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SACRAMENTO STATE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

FALL 2019 

 

ECON 100B:  Intermediate Microeconomic Theory 

 

PROFESSOR: Kace Chalmers 

OFFICE:  Tahoe Hall 3012 

PHONE:  (916) 278-7080 

E-MAIL:  chalmers@csus.edu 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

MW 12-1:15 pm, Mariposa 1001 

MW 1:30-2:45pm, Mariposa 1001 

OFFICE HOURS: 

11am-12pm MW and by appt.

 

 

Course Description The purpose of this course is to develop a deeper understanding of the ideas learned in 

your principles of microeconomics courses.  We will derive the demand and supply 

functions you analyzed in principles as well as gain a better understanding of the 

foundations of supply and demand.  Moreover, we will consider market equilibrium 

under a variety of market structures. 

 

Prerequisite ECON 1B and MATH 24 or MATH 26A or MATH 30 with a minimum “C” grade. 

 

 

Required Text Browning and Zupan.  Microeconomics Theory and Applications, 12e.  (2015) 

ISBN# 978-111-875-8878.  
 

 I encourage you to explore online used textbook sellers like www.half.com and 

www.directtextbook.com.  To insure you get the right book, search by the ISBN 

number. 

 

Suggested Texts Nicholson.  Microeconomic theory:  Basic Principles and Extensions 

 Varian.  Intermediate Microeconomics  

 

Grading 2 Midterm exams:  150 points each 

 Final exam:   200 points 

 3 Problem Sets:  50 points each 

 Class participation  50 points  

 

The actual letter grade you earn in this course will be based on a grading scale to be determined after the final 

exam.  This scale may or may not resemble the 10-point scale to which you may be accustomed (e.g., 90-100% 

is some sort of A, 80-89% is some sort of B, etc) because I reserve the right to curve.  I will be happy to provide 

feedback over the semester on how to interpret your raw homework and exam scores so that you know how you 

are progressing in the course. 

 

 

NOTE ON THE CONTENT OF THIS COURSE SYLLABUS 
I view the information in this syllabus as a contract between my students and myself.  I try to be very clear about 

my expectations and policies so that everyone knows the basic rules and we all go home happy every class 

period and, ultimately, at the end of the semester.  Please read the following carefully. 

 

http://www.half.com/
http://www.directtextbook.com/
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Attendance 
Attendance is up to your discretion; however, there is a positive relationship between exposure to economic 

principles and your successful mastery of them.  I do not take roll regularly, but I will occasionally take roll.  I 

expect you to behave appropriately in class.  This means you must refrain from any and all electronic devices 

during class time (including cell phones and computers).  I will ask you to leave if you use your cell phone. 

Note also that class participation accounts for ~7% of your final grade. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  All direct and indirect quotations from other sources should be properly 

acknowledged.  And yes, I have failed graduate students who plagiarized. Don’t cheat.  Ever.  Under any 

circumstances.  My job is to teach you economics and then give you a grade that accurately reflects your 

knowledge of the subject.  If you cheat, you force me to assume that you have cheated because you know 

nothing and your grade will reflect that assumption.  If you are dumb enough to plagiarize, the result will NOT 

be pretty. 

 

Electronic Devices 
I do not allow any electronic devices in my classroom unless you can provide specific accommodation forms 

from Services to Students with Disabilities.  This prohibition includes cell phones and laptops.  There are 

several well-documented reasons for this including: 

1) You are not as good at multi-tasking as you think you are. 

http://faculty.winthrop.edu/hinera/crtw-spring_2011/themythofmultitasking_rosen.pdf 

http://www.w.aabri.com/manuscripts/10498.pdf  

2) Electronic devices are a distraction for other students who can see your screen.   

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254 

3) You will remember the material better if you writing it longhand rather than typing it.  

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-research-study-082409.html 

http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/04/22/0956797614524581.abstract 

4) This class uses many graphs that aren’t easily, and quickly, reproducible on a screen. 

 

Office Hours 
If you are having problems, I expect you to stop by during office hours to seek help.  I have set aside this time 

specifically for students with nothing else to distract me.  You may also email me for help, but please know that 

I may not be able to answer your email soon enough to help you before a deadline.  I am also happy to chat with 

you about the economics major, life plans, or whatever is on your mind.  Please stop by! 

 

 

Problem Sets/Homework 

There will be 3 problem sets due approximately a week and a half before each exam.  Each problem set will be 

worth 50 points.  These will be collected in class and evaluated for completeness before being given back so that 

you can check your answers against the published answer key and come to office hours for assistance.  Problem 

sets will be collected at the beginning of class; if not turned in at this time, they will be considered late and they 

will no longer be accepted. 

