RENAISSANCE SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Minutes of Zoom Meeting
Monday, April 6, 2026, 10:00am
	Officers
	Present
	Members at Large
	Present

	President, Deanna Hanson
	X
	Richard Atkinson
	X

	Vice President, Jackie Lamb 
	X
	Kevin Collins
	X

	Secretary Susan Brackenhoff
	X
	Marian Sheppard
	X

	Controller, Dave Ferguson
	X
	Janet Heath
	X

	Asst. Controller, Thom Gilbert
	X
	Mahnaz Khazari
	X

	Past President, Deborah Seiler
	X
	Bob Silva
	X


  
	Committee Chairs
	Present
	
	Present

	Communications & Marketing: Richard Atkinson
	X
	Program Chair: Jackie Lamb  
	X

	Finance & Administration: Dave Ferguson
Asst. Controller Thom Gilbert
	X

X
	Resource Development Chair: Mike Pidd
	X

	Forum Chair:  Barbara Ray
	
	Scholarship Chair: Sue McGinty
	X

	Volunteer Services Chair:  Carol Barake
	X
	Nominating Chair:  
Norv Wellsfry
	X

	Membership Co-Chairs: Susan Wheeler, Michael Blixt
	X
	Tech Co-Chairs Kevin Collins, Tom Nelson
	X
x



	Liaisons/Guests
	Present
	
	Present

	Dr. David Lang, Liaison
	
	
	

	Weekly Update/Constant Contact: Hollis Kulwin, Teri Stone, Loretta Burdeaux
	
x
	Website: Teri Stone
Facebook: Kathy Hart
	X
x

	Recorder, Carolyn Monson
	x
	Office Manager: Amber Korb
	x

	Senior Clerk, Program/Catalog Coordinator:  Lorene Sarne
	x
	Clerk:  Sandy Ward
	

	
	
	
	



· Call to Order - President Deanna Hanson called the zoom meeting to order at 10:02 am. 
· Approval of March 2, 2026, minutes - Motion to approve the March 2, 2026, minutes was made by Jackie and seconded by Deborah. Motion carried.
· President’s Welcome – Deanna reported that Dr. David Lang, newly appointed SSIS liaison to RS, has been stellar for attending various meetings on campus and has become a major advocate for RS.  
· Sac State Update - Dr. David Lang, SSIS Liaison - not in attendance

· Reports
Secretary - Susan Brackenhoff reported the passing of Michele Finerty, a former RS Board member and Forum Chair.  Michele was a committed member of the American Association of Law Libraries. Condolences were sent to her brother James Finnerty.
Controller – Dave Ferguson - RS is doing well financially with revenues of $238,000 and expenditures of $120,000, leaving a cash balance of nearly $300,000.  Dave will be sending out RFPs for the catalog. and discussed pending budget submissions from committees. 
Past President – Deborah Seiler - President Wood’s presentations - Deanna expressed a sincere thank you to Deborah for scheduling Dr. Wood’s Friday afternoon sessions.  He was open to answering all questions and seemed to enjoy the experience. Deborah reported that the president expressed interest in continuing the presentations in the future, and in attending the annual meeting.
Office Manager – Amber Korb- Amber announced that she sent out instructions for submitting events to the website calendar, which she can edit and publish. 

