RENAISSANCE SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Minutes
Monday, February 2, 2026, 10:00 am
Clara Studios, 2420 N Street, Auditorium/ Zoom https://csus.zoom.us/j/84630713695

	Officers
	Present
	Members at Large
	Present

	President, Deanna Hanson
	X
	Richard Atkinson
	X

	Vice President, Jackie Lamb 
	X
	Kevin Collins
	X

	Secretary Susan Brackenhoff
	N
	Marian Sheppard
	X

	Controller, Dave Ferguson
	X
	Janet Heath
	X

	Asst. Controller, Thom Gilbert
	X
	Mahnaz Khazari
	X

	Past President, Deborah Seiler
	X
	Bob Silva
	X


  
	Committee Chairs
	Present
	
	Present

	Communications & Marketing: Richard Atkinson
	X
	Program Chair: Jackie Lamb  
	X

	Finance & Administration: Dave Ferguson
Asst. Controller Thom Gilbert
	X

X
	Resource Development Chair: Mike Pidd
	Zoom

	Forum Chair:  Barbara Ray
	X
	Scholarship Chair: Sue McGinty
	X

	Volunteer Services Chair:  Carol Barake
	X
	Nominating Chair:  
Norv Wellsfry
	X

	Membership Chair: Susan Wheeler
	X
	Tech Co-Chairs Kevin Collins, Tom Nelson
	X
N



	Liaisons/Guests
	Present
	
	Present

	Dr. David Lang, Liaison
	N
	
	

	Weekly Update/Constant Contact: Hollis Kulwin, Teri Stone, Loretta Burdeaux
	Zoom  
	Website: Jennifer Kerr
Facebook: Kathy Hart
	N
N

	Recorder, Carolyn Monson
	X
	Office Manager: Amber Korb
	X

	Senior Clerk, Program/Catalog Coordinator:  Lorene Sarne
	X
	Clerk:  Sandy Ward
	N

	
	
	
	