 

Writing Workshops 

You will be required to participate in 2 in-class writing workshops in which we briefly analyze current policy 

issues using the tools discussed in this class.  These workshops will NOT be re-scheduled and you cannot make 

them up if you miss class, so plan accordingly.  Your participation in these workshops will be a significant 

proportion of your class participation grade.  More information on these assignments will be distributed later in 

the semester.  

 

Exams 

http://faculty.winthrop.edu/hinera/crtw-spring_2011/themythofmultitasking_rosen.pdf
http://www.w.aabri.com/manuscripts/10498.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131512002254
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/august24/multitask-research-study-082409.html
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/04/22/0956797614524581.abstract
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These exams will cover the material presented in classes preceding each test, along with all relevant reading 

material.  You may regard the exam dates listed below as carved in stone.  Put them in your calendar 

immediately because there are no make-up exams and very few acceptable excuses for missing one.  If you find 

that you are unable to take an exam on its scheduled date, please make arrangements with me immediately.  

Acceptable excuses include a death in the family, a University-sponsored event or excursion, or a serious illness 

documented by a doctor.  You are responsible for bringing a pencil/pen and a non-cell-phone calculator to all 

exams.  Exams are closed-book, closed-note, and closed-friend/neighbor. If you miss a test without making prior 

arrangements, you will receive a grade of zero on that exam. 

 

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 

 

Problem Set #1  Weds, Sept 16  

Exam #1   Monday, Sept 30   (in class) 

Writing Workshop  Weds, Oct 2 

Problem Set #2  Monday, Oct 21   

Exam #2   Weds, Oct 30    (in class) 

Writing Workshop  Mon, Nov 4 

Problem Set #3  Weds, Nov 27   

Final Exam    Mon, Dec 9 12:45-2:45pm  1:30pm Section 

    Weds, Dec 11, 10:15-12:15pm 12:00pm Section 

 

 

ADDITIONAL REQUESTS 
 

 If you choose to attend class, please be on time.  If arriving late, I expect you to come in quietly, settle 

quickly, and at least muster an apologetic expression for me.  It is your responsibility to get any material 

that you miss.  I will not provide lecture notes under any circumstances, so I recommend that you find a 

study-buddy or two in class.  Any information or handouts distributed in class will also be posted on the 

Canvas website, so check there regularly.  

 

 If you have a physical or learning disability that requires accommodation, please let me know as soon as 

possible and contact Services to Students with Disabilities at (916) 278-6955 to get the proper 

documentation well in advance of the first exam.  Please note that legally, I cannot provide you 

accommodation without this documentation. 

 

 You must keep up with the reading and seek help when you don’t understand something.  Utilize class 

time, my office hours, and email to get your questions answered. If I’m in my office, I’ll make time for 

you if at all possible, so please BE PROACTIVE and stop by. 

 

 I am interested in your feedback and would prefer  not to rely on the generic and basically useless 

evaluation questions that I am only able to read after the semester is already over.  I am happy to listen 

to suggestions and criticisms in person or via email, but if you feel uncomfortable telling me what you 

really think, I’ve set up an anonymous feedback form on my website at 

www.csus.edu/indiv/c/chalmersk/Links%20Teaching.html.  Yes, it’s really anonymous. 

 

http://www.csus.edu/indiv/c/chalmersk/Links%20Teaching.html
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COURSE OUTLINE 

(Subject to change with notification in class) 

You may anticipate covering a textbook chapter in approximately two class lectures.  Time permitting, I will 

allow for additional time in class for exam reviews. 

 

EXAM I.  Markets, Prices, and Consumer Choice Theory 

Browning/Zupan, Chapters 1-6 

Basics of Supply and Demand Consumer Behavior 

Individual vs. Market Demand 

Decision making in Uncertainty 

NO CLASS: Sept 3 

Monday, Sept 30, Test One:  Chapters 1-6 

 

EXAM II.  Producer Theory and Market Structure 

Browning/Zupan, Chapters 7-13 

Production and Costs 

Profit Maximization 

Competitive Markets 

Market Power and Monopoly  

Pricing with Market Power 

Monopolistic Competition and Oligopoly 

Weds, Oct 30, Test Two:  Chapters 7-13 

 

EXAM III.  Game Theory, Economics of Information, and Input Markets 

Browning/Zupan, Chapters 14-17 

Game theory and Competitive Strategy 

Markets for Factor Inputs 

NO CLASS:  Nov 12 

 

Final Exam:  Chapters 1-17 

Mon, Dec 9 12:45-2:45pm OR Weds, Dec 11, 10:15am-12:15pm depending upon section# 


