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Department of Public Policy & Administration

PPA 220B Applied Economic Analysis II

Syllabus


5

1

Instructor:	Dr. Saahir Shafi
Office Hours: Mon. 11am – 12pm, Zoom
Tues. 4:30 – 6 pm, Rm 228, 
Sac State Downtown
Email: saahir.shafi@csus.edu
Credit: 3 units
Term: Spring 2026 (1/26/26 – 5/15/26)
Day/Time: PPA 220 B-01 – Tues. 6 – 8:50 pm
		PPA 220 B-02 – Thurs. 6 – 8:50 pm
Type: Core course

I. Catalog Course Description
PPA 220B is a continuation of PPA 220A, which focused specifically on the role of government in a market-oriented economy. It emphasizes market failures, including public goods, externalities, and monopolies. Coverage here includes corrective taxes and expenditure programs. The cost-benefit analysis technique is developed and applied to various state and local government projects.

Prerequisite: PPA 220A with a B- grade or better
II. Textbooks

Required:

1. Rebooting Policy Analysis: Strengthening the Foundation, Expanding the Scope (2023), Peter Linquiti
· Note: You already purchased this for PPA 220A.
2. The Microeconomics Anti-textbook: A Critical Thinker’s Guide, 2nd Edition (2021), Rod Hill and Tony Myatt.
· Note: You already purchased this for PPA 220A.
3. A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path to More Effective Problem Solving, 3rd Edition or higher, Eugene Bardach
· Purchase here or your favorite online used bookstore (thriftbooks.com, betterworldbooks.com, abebooks.com, powells.com, etc.)
4. Load the free Grammarly proofreading tool on the laptop or desktop computer you use for this class and use it for all HW assignments.
5. You will also need a laptop or tablet loaded with EXCEL for classroom CBA exercises.

Additional materials including government reports, podcasts, videos, journal/news articles, and case studies may be provided in the course and will be made available on CANVAS. 


III. Course Format
The content of this course will be delivered in an in-person classroom format. 
Each Wednesday, I will do the following: 
·  I will post the PowerPoint slides covering the material we will be discussing in the following week’s class on CANVAS. Please review the PPT slides and any assigned readings/podcasts prior to class so that you are prepared for class discussions. 
· I will post the HW assignment for the upcoming week. Each HW assignment is due by 6pm before the start of class. 
I will email updates to you through CANVAS (delivered to your “*@csus.edu” email account, so be sure you check it regularly).
IV. Learning Objectives

This course has five key learning objectives integral to the broader set of learning objectives for the MPPA degree. These objectives are not just academic requirements but the roadmap to your success in this field.  

	PPA Learning Objective
	Application in PPA 220B

	1 a. Diagnose, map, and analyze decision-making processes, actors, and context.
	As covered in Linquiti, Chapters 12-14: (1) use systems thinking to develop a deeper appreciation of the cause and effect of a policy problem, (2) recognize that all public policies are actions taken today with the potential to change future conditions, and (3) apply inclusive, user-focused design principles to create new policy options that reflect a coherent theory about how change happens.

	1 b. Analyze systems and practices to surface systemic biases, including structural racism, that advance or impede a more just and equitable society.
	Understand that inequitable outcomes in California (and the United States) are often rooted in structural/institutional racism, and such outcomes are a public policy problem that warrants consideration in defining an equity criterion (Linquiti, Chapter 8) to evaluate the desirability of a policy alternative.

	1 c. Construct a clear problem definition with attention to client interests and varied stakeholder perspectives.
	As covered in Linquiti, Chapter 1 and Bardach, Parts 1 and 2: understand how to develop an “appropriate” public policy problem statement and frame this problem for a specific client and stakeholders.

	1 d. Identify reasonable alternatives to address problems.
	As covered in Linquiti, Chapters 1 and 14, and Bardach, Parts 1 and 2: understand how to propose “reasonable” alternatives to a public policy problem.

	1 e. Apply context-appropriate criteria to analyze and evaluate alternatives and offer solutions with attention to implementation strategies.
	As covered in Linquiti, Chapter 1 and Bardach, Parts 1 and 13, understand how to recommend the “best” alternative to deal with a public policy problem through a rational policy analysis.

