to 
complete Infant/Toddler 
student teaching summer 
after 1st year

✔ Option to be intern 1st 
semester, summer start

✔ For current education specialists seeking to 
extend their credential down to teach birth to 
kindergarten students with disabilities

✔ M-Th evening courses (3 in fall, 2 in spring)

✔ Fieldwork: 

○ Fall: early fieldwork in any ECSE position

○ Spring: Prek/TK/K culminating 
experiences; student teaching or intern 
option

○ Summer: Infant/Toddler culminating 
experience; student teaching or intern 
option

ECSE-Added Authorization
Fall Start, 1 year

ECSE Preliminary
Fall Start, 

2 year
✔ This path is for candidates 

ready for an intense year 

✔ Take 5 classes per semester 
(plus seminar in first 
semester); fieldwork course 
starts fall

✔ Option to complete 
Infant/Toddler student 
teaching spring after 
Pk/Tk/K student teaching OR 
summer semester

✔ Option to be intern 1st 
semester (if not a Resident)

Summer Start 
start, 1 year



pays up to $20,500 over the course of 

the program + $100 for testing fees

1-year Pathway Award Option
In 1 year get paid to become a Day-one ready, confident, joyful, effective, student-centered education 

specialist and make a difference in the lives of students with disabilities and their families.

SMTR $38,600 Award

pays tuition

welcomes me into a 

supportive community

guarantees a job after graduation in a 

SMTR partner district

supports applying for federal 

aid (FAFSA) and grants

How does it work? 
Residents’ attend 3 pre-semester orientations, 

bimonthly seminars, and events as well as commit to 
teach in one of the 10 SMTR partner districts for 4 years 
within the next 8 years after graduating. In return their 

tuition and fees are paid for summer, fall, and spring 
semesters. The remaining scholarship funds are paid to 

the Resident.
Questions?

FAQs & Website
Cindy Collado

SMTR Coordinator
cindy.collado@csus.edu

916.278.4616

SMTR Partners
1 University Partner: Sacramento State University

8 School District Partners: Twin Rivers Unified, Davis Joint Unified, 

Sacramento City Unified, Elk Grove Unified, Washington Unified, California 
Montessori Project, St. Hope Public Schools, Woodland Joint Unified

1-year programs with SMTR option

Mild to Moderate Support Needs (MMSN)

Extensive Support Needs (ESN)

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vRbA260ILhiaApC6YpKcNS5g0Dzj0_EXYO1CRAmCFYbOlmLt_pK7kcTgJPPArVykM5MbWJPQfmXzrkI/pub
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/spedresidency.html


Program Costs

2025-2026 Tuition/Fees
Credential (first 1 or 2 years) Full-time (>6.1 

units): $5,026/semester

- 1 yr (about $13,000), 2 yr (about $20,000)

- Most students qualify for financial aid

Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) (3 semesters) 

part-time (>6.1 units): $3,622/semester 

- 3 semesters (about $11,000)

Books, Taskstream account (most books are OER)

Included in Sac State’s Tuition/Fees:

free healthcare on 

campus for student, 

including counseling

free gym membership at 

The WELL

free Transit Card

free access to Sac State’s weekly Food 

Pantry with groceries and toiletries

CalFresh card for 

food (if eligible)



Financial Aid for All Pathways
Federal Student Aid: FAFSA (loans) - everyone apply by Jan/Feb

Grants 

Cal
Pell

TEACH

Local district grants 
for employees

Diverse Educator 
Scholarship 

(Washington Unified, 
Natomas Unified) 

Sac State Financial Aid & Scholarships website
www.csus.edu/apply/financial-aid-scholarships/apply-for-aid/ 

Sac State 
College of 
Education 

Scholarship

AB 1128 Passed!
establishes CA Student Teacher 

Support Grant program (starting 
25-26 school year LEAs pay student 

teachers daily sub rate)

Apply separately
Golden State Teacher 

Grant

https://www.wusd.k12.ca.us/Departments/Human-Resources/Diverse-Educator--Aspiring-Leaders-Program/index.html
https://www.natomasunified.org/departments/human-resources/recruiting-diverse-future-teachers-in-nusd
https://www.csus.edu/apply/financial-aid-scholarships/apply-for-aid/


Learn more about 
our Ed Specialist 
programs!

www.csus.edu/college/
education/sped

http://www.csus.edu/college/education/
http://www.csus.edu/college/education/


Apply to our programs
www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html 

http://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html


Applying to Sac State’s Ed Specialist Programs

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Program Fact Sheets

Application Instructions

Cal State Apply

Financial Aid

Group Interview



      Program 
Fact Sheets:
APPLY website: learn 
about the program you 
will apply to

1st 



Application 
Instructions

APPLY website: download your program 
Application Instructions and READ all 

instructions carefully. 

