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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

RS President Deborah Seiler 2022-2023



INTRODUCTION
Renaissance Society of Sacramento 

Fiscal Year 2021-2022

Renaissance Celebrates University Leadership:  Past and Present

When several of us went to meet the newly arrived President Nelsen, we told him we were grateful   
 for being on campus and we endeavored to be good, respectful guests. President Nelsen responded,   
 saying “You are not guests. You are members of the Hornet Family.”

Califonia State University, Sacramento  
President Robert S. Nelsen

Donald R. Gerth (1928-2021)



CONTENTS

 Message from the President....................................................................................1

 Introduction............................................................................................................2

 Seminars, Lectures, and Shared Interest Groups...................................................4

 Educational Partnerships with Sacramento State..................................................6

 Renaissance Continues its Tradition of Philanthropy..........................................10

 Our Gratitude........................................................................................................13

 Social Activities Resume.......................................................................................14

 Membership and Diversity....................................................................................16

 Finances.................................................................................................................17



SEMINARS, LECTURES, AND SHARED INTEREST GROUPS

Fall Semester remained on Zoom 

Spring Semester Saw a Slow Return to Campus 



Summer Series Brings Members Back to Campus

RS members having fun on an Arboretum Tour 

Photo by Roberta Gleeson   

RS members gather for a brown bag lunch in the River 
Front courtyard. Featured L to R: Elly  omas, Beth Mann, 
Chris Budwine, Ivy Hendy 

Photo by Jeff  Hendy

RS members enjoy Qi Gong before their morning presentation
Photo by Jeff  Hendy



EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS WITH SACRAMENTO STATE

Students, Faculty, and Renaissance Society 
Members Connect

RS member Sue McGinty with Jody Nelsen, wife of Pres-
ident Nelsen, and VP for University Advancement Lisa 
Cardoza celebrate the successful On the Rise campaign.
   Photo by Deborah Seiler

RS JOINS SAC STATE FOR LOBBY DAY



GERONTOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Mentor Hours Reached a New Record

Dear Members of the Renaissance Society, I would like to tell you how grateful I am for your decision to 
off er your generous ĕ nancial support to reimburse the Gerontology students for their attendance of the 
GSA/AGHE Conference. As a ĕ rst-generation college student, at the age of 48, your gi  was the catalyst 
to introduce me to a group of scholars that I endeavor to work for or with upon graduation. My scope of 
career focus has been broadened as a direct result of participating in key presentations during the con-
ference. Without your support, I would not have been able to consider investing in the conferences at this 
time. My career aspirations are to work as a Hospice RN, and possibly a Gerontology advocate in the 
future.  ank you again for your benevolent foresight and generous contribution.

“ e affi  liation between the Gerontology Department and the Renaissance Society allows students to gain 
an enhanced view of aging, not only from a physical health perspective, but also from a larger holistic 
perspective wherein students see the gi s, talents, and abilities of older adults who are living life to its 
fullest and continuing to create change in the world. In short – the RS volunteers help change perceptions 

and attitudes about what it means to age.”



PHYSICAL THERAPY  

 “I enjoyed working with the PT students so much.  e pair I worked with were a bit tentative,   
 reminding me of my early days working with patients as an RN. I was glad to provide them with  
 some practice working with real people in addition to their didactic learning.  e program was  
 informative and reminded me how important it is to maintain our physical strength as we age.   
 We’ve got to ‘use it or lose it.’”

“It was great to be reminded of why I 
want to be a PT with all of the amazing 
people today.”

“Students were well prepared and conĕ -
dent to be able to test clients and devel-
op prescriptions for the clients to reach 
their goals.”

PSYCHOLOGY

 “I hope to stay connected with the Renaissance Society in some way.    
 I’ve really enjoyed the group and know how much my students have  
 appreciated connecting with your members.”

Dr. Rachel A. August



BUSINESS SCHOOL

“I can speak for the team in that we all enjoyed learning about the Renaissance Society. We are   
 glad to have been given the opportunity to provide insight on how to grow your organization’s social   
 media awareness.”