	2 a.  Critically use different analytical skills, processes, and tools to address policy and administration problems.
	Understand the process of conducting rational prioritization, cost-benefit, and quality-adjusted life years (QALY) analyses; then appropriately apply these techniques in public policy analysis.

	2 d. Effectively communicate with different audiences to understand public problems and policy and administration strategies.
	Compose and deliver an effective PowerPoint presentation based on a team’s prospective policy analysis to recommend a solution to a public policy problem.


V. Course Requirements

1. Participation (30 points)

Your participation grade includes meaningful participation in class discussions, team participation in group work on prospective policy analysis, visits to my office hours, and conversations with me in and outside of class.

My expectation is that you attend all class meetings. If you miss a class meeting, and it is possible, you are welcome to participate in the meeting held on a different night in the same week. If this is not possible, please secure another student’s notes from the session, review the PPT slide deck posted for the meeting, and visit me during office hours to discuss any necessary clarifications. 

Your course participation grade will be higher through greater participation in classroom discussions, visiting my office hours, or talking during breaks or after class ends about course-relevant topics. Your course participation grade will increasingly decline with every missed weekly class meeting.

2. Weekly Homework (110 points)

There are 12 weekly homework (HW) assignments, each worth 11 points. I will drop the grades for the lowest 2 assignments.

HW assignments in this course are short, applied exercises that help you build the skills needed to complete your Prospective Policy Analysis PPT Presentation. Assignments may include brief written responses, bullet-point analyses, figures or diagrams, logic models, policy alternatives, evaluation criteria, and preparation for in-class discussions, panels, or debates.

Homework must be submitted by the deadline* and accompanied by class attendance** to receive credit. One revised submission may be submitted by the following evening. Work completed in homework assignments will be reused and refined for your group’s final policy analysis presentation, so keeping up with assignments is essential.

*You must turn in your HW to CANVAS by 6 pm on the day of the class session that it is due. You will have until 6 pm the following day to turn in a revision for an improved grade.

**You may only turn HW in for a grade if you attend class during the week when the HW is due.

3. Culminating Presentation – Prospective Policy Analysis (60 points)

In this assignment, students will work in groups to develop and deliver a Prospective Policy Analysis Presentation for a panel of clients. Drawing on Bardach’s Eightfold Path, course readings, and class discussions, your group will define a policy problem, analyze three distinct policy alternatives, and make a justified recommendation supported by evidence, structured analysis, and clear storytelling.

The presentation is designed to simulate professional policy analysis practice. Each group member will assume a specific role (e.g., Project Manager, Stakeholder Representative, Policy Analyst) and present a designated portion of the analysis. The full presentation culminates in a recommendation to the selected clients and a facilitated stakeholder panel discussion.

Your presentation will be evaluated using the Prospective Policy Analysis PPT Rubric (see CANVAS for details), which specifies required content and presentation standards for each portion of the assignment.

4. Extra Credit Opportunities

Students may earn extra-credit by attending a seminar live (i.e., Pints & Policy Discussions) or by Zoom, writing a paragraph reaction, and submitting it by email to saahir.shafi@csus.edu. A maximum of three extra credits is allowed, and each will raise a HW grade by one increment (e.g., B+ to an A-). I will send you these opportunities by email.

Notes: Detailed instructions and grading rubrics for the assignments are available on CANVAS. 

VI. Course Schedule

	Week
	Topic
	Readings/Exercises
	Deliverables 
(Due before class)

	1
	Introduction and Course Review

Getting Started on Your Prospective Policy Analysis
	Review Course Syllabus

Linquiti, Ch 7, The Mindset of an Effective Policy Analyst

Linquiti, Ch 1, Prospective Policy Analysis

Bardach, Part I, The 8-Fold Path, Step 1
	HW 1

	2
	Framing Your Prospective Policy Analysis
	Bardach, Part I, The 8-Fold Path, Step 2

Linquiti, Ch 6, Collecting & Evaluating Evidence for Use in Policy Analysis

Bardach, Part II, Assembling Evidence

Linquiti, Ch 15, Having an Impact While Preserving Your Integrity
	Identify Group Project Manager

