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Email: J.Tuttle@csus.edu  Class Room: Amador Hall 217 
Office: Benicia 1011     Course Number: 35712 
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Course Information 
In this course, we examine government spending and taxation through the eyes of an economist. 
Government debt and deficits continue to be important topics in both the US and abroad. Every dollar 
the government spends must come from a dollar raised somewhere else, either by borrowing or taxing. 
This leads to important questions. What programs should we fund and how do we fund them? How do 
we tax efficiently and equitably?  
 
We will look in depth at key entitlement programs and the challenges they face, as well as the 
implications of these programs from an economic standpoint. By the end of the course, you will be 
armed with an arsenal of tools and information that will help you to critically think through some of 
today’s most controversial issues.  
 
This class makes extensive use of consumer choice theory that is learned in ECON 100B. If you have not 
yet taken this course, the onus is on you to put in the work and seek out any help you need. If consumer 
theory is new to you, you may want to consider taking this course at a later time. 
 
Catalog Description: Economic analysis of the public sector and its impact on the allocation of resources 
and the distribution of income. Emphasis given to the economics of government expenditure and 
taxation. 
 
Prerequisites: Prerequisite: ECON 1A, ECON 1B, and MATH 24 or MATH 26A or MATH 30 with a 
minimum "C" grade; ECON 100B recommended. 
 
Required Textbook: Public Finance, 10th Edition by Rosen and Gayer 
I recommend renting or buying a used version of the text as it has been out for a few years. I’m guessing 
a new version will be out in the next year or so, so avoid buying new.  
 
Supplementary Text: Fiscal Therapy: Curing America's Debt Addiction and Investing in the Future by Gale 
We will use this book alongside the text to further illustrate and analyze the current state of US debt.  
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Course Grade 
Your course grade is based on the following weights: 
 

 
 

Class Participation 
Since this class meets only once per week, it is essential to attend, ask questions and be engaged. I have 
found that students who attend class regularly tend to score better than those who do not. That said, 
just being in class is not enough to guarantee a passing grade; never be afraid to ask questions when 
something doesn’t click. I will occasionally take attendance and note who is participating in class. I will 
also occasionally give “exit slips” or other check-ins to monitor both comprehension and participation.  
 
Problem Sets 
Economics is best learned by doing and not by passive means. Homework assignments will be one of the 
best ways to assess your own abilities when not in a guided discussion. Put full effort into the 
assignments and you will likely earn most of the credit; never give up on a question and feel free to 
reach out if you have questions.  
 
Problem sets will be given out regularly to keep you practicing in between classes and will typically be 
due the following class meeting. You are welcome to work with your peers in completing these but you 
must turn in your own work. I will drop the lowest homework score. Assignments are accessible on our 
Canvas homepage. No late work will be accepted. 
 
Reading Assessments 
In order to break out of textbook reading, I have assigned a recently published book that thoroughly 
outlines issues the US currently faces and potential solutions. This text generally aligns with the 
structure of the course and provides numerous references that may be beneficial to you, especially if 
you decide to pursue research in this area.  
 
Given the controversial nature of government spending and economic policies, you will likely find points 
in the text that you do not agree with. The author provides a number of potential solutions to reduce 
and stabilize the US debt trajectory, but these aren’t without their own costs. It is imperative that you 
keep your critical thinking hat on and challenge both the author’s and your own views. 
 
During the term, I will assign reading assessments via Canvas focusing on specific chapters from the text 
and other readings posted online. All of these assessments will count towards your final grade and will 
help prepare you for the class discussion that follows.  
 
 

Participation 10%

Problem Sets 20%

Reading Assessments 10%

Exams (x2) 40%

Final Exam 20%

Grade Breakdown
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Exams 
There will be two exams during the semester that will consist of a combination of multiple choice and 
short answer questions. Unless otherwise stated, we will have a brief lecture following the exam. You 
will need to provide a Scantron (#882-E), #2 pencils and a non-programmable calculator. 
 
Exams are closed book and closed notes; however, I will permit one 3” x 5” notecard (front and back) to 
be utilized during exams. For short answer questions, I also permit the use of colored pencils and rulers; 
pens are discouraged but not prohibited.  
 
Smart watches, smartphones, and other electronic devices must be turned off during the exam. I expect 
you to have a high standard of integrity and will not tolerate cheating in any form. Any such evidence 
will result in an automatic failing grade for the course and be reported to the University. There are no 
makeup exams. Should a verifiable emergency arise, contact me as soon as possible. Documentation 
that verifies the emergency will need to be provided within 3 days of the exam. 
 