THEATER DEPARTMENT 
Spring Production of Hamlet

Hamlet photos Courtesy of Sac State  eater Department



RENAISSANCE CONTINUES ITS TRADITION OF 
PHILANTHROPY

CLASSICAL MUSIC CLASS FUND FOR MUSIC STUDENTS

RS leaders Bob Seyfried and Mae-
stro Leo Eylar with music students

RS Board Members at the  ank You Card Signing Party (from le ): 
Deborah Seiler, Ken Cross, Nancy Findeisen, Allan Keown, Michele 
Finerty, and Laurye Brownĕ eld

Photo by Jim Hodges



STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

SETH NELSEN STUDENT EMERGENCY FUND

“During the past two years I’ve completed the prerequisites for a degree in Registered Nursing, while 
also working as a caregiver at the Commons at Elk Grove Senior Living.  ere I’ve specialized in mem-
ory care for patients with Alzheimer’s and advanced dementia.  e RS Scholarship will enable me to 
complete my degree while continuing to serve as a caregiver at the same time.”

Scholarship Recipients. Top (from le ): Alyssa Lee, Kyle Nguyen. Middle: Mohammad Om-
ari, Quenton Pham, Liliana Serrano. Bottom: Jasmine Vargas, Christina Zumalt



ASI FOOD PANTRY
RS Takes the Golden Plate Award

“Hello donors of my 
 anksgiving Food Bas-
ket, I just wanted to take 
this time to let you know 
how much my family and 
I appreciate your generous 
gi .  is year has been 
one of the hardest for us 
ĕ nancially.  erefore, I ĕ nd 
myself worrying a lot more 
about how we are going to 
get money for our bills and 
necessities.  is donation 
has eased some of my wor-
ries and greatly helped us 
make this year’s  anksgiv-
ing dinner possible.  ank 
you.” 

    

RS Board Members Ken Cross, Allan Keown, and Deborah Seiler receiving the award from 
Wil Chen



OUR GRATITUDE

RS Cherishes the Support it Receives from Sac State

Dean Dianne Hyson



SOCIAL ACTIVITIES RESUME
Members Enjoy a Bus Trip to the Symphony

Carl Sweet and Susan Blacksher enjoy the trip to San 
Mateo

Photo by Deborah Seiler

California Youth Symphony conducted by Maestro Leo Eylar
Photo courtesty of Cynthia Hearden

Photo by Deborah Seiler



Cinco de Mayo Party

Free Music Circus Tickets

 And I just wanted to let you know how much I appreciated being  
 able to see such a marvelous performance. It was the most exciting  
 night out for me since the pandemic and I needed it badly.  e play  
 was truly magical and thank you so much for making it possible!

Yolanda & Lorenzo Cuesta enjoy 
intermission at Kiss Me, Kate with 
Joy Skalbeck looking on

Photo by Deborah Seiler

 e company of Kiss Me, Kate produced by Broadway At 
Music Circus at the UC Davis Health Pavilion 
    Photo by Kevin Gra 

Mariachi Band 
Photo by Roberta Gleeson

Delores Delgado-Campbell
Photo by Roberta Gleeson



MEMBERSHIP, 
DIVERSITY & 
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT (MDCE)

RS Awards the Center for Race, Immigration and Social Justice its Diversity and 
Inclusion Award for 2022  

“ e earliest data we have about the ethnicity of our students is from 1977, 
when just 3.4% of our students identiĕ ed as Hispanic/Latino. By 1997, that 
number had grown to 12.5%. It wasn’t until 2013 that our undergraduate 
enrollment of Hispanic students reached 25%, earning us the designation as 
a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI).  is year, 36.6% of our students report 
that they are Hispanic/Latinx, making this the largest population of students 
on our campus.”

On Wednesday, October 28, 2021, Renais-
sance Society Ambassadors, Marian Kile 
and Loretta Burdeaux, attended the Brucev-
ille Point Health Fair in Elk Grove

Photo by Roberta Gleeson

Members Kevin Bray and Deb-
bie Martinez provide informa-
tion about Renaissance during 
the Mission Oaks senior health 
fair event

Photo by Deborah Seiler

Dr. Manual Barajas



FINANCES
A Successful Transition
Careful ĕ nancial operations ensure RS remains successful 

Renaissance adopts a conservative 
plan for expenditures 

FINANCIAL CONDITION

 e chart below presents revenues for the past four years. Revenues have de-
creased signiĕ cantly in the past two years due to program changes necessitated 
by Covid; however, they have started to stabilize and recover.

 e chart below presents the planned and actual ĕ nancial results of RS in Fis-
cal Year 2021-22. It demonstrates that revenues were higher than expected and 
expenditures were less than expected.  is changed the outcome for the year 
from a planned deĕ cit to a surplus.