HW 2

	3
	California Affordable Housing Public Policy Problem Background
	Reports
· Cal Matters: Affordable Housing
· Q&A with Ann Owens: Why California struggles with affordable housing
· Causes - Housing California
· 7 Creative Solutions to Affordable Housing in California
· Affordable Housing Info Reports
· Roadmap Home 2030 – Powered by Housing CA
· CA Housing and Community Development Reports
· Liam Dillon: LA Times Housing Reporter
· PPIC: Housing
Podcasts
· Katherine Levine Einstein on Neighborhood Defenders
· Why Housing is So Expensive
· Freakonomics: Why Are Cities (Still) So Expensive?
· Cal Matters: Gimme Shelter
· Democrats: Pay Attention to What’s Happening in CA
Videos
· Real Estate Expert Answers US Housing Crisis Questions
· California Home Prices Are Soaring. Here's Why
· How the Cost of Housing Became So Crushing
· Hearing on Creating Affordable Housing: The State and Local Relationship
	HW 3

	4
	California Preparation for Climate Change Public Policy Problem Background
	Reports
· Cal Matters: Climate Change
· CA’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment      Fifth
· LAO: Climate Change Impacts
· FAQ: Climate Change in CA
Podcasts
· Robert Pindyck on Averting and Adapting to Climate Change
· Freakonomics: How Will We Handle the Heat?
· Climate Fix: What Does Climate Change Mean for California’s Extreme Weather?
· California Adopts to Climate Change 
Videos
· Resilience Roundtable: Discussing California’s Updated Climate Adaptation Strategy
· Evaluating Sea Level Rise Adaptation Planning in California
· PPIC: Is CA Ready for Climate Change
	HW 4

	5
	California Health Care Costs Public Policy Problem Background
	Reports
· Cal Matters: Health Care
· CA Budget & Policy Center: Health & Safety Net
· LAO: Analysis of CA Single-Payer Health Care System
· Controlling CA Health Care Costs
Podcasts
· Universal Health Care Should be the Fed (CA) Govt’s Responsibility
· Vivian Lee on the Long Fix
· Marty Makary on the Price We Pay
· Freakonomics: How to Fix the Hot Mess of U.S. Healthcare?
Videos
· PPIC: Health Conditions and Health Care among California’s Undocumented Immigrants
· CA Lawmaker’s New Plan to Reduce Healthcare Costs
	Identify Clients

HW 5

	6
	Logically Approaching Your Policy Problem as Arising Within a “System”
	Linquiti, Ch 5.1 (only), Using Logic to Identify Truths

Linquiti, Ch 12, System Thinking in Policy Analysis

Public Finance and Racism (@ CANVAS)
	Identify Clients

HW 6

	7
	
Approaching Your Policy Analysis from a “Design Thinking” Perspective

	Bardach, Part I, The 8-Fold Path, Steps 3-4

Bardach, Appendix B, Things Governments Do

Linquiti, Ch 14, Designing and Redesigning Public Policies
	HW 7

	8
	
Approaching Your Policy Analysis as a “Futuristic” Vision

	Bardach, Part I, The 8-Fold Path, Steps 5-8

Bardach, Part III, Smart Best Practices

Linquiti, Ch 13, Policy Analysis to Visualize the Future
	HW 8

	9
	Spring Break (March 23 – 27, 2026)

	10
	Understanding and Starting a Cost-Benefit Analysis
	· Cost-Benefit Analysis: Examples, Benefits, and How to Conduct One
· CBA: A Comprehensive Guide
· Lisa Robinson on CBA
· Intro to Cost-Benefit Analysis 
· Valuing the Future 
· Cost-Benefit Discounting
	HW 9

	11
	Completing and Evaluating a Cost-Benefit Analysis
	· Contingent Valuation Method in Cost-Benefit Analysis
· Valuation of Ecosystem: Travel Cost Method
· Valuation of Ecosystem Services: Hedonic Pricing Method
· CBA: Value of Statistical Life
· WA State Institute for Public Policy Benefit-Cost Results
· Using economic evaluation to inform policy: an example from Washington State
· CA High-Speed Rail Authority 2023 CBA
· Economic Impact of CA High-Speed Rail
· California High-Speed Rail Sparks Billions in Economic Benefit
· Some Rare Good News About California's High-Speed Rail
	HW 10