Final Exam 
This course builds upon itself over the course of the semester and for that reason the final is cumulative. 
The exam will resemble the typical format covered in the semester. The short answer questions will 
focus on the more recent material while the multiple choice questions will draw on material covered 
from the entire course. The same general testing policies apply. Note that all students are required to 
take the final exam or will receive an automatic ‘F’ for the course.  
 
Please note that I recognize that many of you may take this course because of the time that it is offered. 
For that reason the final will start at 5:30pm and not 5:15pm. 
 
Policies 

1. As a courtesy to your peers, please keep cell phones turned off during class. If you have an 
urgent matter to tend to, take calls/texts outside. 

2. I’m generally on campus once-per-week but I’m available via email and rarely far from a phone. If 
you have questions or concerns, send me an email and I’ll get back to you as quickly as I can. 
Should I see strong demand for additional office hours; I will look to add an additional day. 

3. Read the assigned chapter prior to coming to class so that you have some familiarity with the 
topic. This will help you get more out of the lecture and get clarification on any questions that 
you may have.  

4. Should you decide this is not the course for you, I leave it to you to follow the appropriate course 
of action to withdraw. I will not automatically drop students who stop showing up. See the 
Department Policy here: http://www.csus.edu/econ/for%20students/policies.html#1.  

5. I will be using Canvas as our home base for the course. I will post answer keys, announcements, 
readings and other content via this resource. Please keep an active eye on the site (there is also 
an application for your phone available if you are interested).  

6. While I do not ban the use of laptops, I highly discourage you from using them to take notes. If 
*they become a distraction or I feel class participation is being hindered, I reserve the right to 
prohibit laptop use. Be sure to bring writing instruments and scratch paper for in-class work. 
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Advice 

 Do not be afraid to ask questions and let me know if something is unclear. Weekly classes are 
convenient but also force us to cover more material all at once. Speak up if you are lost. 

 Avoid waiting until the last minute to begin an assignment. Give yourself ample time to let the 
concepts sink in and apply them…this is a VERY common pitfall that can really hamper your 
learning. Plan on allocating at least 5 hours to complete homework, keep up with readings and 
stay on top of the material.  

 Prior students have suggested that staying on top of assignments, attending class regularly, 
utilizing office hours and making good use of in-class handouts for exam prep are essential to do 
well in the course.  
 

Tentative Course Outline 
 
The following schedule is subject to change depending on our progress over the semester.  
 

 
 
Unless otherwise stated, you should plan on these chapters being tested on the reading assessments: 

 RA #1: Intro – Chapter 2 [Overview of the book + US Debt] 

 RA #2: Chapter 3 – Chapter 6 [Setting up the analysis of spending and taxation] 

 RA #3: Chapter 7 – Chapter 10 [Analysis of spending programs and reform] 

 RA #4: Chapter 11 – Chapter 14 [Analysis of taxation and reform] 
 
Note that other outside readings will be assigned over the term and may be tested on these assessments 
as well. 

Week Class Date Topic Rosen/Gayer Online RAs 

1 Jan 21, 2020 Class Intro + Micro Review Appendix

2 Jan 28, 2020 Introduction, Deficit Finance and the US Ch 1 + 20

3 Feb 04, 2020 Tools of Positive and Normative Analysis Ch 2 + 3

4* Feb 11, 2020 Public Goods and Externalities Ch 4 + 5 RA #1 Due

5 Feb 18, 2020 Poltical Economy + Education Ch 6 + 7

6** Feb 25, 2020 Exam 1 + Income Redistribution Ch 12

7 Mar 03, 2020 Programs for the Poor Ch 13 RA #2 Due

8 Mar 10, 2020 Health Care Ch 9 + 10

9 Mar 17, 2020 Social Security Ch 11

10 Mar 24, 2020 Taxation and Income Distribution Ch 14 RA #3 Due

11 Mar 31, 2020 SPRING BREAK

12 Apr 07, 2020 Taxation and Efficiency Ch 15

13 Apr 14, 2020 Exam 2 + Equitable Taxation Ch 16

14 Apr 21, 2020 Personal Income Taxation Ch 17 + 18

15 Apr 28, 2020 Corporate Taxation Ch 19

16 May 05, 2020 Other Tax Systems Ch 21 + 22 RA #4 Due

17 May 12, 2020 Final Exam [5:30-7:30]

*Last week to drop penalty free   **Last week to drop with a "W"