2nd 

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html


Cal State Apply
gather your application materials and submit 
your application before March 1st/April 1st 

Finding the program you’re applying to: 
✔ Initial Screen:

○ Select “Fall 2026” regardless of 1- or 2-year 
pathway

✔ In your extended profile, select the following:
○ Educational Goal: “Second Bachelor’s Degree and 

Beyond”
○ Degree goals: “Teaching and Service Credential Only”

✔ Find Program: 
○ When adding your program, search Education 

Specialist and then find your specific program 
under Sacramento Credential (e.g., Education 
Specialist: Early Childhood Special Education)

○ for ECSE-Added Authorization it’s named: 
Education – Early Childhood Special Education – 
Added Authorization

3rd 



Helpful resource 
when applying

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#related-forms-and-resources
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/_internal/_documents/cal-state-apply-application-instructions.pdf


Documents

Credential Program Requirements
Submitted in application to Cal State Apply by March 1/April 1 

Prerequisite 
Credential Courses

Bachelor’s Degree 
(unofficial transcripts; 

minimum GPA of 2.5/2.75)

Field Experience 
(minimum 45 hours highly 

recommended)

Questions 
(indicate your program pathway)

Optional: Bilingual 
Authorization

Essay

Certificate of 
Clearance (COC)

Recommendations
Submit 2 references



Application Requirements

Have your Bachelor degree by the time you start our program (submit your transcripts unless Sac State 
student/graduate  (2.5 overall Minimum GPA (or 2.75 in last 60 semester units or 90 quarter units)

Cal State Apply application

Application 
Instructions

✔ You can have a bachelor degree in any major

✔ If you’re graduating Spring/Summer 2026, you can apply so you can 
begin the program in summer/fall 2026 

✔ Upload ALL unofficial transcripts outside of Sac State into Cal State 
Apply (if admitted, then you’ll request official transcripts be sent to Sac State)

✔ Have any questions about your GPA or final graduation requirements? 
Contact our Student Success Center for guidance



Foreign Transcripts
Be sure to have your transcripts reviewed by a company on Sac State’s approved list - do this as 
early as possible so it doesn’t delay your acceptance into the program 

www.csus.edu/international-programs-global-engagement/application-admissions-process/graduate.html 

http://www.csus.edu/international-programs-global-engagement/application-admissions-process/graduate.html
https://www.csus.edu/international-programs-global-engagement/application-admissions-process/graduate.html
https://www.csus.edu/international-programs-global-engagement/application-admissions-process/graduate.html


Application Requirements

Prereq 
Courses (or 
equivalents)

ALL Pathways: 
EDUC 100 

(Inclusive Ed)

ALL Pathways:
EDUC 170 

(Bilingual Ed)

ECSE only: 
CHAD 30 

(Development)

MMSN 1-year 
pathway only: 

PUBH 136 (School 
Health Ed)

Cal State Apply application

Application 
Instructions

✔ Submit proof you completed or are completing the required pre-req courses for your program

✔ You can take at Sac State, Community College, or other university; check if a course has 
already been approved as an equivalent OR submit a request to review one not on the 
pre-approved or denial list (Apply website)

✔ If you haven’t completed pre-req courses yet, indicate in your application when you plan to 
complete them (in spring or summer)

✔ In some circumstances, you may be able to take during your program (talk to advisor)



Pre-req 
Courses (or 
equivalents)



Application Requirements

Competencies MMSN, ESN, DHH only: Subject 
Matter Competency (SMC)

Cal State Apply application

Application 
Instructions

✔ You can meet SMC through Subject Matter 
Waiver, coursework, or a test (or for DHH have 
ASL/Deaf Studies Major); submit a request to 
have your transcript reviewed (Apply website)

✔ If not met through coursework or waiver, register 
for the CSET (SMC) by next summer (in 
application submit your confirmation of test 
registration)

✔ You may be admitted without meeting SMC but 
you won’t be allowed to complete advanced 
student teaching (final semester)

NOTE: there is no longer a 
Basic Skills Requirement

Does NOT 
apply to ECSE 

Programs

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#options-for-meeting-subject-matter-competency-requirements


Application Requirements

Materials Professional 
Essay (Graduate 
Writing Sample)

2 references 
(Academic and 
Professional - 
provide email 

address)

Field Experience 
(45 hours, 

recommended)

Cal State Apply application

Application 
Instructions

✔ Directions for the essay is in your Program Application Instructions

✔ Academic reference: anyone that can speak about you as a learner; Professional reference: 
anyone that can speak about you as a professional

✔ References – ask person for permission then submit their email; they will be emailed a survey to 
complete ratings and open-ended section (formal letter of recommendation not required)

✔ Field experience -  highly recommended 45 hours (use provided table in the program application 
instructions to share experiences)



Application Requirements

Cal State Apply application

Application 
Instructions

✔ COC: submit verification of issued valid clearance by Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing (CTC); your district background clearance might apply

✔ Submit ALL unofficial transcripts for ALL colleges and universities attended

✔ Questions – confirm program pathway and interest in bilingual authorization

Tasks Unofficial 
Transcripts Questions

Certificate of 
Clearance (COC - 

Background 
Check)



Application 
Questions?