	12
	
Forms of Cost-Benefit Analysis Applied to Public Policy Problem Topics
	California Affordable Housing
· Affordable Housing Cost Study
· Technical Appendix to The Cost of Affordable Housing
· The Costs and Benefits of Affordable Housing
     California Preparation for Climate Change
· Freakonomics: Fixing the World, Bang-for-the-Buck Edition
· Copenhagen Consensus Center
     California Healthcare Costs
· What is QALY?
· Are QALYs #ableist?
· Pushing Against the QALY Criticism in Drug Pricing
· Patient Economics: How to Measure the Value of Care
· Persad, G. (2021). Priority setting, cost-effectiveness, and the Affordable Care Act. American Journal of Law & Medicine, 41(1), 119-166. https://doi.org/10.1177/0098858815591511
· Sawhney, T. G., Dobes, A., & O'Charoen, S. (2023). QALYs: The Math Doesn’t Work. Journal of Health Economics and Outcomes Research, 10(2), 10-13. https://doi.org/10.36469/001c.83387
· Neumann, P. J., Cohen, J. T., & Weinstein, M. C. (2014). Updating cost-effectiveness — the curious resilience of the $50,000-per-QALY threshold. New England Journal of Medicine, 371(9), 796-797. https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1405158
· Feng, X., Kim, D. D., Cohen, J. T., Neumann, P. J., & Ollendorf, D. A. (2020). Using QALYs versus DALYs to measure cost-effectiveness: How much does it matter? International Journal of Technology Assessment in Health Care, 36(2), 96-103. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266462320000124
	HW 11

	13
	
Is a Just Society Too Expensive?

	· Hill & Myatt, Ch 9, Govt, Taxation, and the (Re)distribution of Income
· Hill & Myatt, Ch 11, Conclusion
	HW 12

	14
	Policy Presentation 1
	Policy Presentation Example Videos: https://www.youtube.com/@GASPPA/videos 

Policy Presentation 1:
· 6:00-6:25: 	Student 1 Introduction to Policy Issue
· 6:25-6:50:	Student 2 Alternative Presentation
· 6:50-7:15:	Student 3 Alternative Presentation
· 7:15-7:40:         Student 4 Alternative Presentation
· 7:40-8:00	Student 5 (Project Manager) Conclusion
· 8:00-8:05:         Break
· 8:05-9:00:	Stakeholder Panel Discussion
	

	15
	Policy Presentation 2
	Policy Presentation 2:
· 6:00-6:25: 	Student 1 Introduction to Policy Issue
· 6:25-6:50:	Student 2 Alternative Presentation
· 6:50-7:15:	Student 3 Alternative Presentation
· 7:15-7:40:         Student 4 Alternative Presentation
· 7:40-8:00	Student 5 (Project Manager) Conclusion
· 8:00-8:05:         Break
· 8:05-9:00:	Stakeholder Panel Discussion
	Policy Presentation 1 PPT Due on Canvas

	16
	Policy Presentation 3
	Policy Presentation 3:
· 6:00-6:25: 	Student 1 Introduction to Policy Issue
· 6:25-6:50:	Student 2 Alternative Presentation
· 6:50-7:15:	Student 3 Alternative Presentation
· 7:15-7:40:         Student 4 Alternative Presentation
· 7:40-8:00	Student 5 (Project Manager) Conclusion
· 8:00-8:05:         Break
· 8:05-9:00:	Stakeholder Panel Discussion
	Policy Presentation 2 PPT Due on Canvas

	Finals Week
	No Class
	
	
Policy Presentation 3 PPT Due on Canvas



Note: Please refer to the course website for specific due dates.

VII. Grading Scale

Each component of your final grade will receive the following weight:

	Assignment
	Points
	Percentage

	Participation
	30
	15%

	Weekly Homework (10 x 5.5 points)
	110
	55%

	Prospective Policy Analysis PPT Presentation
	60
	30%

	Grand Total
	200
	100%



The grading scale for the class is: 

	Percentage
	Letter Grade

	100-94
	A

	93-89
	A-

	88-85
	B+

	84-81
	B

	80-77
	B-

	76-73
	C+

	72-69
	C

	68-65
	C-

	64-61
	D

	<61
	F



VIII. Communication

I strive to provide students with timely feedback. Most assignments will be graded within one week after their due dates. Please understand that grading for more complex assignments may take up to two weeks depending on the class size. I welcome questions and suggestions from the students. The most efficient way to reach me is through email – saahir.shafi@csus.edu. I will respond as soon as I can (usually within 48 business hours). I also welcome students to schedule one-on-one or group Zoom meetings with me. 

