
Sacramento State Teaching Credential
General Financial Aid Information



Financial Aid for Teaching Credential Students

Focus

• Financial Application Cycle
• FA Application and 5th year undergraduate
• Types of Financial Aid Available
• Satisfactory Academic Progress
• Special & Unusual Circumstances
• Where to Get Help



Financial Aid Application Cycle

APPLY
Financial Aid Application by 

Priority date March 2nd

SUBMIT
Documents listed on To Do 

List via My Sac State 
Student Services Center by 

May 1st

ELIGIBLE
Aid eligibility determined by 

reviewing Financial Aid 
application and submitted 

documents

AWARD
Review financial aid 

awards via My Sac State 
Student Center

DISBURSEMENT
Aid is first applied to 

account balance; if funds 
remain, they are refunded



Financial Aid and 5th – Year Undergraduate

For Teaching Credential Students on the FA 
Application

1. Credential candidates should identify 
themselves as Other undergraduate

2. Yes to have already have their bachelor’s 
degree when 2026-27 aid year begins

3. Yes to pursuing an initial teaching 
certification at the elementary or secondary 
level

Do not select 

graduate/professional 
student simply because you 
have already earned your 

bachelor's degree



Types of Financial Aid Available

Federal Grants & Scholarships
Federal Pell Grant (1st Credential)
TEACH Grant

State Grants
State University Grant (SUG)
Cal Grant
Middle Class Scholarship
Golden State Teacher Grant

Loans
Direct Subsidized Loan
Direct Unsubsidized Loan
Alternative Loans 

Loans are based on the 5th-year 

undergraduate class level

Institutional Resources
Institutional Scholarships
College of Ed (COE) Scholarships
External / Community Scholarships
COE Ed Equity Program

Federal Work-Study
• On-Campus Employment
• Off-Campus Employment (non-

profit



Special Process: Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

Maximum Timeframe

• 150% of program length

 Example: 120 units x 150% = 180 unit max

Standard Pace

• Pass 67% of attempted units

 Example: 14 units passed / 15 units attempted = 93%

Cumulative GPA

• Minimum 2.0 GPA for Undergrads

• Minimum 2.5 for 2nd Bachelors 

• Minimum 3.0 for Graduates (Doctoral, 2nd MA, Credential)



Special Circumstances
Your Financial Aid Application doesn’t tell the whole story.

Financial Aid Office is allowed to use Professional Judgment (PJ) on a case-by-case basis when a student’s 
circumstances warrant an adjustment

Special Circumstances 

• Loss of Income Appeal is a process to recalculate financial aid eligibility based on the income loss reported 
in either the 2025 or 2026 tax year.   Available in the student forms section of the Financial Aid website 
starting July.

• Budget Increase Appeal is a request to increase the student’s Cost of Attendance (COA) for documented 
allowable educational expenses that are not already included in the standard student budget. Available in 
the student forms section of the Financial Aid website starting September.



Changes to Student Loans
The new federal law, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, implements changes to federal student aid, including student loans, 
effective July 1, 2026.

• Your unit load (full-time vs. part-time) can affect how much you can 
borrow in federal loans

• Parent PLUS may see new borrowing limits

• Graduate students may see major changes, including the end of 
Grad PLUS for new borrowing starting in 2026–27

• Some continuing students may be able to borrow under current 
limits for a limited time under legacy provisions

• Repayment options may change over time

Visit FA Website for Important Updates
www.csus.edu/faid

http://www.csus.edu/faid


Questions?

Student Service Center

Website: www.csus.edu/ssc

Email: 

Go to www.csus.edu/ssc and select “Email Us” 

or sacstatessc@csus.edu

Visit:  Lassen Hall 1000

Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Phone: (916) 278-1000, option 2

http://www.csus.edu/ssc
http://www.csus.edu/ssc
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