
Master of Public Policy and Administration
Fall 2024 Cohort Start

Information Session



Housekeeping

You are muted upon entry
• Please remain muted for now
• Simply raise your hand or use the chat feature 

for immediate questions, comments, or technical 
issues

• We have allotted time throughout and at the end 
of the meeting for live (unmuted) questions



Welcome!

Professor & Interim Chairperson, Rob Wassmer
Academic Department Coordinator, Sovannra Yos



Agenda

• Mission
• Overview of the Program
• Curriculum
• Culminating Experience
• Cost 
• Faculty
• Alumni
• Application Requirements & Process
• Why Us? – Alumna and GASPPA
• Q&A



Our Mission

The Capital Campus's graduate programs in Public 
Policy and Administration prepare future leaders to 
address the complex issues that face California. We 
serve the State and the region by developing leaders 
with strong analytical tools 
and a deep commitment 
to public service.



Overview of the Programs

• MPPA: 36 units, including 6 elective  units
– Most courses required; two electives (syllabi online)

• General expectations 
o Two years if full time, three if part time
o7-year deadline

• Full time vs. part time enrollment
o Students decide each semester for themselves

• Most classes are in the evenings, a few on weekends
• Cohort model
• Downtown campus



PPA Curriculum

Academic Core (27 units) 
• PPA 200, Introduction to Public Policy and Administration (3 units)
• PPA 205, Research in Public Policy and Administration (3 units) 
• PPA 207, Quantitative Methods (3 units) 
• PPA 210, Political Environment of Policy Making (3 units) 
• PPA 220A and PPA 220B, Applied Economic Analysis (6 units) 
• PPA 230, Public Budgeting and Finance (3 units) 
• PPA 240A and PPA 240B, Public Management and Administration (6 units) 

Electives (6 units chosen from among PPA courses and classes in other departments) 
• PPA 270, Collaborative Policy (3 units)
• PPA 272, Collaborative Governance Advanced Practice (3 units)

Culminating Experience (3 units) 
• PPA 500, Culminating Experience (3 units)





Culminating Experience

Option # Principal Product Based on Course “Artifacts” Oral PP 
Presentation

Executive
Summary 

Submitted to 
OGS

1 Applied professional public 
policy or public 

administration report

Assignment(s) from and PPA 
course(s) Yes Yes

2 Draft Article in the Style of an 
Academic Journal

An assignment from one PPA 
course that the instructor 

agrees is relevant for expansion 
to an article

Yes Yes

3 A professional portfolio that 
includes a resume and cover 

letter to your “ideal” job

Three or more revised 
assignments from PPA courses 
that demonstrate your ability 

to perform the job you are 
seeking

Yes Yes, of your 
revised 

assignments

All MPPA Students Required to Complete a Master’s Project



(1) Applied professional public policy or public administration report



(2) Draft Article in the Style of 
an Academic Journal



Cost Overview

• Expect to spend about $20,000 to $25,000 for 
your entire degree.

• If you take 6 or fewer units, you pay about 
$3,000 for that semester (as of fall 2023).

• If you take 6 or more units, you pay about 
$4,500 for that semester (as of fall 2023).

• Books, parking, and graduation fees are extra.



Faculty

Starting 

Fall 24 – New Senior Faculty Hire

Fall 25 – New Endowed Professor Hire



Eligibility Requirements

• Applicants must possess a baccalaureate degree with a minimum 
GPA of 2.75. We welcome applicants from all majors.

• Applicants need a grade of B or better in all required prerequisite 
courses before starting the program.

• MPPA Prerequisites
– Introduction to U.S. Government or Political Science
– Introduction to Microeconomics
– Recommended - Introduction to Statistics.

• GRE requirement permanently suspended.



Application Deadlines

• Fall 2023 admission cycle: Oct. 1, 2023 - March 1, 2024.
• Fall 2023 priority admission closes: Dec. 1, 2023.
• We do not have spring admissions.



Application Process

NOW
Review MPPA Instruction Sheet on the program website
Visit Cal State Apply and set up your my.csus.edu account
Prepare/confirm ALL required transcripts 
Reach out to request references
Contact Sovannra  Yos if any issues yos@csus.edu

LATER
Complete application
Request transcripts
Submit supplemental application materials (including statement of 

purpose and resume/CV)
Complete missing prerequisites 

mailto:yos@csus.edu


Why Us?

• We have 30+ years of experience that
is BOTH analytical and managerial. 

• We’re California’s capital campus!
• We are rigorous but we match that rigor with 

academic support.
• We focus on excellence in teaching.
• Faculty focus on policy and administration with 

significant breadth of experience.



Alumna



Alumna



Fall 2023 Entering Class of Masters in Public Policy and Administration (MPPA) Students 

Joel Chacon 

 

Christine Cherdboonmuang 

 

Colin Green 

 

Jason Hansen 

 

Matthew Jones 

 

Xai Lee 

 
Shoshana Levy 

 

Tahmirah Mecca 

 

Matthew Melville 

 

Timothy Nash 

 

Samantha Norgaard 

 

Ian Olson 

 
Zitlalhi Perez

 

Maddie Robbie 

 

Blanca Zarate S 

 

Monica Z Sepulveda 

 

Michael Siegel 

 

Beatrice Smith 

 

Megan Smith 

 

Jordon Sosa 

 

Shannon Swanson 

 

Luiz Torres 

 

Jennifer Tovar 

 

Zour Xiong 

 
  Jazmine Zomora 

 

Natalie Zoma 
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Questions or Comments?



Graduate Association of Students in Public Policy 
and Administration (GASPPA)

Jessica Matlock, President
Allison Kustic, Vice President
David O’Brien, Finance Director
Malluli Cuellar, Communications
Zahraa Ahmad, Academic Director

2023-2024 GASPPA Board has the following priorities:

• Ensure that all PPA students can engage with their learning community inside and 
outside the classroom. Connect PPA students across cohorts and classes and to alumni 
and the Sacramento community to build friendships and professional connections.

• Help students to feel supported and represent their interests as the Academic Director. 
Also, help hold fun events for the students.

• Facilitate communication between GASPPA and PPA students.
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