To ensure effective email communications, please include the course and session number “PPA220B-01 or PPA220B-02” in the email subject line. Also, pay attention to appropriate email etiquette, such as opening your email with a greeting, signing off with your full name, and using standard spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. To protect your FERPA rights, I will not be able to respond to emails sent from your personal email accounts (i.e., non-csus.edu). 

Students are responsible for checking their university emails regularly as the instructor may communicate with students regarding class matters via CANVAS. Maintaining effective communication with your instructors is an important first step to your success in the program.

IX. AI Policy

You are permitted to use AI tools in this class. However, the work you submit must be authored by you. Using generative AI can hinder understanding of interdependent skills crucial for success in this course.

You may use AI tools to augment your understanding and generate ideas, however – please ensure your final work reflects your own analysis and originality.

In this course, you are permitted to use generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT, Google Gemini, Microsoft CoPilot, etc.) for the following activities ONLY:

· Brainstorming ideas
· Checking grammar
· Getting feedback on your writing
If you’re unsure about the appropriate use of AI for assignments, please contact me. Attempting to pass off AI-generated work as your own or using AI without proper citation will not be policed in this class, but please understand that using an AI tool to generate output will only be capping your own growth and potential for professional success.
X. Other Course Policies and Expectations

1. Academic Integrity and Plagiarism
When you write for this course or any course at Sacramento State, you must be aware of plagiarism and how its practice can become grounds for dismissal from the university. Details are here. The following is also helpful:
Plagiarism is a form of cheating. At Sacramento State, plagiarism uses distinctive ideas or works belonging to another person without adequately acknowledging that person’s contribution. Regardless of the means of appropriation, incorporating another’s work into one’s own requires adequate identification and acknowledgment. Plagiarism is doubly unethical because it deprives the author of proper credit and gives credit to someone who has not earned it. Acknowledgment is not necessary when the material used is common knowledge.  
Plagiarism at Sacramento State includes but is not limited to the following. The act of incorporating into one’s work the ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs, or parts thereof, or the specific substance of another’s work without giving appropriate credit, thereby representing the product as entirely one’s own. Examples include not only word-for-word copying but also the “mosaic” (i.e., interspersing a few of one’s own words while copying another’s work), the paraphrase (i.e., rewriting another’s work while still using the other’s fundamental idea or theory); fabrication (i.e., inventing or counterfeiting sources), ghost-writing (i.e., submitting another’s work as one’s own) and failure to include quotation marks on material that is otherwise acknowledged.
2. Student Services Information
Services to Students with Disability (SSWD)
"Sacramento State is committed to ensuring an accessible learning environment where all students and faculty use the course or instructional content.  If you believe you require disability-related academic adjustments for this class, please immediately contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSWD) to discuss eligibility.  A current accommodation letter from SSWD is required before any modifications, above and beyond what is otherwise available for all other students in this class, will be provided."

Student Health and Counseling Services
"Your physical and mental health is important to your success as a college student.  Student Health and Counseling Services (SHCS) in The WELL offers medical, counseling, and wellness services to help you get and stay healthy at Sac State.  SHCS offers Primary Care medical services, including sexual and reproductive healthcare, transgender care, and immunizations; urgent care for acute illness, injuries, and urgent counseling needs; pharmacy for prescriptions and over-the-counter products; mental health counseling, including individual sessions, group counseling, support groups, mindfulness training, and peer counseling; athletic training for sports injury rehabilitation; wellness services, including nutrition counseling, peer-led health education, and wellness workshops, and free safer sex supplies; violence and sexual assault support services.  The Health Services fee covers most services and is available at no additional cost."

Crisis Assistance & Resource Education Support (CARES)
"If you are experiencing challenges with food, housing, financial, or other unique circumstances impacting your education, help is just a phone call or email away.  The CARES office provides case management support for any enrolled student.

Drop and Withdrawal Policy

University Grading Policy 

University Academic Advising

Information Resources and Technology

Support Centers and Programs

Reading & Writing Center

Student Rights and Responsibilities 
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