• Join a Credential Info Session

– Oct 14, Nov 5, Dec 3

• Join a Bilingual Info Session

– Oct 10, Nov 7, Dec 11

• Join a Drop-in Application session

– January 9, January 10, January 23; 12-1:30p

• Look out for upcoming Financial Aid workshops

• Use Cal State Apply Application Instructions 
document (Apply website)

• Meet with Student Success Center for application 
guidance (www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/) 

•

www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#apply-to-a-teaching-credential-program 

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#apply-to-a-teaching-credential-program
http://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/apply.html#apply-to-a-teaching-credential-program


Student Support Services
www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/

College of Ed Scholarships (1st 
apply to program, then apply for 

scholarships by March)

36

Student 
Success 
Center

Educational Equity Program

http://www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/


Student Success Center 
(Advising) Team

Ashley Ciraulo-Stuart
Lead Advisor

Expertise: Application Process & 
Undergraduate pathways

(916) 278-6403
aciraulo@csus.edu 
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Educational Equity 
Program Team

Dr. Karina Figueroa-Ramirez
Ed Equity Coordinator

Expertise: application and scholarship assistance 
for diverse candidates (including DACA), bilingual 

authorization advising

Figueroaramirez@csus.edu

Hector Chavez Lead Peer Mentor
edeq@csus.edu

@sacstate_edequity/

College of Education Support Teams

Undocumented students - visit the Sac 
State Dreamer Resource Center

mailto:aciraulo@csus.edu
mailto:Figueroaramirez@csus.edu
mailto:edeq@csus.edu


Financial Aid
Submit your financial aid applications by 
January/February the year you apply! 

4th  

Sac State Financial Aid & Scholarships website
www.csus.edu/apply/financial-aid-scholarships/ 

College of Education Scholarships: 
www.csus.edu/college/education/st
udent-support/  (scholarships tab)

https://youtu.be/8o6TJbD9JIA?si=kHkP7lNVSyZKF56r
http://www.csus.edu/apply/financial-aid-scholarships/
http://www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/
http://www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/
http://www.csus.edu/college/education/student-support/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/golden-state-teacher-grant-program


Maximize your 
Financial Aid!
We’re here to help. Visit our 
College of Education website 
and view the first two 
documents to guide your 
journey.

www.csus.edu/college/education/
teaching-credentials/financial-sup
port-opportunities.html 

https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/financial-support-opportunities.html
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/financial-support-opportunities.html
https://www.csus.edu/college/education/teaching-credentials/financial-support-opportunities.html


Group Interview
2026 Cohorts Interview dates: 

1) after the Priority deadline: Friday March 20, 2026
2) after the Final deadline: Friday, April 17, 2026

How to sign up for your interview session:
After each deadline closes, you will be emailed with more information on how to sign up 
for an interview session (including the article for group discussion):

❑ OPTION 1: Sac Metro Teacher Residency (SMTR) scholarship option for the 1-year, 
summer start pathway (IN PERSON; 1 - 3pm) OR               

❑ OPTION 2: the 1-year pathway without the SMTR scholarship & ECSE 2-year, fall start 

pathway (ZOOM; 1 hour, various times). 

5th 



WHY CHOOSE SAC STATE'S 
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✔ Close relationships with 
local school districts

✔ Faculty are leaders in the 
field

✔ Reasonable Tuition

✔ Substantial financial aid 

✔ Cohorts of small core groups

✔ Constant support structure 
through the program

✔ Evening classes (all offered 
after 4:30p)



MORE Reasons to Choose SAC STATE'S 
Education Specialist Credentials with MAT-SPED
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✔ All Ed Specialist credentials include 
the English Learner Authorization & 
Autism Authorization

✔ Option to apply to continue with MAT

✔ Optional: add Bilingual Authorization 
(Hmong, Spanish)

✔ We have FULLY ONLINE 
Programs (DHH, ESN, 
ECSE, ECSE-AA)

✔ Our MMSN is hybrid (mix of 
in-person & online classes)

✔ Full time and Part time options

✔ 1-year pathways and ECSE 
also has a 2-year pathway



Follow us
Learn more 

www.csus.edu/education/sped 

@sacstatesped

@sac state sped

Applications open in October; Priority deadline March 1; Final Deadline April 1

Learn more!
Ed Specialist Programs



Connect with us!

Early Childhood 
Special Education 

(ECSE) 
online

Dr. Cindy Collado
cindy.collado@csus.edu 

Master of Arts in Teaching-Special Education (MAT-SPED)  online  
Dr. Jean Gonsier-Gerdin, jgonsier@csus.edu   

Mild to Moderate 
Support Needs 

(MMSN) 
hybrid

Dr. Mei Shen
m.shen@csus.edu 

Extensive Support 
Needs (ESN) 

(formerly Mod/Sev)
online

Dr. Kathy Gee
kgee@csus.edu 

Deaf & Hard of 
Hearing 
(DHH)
online

Dr. Nate Dutra
dutra@csus.edu 

Undergrad Minor in 
Special Education

Dr. Trina Chang
trina.chang@csus.edu 

Sac Metro Teacher 
Residency (SMTR)

Dr. Cindy Collado
cindy.collado@csus.edu 

Undergrad Pathway 
to Credential

Ashley Ciraulo-Stuart
aciraulo@csus.edu 

Ed Equity Advisor
Dr. Karina Figuero-Ramirez 
figueroaramirez@csus.edu
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