Committee Reports by Committee Chairs and discussion: 
· Program – Jackie Lamb discussed the upcoming Program Leaders Workshop, emphasizing the need for better presentation skills among leaders. “How can we make better presentations?” is the theme. An upcoming summer program committee meeting will determine which summer programs should be open to the public. A new Program Leaders Guide is being designed. Saturday programs are being considered. 
· Technology – Tom Nelson/Kevin Collins Kevin reported that a new payment system needs to be implemented by September, with PayPal being a potential option, though concerns were raised about potential issues with PayPal. The group agreed to form a task force to address the payment system transition. Kevin will coordinate the effort and invite relevant stakeholders including Steve Grondin (CCE), Dave Ferguson, Deanna, Amber, possibly David Lang, and UEI representatives.
· Scholarship – Sue McGinty Sue provided an update on scholarship awards. The top 7 recipients have been selected and received notifications. A consent response to use the student’s name is due on April 17th. Susan W inquired about availability of student information for scholarship recipients. Sue explained that, unlike past years, personal information is not available to the scholarship committee. The new concern about privacy restrictions prevents sharing specific details without student consent.  Consent is not guaranteed.  A luncheon to honor the recipients is planned for May 7th at noon at Engrained. 
· Forum – Barbara Ray - Her monthly report indicated that the Fall Forum schedule is complete.
· Resource Development – Mike Pidd - see monthly report
· Communications & Marketing – Rick Atkinson thanked Teri Stone for her work as the new web wizard.  Rick’s monthly report displays the new RS banner.  Still no back up writer for Weekly Update. Our current writer does an excellent job and works two weeks in advance when needed. 
· Nominating – Norv Wellsfry, Deborah Seiler and Ken Cross served on this committee. Norv presented the following slate of officers for 2026-2027: Jackie Lamb as president, Janet Heath as secretary, and Mike Blixt, Mahnaz Khazari, Carol Stanford, and Anne Rewell as members at large. The Vice President position remains open.  Marian made the motion, seconded by Mike to approve this slate of officers.  Motion carried.
· Volunteer Services – Carol Barake asked for volunteers for ASI 10th anniversary event on Sept 14th.  She shared news about significant changes to funding for the ASI Food Pantry, which will lose its portion of funds from the University's Office of the President starting next year. The pantry currently serves about 3,700 students and is expected to see a 20% increase in demand next year. While the pantry will lose approximately $350,000 in funding, it plans to make up the difference through reserves, College Corps program funding, and expanded food donation partnerships. The group agreed to continue supporting both the ASI Food Pantry and the Basic Needs Resource Center during this transition period. Carol announced that the food pantry will continue operations despite changes.  Volunteers are needed for the upcoming theater production of Pippin. Pamela O'Brien will take over as chair of the Volunteer Services Committee, replacing Carol in this role.
· Membership – Susan Wheeler/Mike Blixt The membership committee discussed challenges with new member registration and the need for raffle prizes for the tabling events. Susan W noted the lack of available Renaissance-branded marketing materials.  A RS banner for membership tabling will be ordered.  Marian suggested revisions to modernize the look and feel.  Deanna asked Susan W to put on hold discussions about using American River College space, since other options including Eskaton and Carmichael locations are already being explored. Susan W will be including demographic reports from the membership committee in future reports. Marian suggested that community college locations could help reach more students and improve south area participation. Zip code data from members could identify weak membership areas. 
· Finance and Administration Budget Discussion – Dave Ferguson 

· New Business
· Feedback from campus meetings- Deanna has been meeting with Deans and departments on campus explaining the role of RS. Many have not heard about our long-time link with Gerontology and the mentor program. This has created some interest in mentors or tutors.
· Volunteer Opportunities – Horticulture department may have volunteer opportunities.
· Special funds committee update - Deborah, Deanna, Susan W, Jackie – are exploring strategies to use the $30,000 for an event ensuring that the topics of women, voting rights and democracy are highlighted. 
· Progress on MOU - Deanna discussed the progress on updating the MOU with Sac State, exploring three potential approaches.  The meetings have focused on critical issues and potential changes to the MOU between Renaissance and Sac State.  She emailed her notes to the Board explaining the various plans. The group discussed different autonomy models and debated the potential impact of integrating with Sac State's College of Continuing Education. Another idea was to integrate our classes with the campus curriculum.  Deanna explained that new university restrictions require a more comprehensive agreement due to changes in campus protocols and Chancellor's Office requirements over the past five years. The team is scheduled to meet with Sam Blackburn from the Community Engagement Center to discuss center operations and autonomy, with particular focus on maintaining staff flexibility and ensuring space usage is properly tracked for campus credit.  Deanna emphasized the need to compile a list of non-negotiable items that would either make or break the relationship and asked for input from all members. Key concerns included maintaining curriculum control, program leader qualifications, and the ability to contribute to philanthropic efforts like the food pantry and scholarships. Deanna requested feedback from all members on the list of critical issues before sending it back to the university by the end of the week.  We have an incredible staff and want to keep all three of them. 
· Progress on 40th anniversary celebration – A very nice dinner will be held at the Alumni Center on September 12th catered by Engrained.
· Committee Chair positions for 2026/27- the majority of committee chairs are covered.

· Key Dates
· First Friday Pizza, April 3, 2026
· Blues on the Green, Friday April 17, 4:00, (between Library & Capistrano Hall)
· Executive Committee Meeting, April 27, 3:00 PM Zoom

 Adjourn
Next Board of Directors Meeting:   Monday, May 4, 2026, 10:00 AM, CLARA Auditorium
                      Mike Agron will be presenting data at the next meeting so prepare to stay longer.  Jackie made a motion
                      to adjourn, seconded by Deborah at 12:07 pm.  Motion carried.
