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Welcome and thank you for your 
interest in our RN to BSN Program!

• The purpose of this PowerPoint is to provide an overview of 
the RN to BSN program and application requirements.

• Is this program right for you?
– If you are interested in nursing but not yet in a nursing program, click 

here to learn more about our pre-licensure program.
– If you are currently in the 1st semester of an ADN program, click here 

for more information about our collaborative.
– If you already have a BA/BS, you may want to consider going right into 

our MSN program, click here to learn more about the ADN to MSN 
option.

https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/nursing/traditional.html
https://cce.csus.edu/associate-degree-nursing-bachelor-science-nursing-adn-bsn-collaborative
https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/nursing/graduate-program.html


Why choose Sac State?

• Affordable tuition and low-cost materials
– Low-cost of Sac State tuition
– Open-educational resources

• Quality online courses
– Courses created for students’ needs
– Certified as organized and accessable

• Accredited by the Commission on the Collegiate Nursing 
Education

https://www.aacnnursing.org/ccne-accreditation


Flexible Program

• Be done in 2 or 3 semesters
– Choice of part-time or full-time track

• Ability to apply to receive your Public Health Nursing (PHN) 
certificate
– Option to take N174C, PHN clinical course



Overview of the RN-BSN Program

• Courses in the program are all offered online with 
synchronous and asynchronous content

• All students are required to attend 2 orientations prior to the 
start of their 1st semester
– 1 University orientation via Zoom
– 1 RN to BSN Program orientation via Zoom

• All synchronous classes occur on Wednesdays, typically once a 
month.



Suggested Full-Time Pattern
Semester 1
• NURS 170: Foundations for Evidence-

Based Practice (3 units)*
• NURS 171: Transitional Concepts: The 

Baccalaureate Nurse (6 units)
• NURS 174: Community Health Nursing: 

Concepts and Practice (4 units)
• NURS 174C: Community Health Nursing: 

Clinical Elective (2 units)**
• 1st Upper GE course (3 units)

Total = 18 units
*NURS 170 must be taken during  1st semester
**NURS 174C is a clinical course (90 hours); 
course required for PHN certificate. Students 
may file an exemption to not take NURS 174C.

Semester 2
• NURS 173: Theoretical Foundations for 

Leadership and Management (6 units)
• NURS 179: Professional Communication 

and reasoning Development (3 units)***
• NURS 178: Culminating Project (3 

units)****
• 2nd Upper GE course (3 units)

Total = 15 units
***WPJ exam must be taken prior to enrolling 
in NURS 179
****NURS 178 must be taken during last 
semester of nursing courses



Sugggested Part-Time Pattern
Semester 1
• NURS 170: Foundations for Evidence-

Based Nursing Practice  (3 units)
• NURS 171: Transitional Concepts: The 

Baccalaureate Nurse (6 units)

Total = 9 units

Semester 2
• NURS 174: Community Health Nursing: 

Concepts and Practice (4 units)
• NURS 174C: Community Health Nursing: 

Clinical Elective (2 units)
• NURS 179: Professional Communication 

and Reasoning Development (3 units)

Total = 9 units

Semester 3
• NURS 173: Theoretical Foundations for 

Leadership and Management (6 units)
• NURS 178: Culminating Project (3 units)

Total = 9 units

Semester 4
• 2 Upper GE courses (6 units) – May be 

taken earlier if blended with required BSN 
course during 1st through 3rd semesters

Total = 6 units



Important Considerations
• NURS 170 is a required 1st course in the program. May be taken 

concurrently with other courses except for NURS 178
• NURS 178 is the required last nursing course. May be taken concurrently 

with other courses except for NURS 170
• NURS 174C: This clinical course must be taken concurrently with the 

theory course (NURS 174) or the very next semester after completing 
NURS 174
– Students may apply for an exemption to not take NURS 174C as part of their 

program of study
– It is important to note that students who do not complete NURS 174C will not 

be eligible to apply for the Public Health Nurse certificate 
– NURS 179: Writing Intensive - Completion of the Writing Placement for Juniors 

(WPJ) is a pre-requisite for enrollment. Meets GE Area C2



Writing Placement for Juniors (WPJ)

• The Writing Placement for Juniors (WPJ) exam must be taken 
before enrolling in NURS 179. Enrollment in NURS 179 is 
contingent upon the score received on the WPJ. Students are 
encouraged to take the WPJ during their first semester.

• Students who already have a BA/BS in another field are 
exempt from the WPJ requirement.

https://www.csus.edu/undergraduate-studies/writing-program/undergraduate-gwar.html


GE Requirements
• Applicants who have not had a GE evaluation are encouraged to have a GE 

evaluation prior to applying to the RN to BSN program.
• See the College of HHS Student Success Center for transfer students. Be 

sure to have your official transcripts ready for your GE advising session
• 3 upper division GE courses are required (NURS 179 serves as one of the 3 

upper GE for area C)
• Students who already have a BA/BS fo not have to take the 2 additional 

upper GE courses besides NURS 179
• GE courses may be taken anytime; during fall, winter, spring, or summer 

semesters
• Note: The graduation requirement for foreign language is waived for the 

RN to BSN program

https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/student-success/


Tuition and Campus Fees

• Go to the Sac State Website for current tuition and fees
– Scale is different for students without a prior BA/BS, follow the fee schedule 

for Undergraduates
– Low additional program costs (minimum textbook costs or other fees)

• Note: All fees are estimates and subject to change upon approval by 
the Board of Trustees

https://www.csus.edu/apply/enrollment-costs-fees/tuition-living-costs/current-tuition.html


Admissions Requirements

• An unencumbered, valid California Registered Nursing license
– ADN program completion prior to starting program
– NCLEX-RN exam must be passed prior to starting 2nd semester

• California state resident
• Admission to Sacramento State
• A cumulative GPA of 2.6 upon completion of qualifying 

nursing program
• Program admission is contingent upon meeting clearance 

requirements outlined



Required Pre-Admission Courses

• Anatomy (with a lab)
• Physiology (with a lab)
• Microbiology (with a lab)
• Chemistry (integrated or organic chemistry is not required)
• Written Communication
• Oral Communication
• Statistics
• Critical Thinking
Applicants must pass above courses with a “C” or better



Application

• Application is a two-step process:
1. Apply to Sacramento State. Link to apply online 

https://www.calstate.edu/apply
2. Apply to the RN to BSN program. Please check School of Nursing’s 

website for the correct link to apply online to the RN to BSN 
program. There is a supplemental application fee for the RN to BSN 
program.

https://www.calstate.edu/apply
https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/nursing/rn-to-bsn.html


Application Deadlines

Fall Deadlines

• University application period 
October 1st – November 30th

• School of Nursing RN to BSN 
application period 
December 1st – February 15th

Spring Deadlines

• University application period 
August 1st – August 31st

• School of Nursing RN to BSN 
application period 
September 1st – October 15th



Important Deadlines

• Ensure your applications are complete!
– Be sure to submit all transcripts, including courses in progress
– Keep copies of everything

• We notify by email regarding admission status and other 
important communications, so check your email for messages 
from us

• Please check our website for the most up-to-date information 

https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/nursing/rn-to-bsn.html


Questions and Contact Information

• Applicants who have further questions about the program are 
encouraged to attend an optional advising session
– Please check our website for dates of advising sessions

• Applicants may also email us at rntobsn@csus.edu with 
questions

https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/nursing/rn-to-bsn.html
mailto:rntobsn@csus.edu


We hope to see you in our program at 
Sac State!
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