· Call to Order at 10:02
· Approval of January 5, 2025, minutes – Jackie Lamb moved and Deborah Seiler seconded approval.  A unanimous vote approved.
· President’s Welcome 
· Update on board members’ health – Reported Mike Pidd is recuperating well and unfortunately, Susan Brackenhoff was hospitalized for several days last week with pneumonia.  She is now home and resting well.
· Space Management Issues – This past week, Deanna received a call from Margaret Hwang, Chief of Operations in the office of Vice President, Administration & Finance.  Because of the increased student enrollment and more impacted classes, their need for large classrooms on Friday mornings is greater.  Mendocino 1003 where Michael Agron’s class was scheduled was needed for their students.  Lorene and Mike were involved in this decision and Margaret was able to get a classroom in Folsom Hall as well as an overflow room across the hall.  This was worked out but there were three different Sac State classes looking for larger rooms on Fridays.  This issue will likely become even greater for the Fall semester.  We are looking for classroom space both on and off campus for Fall.  We will keep you posted.
· Sac State Update, Deanna Hanson
· Dr. David Lang, SSIS - New Liaison – Dr. Lang was unable to join us for this meeting.  Deanna and Jackie are meeting with him Monday, February 9th in his office.
· Information from President Wood’s address on 1/22 as well as other announcements during this past week were discussed.  This has been widely covered in the press and is good news for the future for both Sac State and the City of Sacramento.  It hopefully can result in more classroom availability for RS
· Meetings held with Dean Francis, Arts & Letters; Brian DiSarro, Poly Sci 1/20; Tristan Josephson, Women’s and Gender Studies, Shane Nordyke, Public Policy 1/23; Dr. Kim Nalder, Poly Sci Professor and Exec. Director of CalSpeaks Opinion Research; Rebekah Rabiroff, Director of Development – University Advancement 1/28, Margaret Hwang, Chief of Operations 1/29.  In part these meetings are related to Deanna’s interest in meeting with various Deans on campus to ensure they have information about what Renaissance brings to the campus
· CCE team meeting with Jenni Murphy and Deb Hunt is scheduled for 2/2.  Jackie, Thom, Dave, Amber, and Deanna will attend to further discuss the feasibility of Renaissance becoming more closely associated with the College of Continuing Education.  This can affect our fiscal sponsorship, space availability, tech needs and other relationships for the future.
· Deanna, Thom and Dave will meet Michael Reza, VP of Advancement, on 2/16.  Rebekah Rabiroff, Director of Development, who has been our liaison with Advancement has resigned effective 2/13.  Rebekah indicated Erika Kobbe would be her replacement until a permanent is determined.
· Reports
Secretary - Susan Brackenhoff - No report
Controller – Dave Ferguson, Thom Gilbert (See financial report as mailed).  We are in a solid position ahead of projections for 2025/26.  There was discussion about whether we can/should complete funding for the fifth endowment or keep a (the current reserve).  Dave favors being conservative and others thinking we should move the funds.  This will be a topic of discussion with the Advancement office when we meet with Michael Reza with more discussion and possible decision made in March.  We want Mike Pidd’s input on this topic as well.
Office Manager - Amber Korb – We have been assigned space outside of Eureka Hall for new member questions on Friday, 2/6.  Open house ran very smoothly.  In Q2 we had $25,365 in scholarship donations from 80 members, and so far in Q3 we've had an additional $200 from 3 members.  For comparison's sake, in 24/25 Q2 we had $23,680 from 162 members (a lot more donated as couples last year).  Our scholarship total for the year so far is $25,765. 
Give Something Extra total so far is $22,600, plus $650 for member tuition assistance. 
Grand total: $49,015
Decisions and Discussion (see below – New & Urgent Business)
· Committee Reports by Committee Chairs and discussion: 
· Communications and Marketing Services – Rick Atkinson - We desperately need writers as backup for the Weekly Update and the Recorder as well as communication to external publications.  Rick is recruiting.
· Technology – Tom Nelson/Kevin Collins – Tech host training was completed.  More tech hosts are needed on Fridays 
· Scholarship – Sue McGinty – Laurye Brownfield is taking a leave of absence because of family medical issues.  The committee met and approved the plan and updated rubric for scholarships.  See Report which includes their Mission Statement.
· Resource Development – Mike Pidd – Mike submitted a very thorough written report of the overall work of the committee.  He plans to hold his monthly meeting on 2/10.
· Program – Jackie Lamb - The committee is looking for space to hold more events such as the Peter, Paul and Mary Tribute concert which was an enormous success.  There are 3 new Program Leaders who have agreed to teach next fall.  The number of programs this spring is lower than we would like, especially during the week.  Program committee asks that all board members look for members who might want to teach a class.  Discussion about program leaders vs. one-time presenters and requirements for membership.  This discussion will continue.  Also discussed was the intention of the Program Committee to honor the Program Leaders with a thank you celebration.  Deborah suggested we reach out to the Sac State Retired Faculty and Staff Association to solicit new presenters from former faculty.  
· Membership – Susan Wheeler – See report.  (a request was made to include membership numbers broken down by demographic information and Susan agreed.  Social event information will be included in Weekly Updates.  She will receive information on non-members who attended the Peter, Paul and Mary concert for follow-up regarding joining Renaissance Society.   A new member has suggestions to improve information on how to join Renaissance Society and register for classes.  Susan to connect him to Kevin Collins.  Susan is working to develop relationships with AARP, get Renaissance Society information to their local members, and highlight AARP events in Renaissance Society materials.  Membership Committee is working on nominations for this year’s Warren Bonta Diversity & Inclusion Award.
· Forum – Barbara Ray – There is one open spot to be filled on March 20.  Several potential speakers are being considered.  Blues on the Greens is scheduled for April 17 and will include students and faculty involvement as well as RS members.
· Volunteer – Carol Barake – Carol will recruit a couple volunteers to help Sandy at the Help Desk on 2/6.  This will be the only date this semester. 
· Finance and Administration - no further reports.  
· Nominating – Norv Wellsfry – there are applications for the Secretary position and 4 MALs with another expected.   There are no applications for Vice-President or President yet.  The due date is February 15.  
· New or Urgent Business 
· Special Funds sub-committee – Deanna has meet with each of the individuals in Public Policy, Women’s Studies, and Poly Sci regarding use of the special funds.  Each has agreed to meet with Renaissance as a sub-committee.  Susan Wheeler and Jackie Lamb volunteered to be involved with Deanna.
· Space availability on campus – other options are being discussed.  An issue will be the cost of using off-campus locations.  Various ideas were presented including the various libraries, where several classes are being held now with Diana Gin’s assistance.
· Saturday classes – the possibility was discussed.  A survey of new members in the fall resulted in 75% of those surveyed being interested in Saturday classes.  Our parking permits are valid on Saturdays but there is a fee for classroom use on Saturdays since regular cleaning staff are not available.
· Potential committee restructuring idea – Deanna broached the idea of forming an “events” committee.  At present, Membership, Program and Forum are planning events and it is resulting in overlapping work.  Susan Wheeler will broach this with the “social committee.”
· Reminder that members can bring guests two times to in-person classes as a means of recruiting.  Of course, this must be monitored especially when classrooms are nearly full.
· Discussion of Cook’s Tour relationship with RS – Cook’s Tour has developed their own website to manage the many events they schedule.  They have their own mailing list which has been built by Cook’s Tour over the years.  They will use the liability waiver for group activities out of town.  They were not listed in the spring catalog because Maryellen was on an extensive trip and did not get information to Lorene on time.  They will be listed for Fall Semester.  We are publishing information in the Weekly Update and the Recorder as timing permits.  Cook’s Tour participants are mostly Renaissance members, but it is also an excellent source for recruiting new members.  There is no issue with Cook’s Tour continuing to be considered part of Renaissance as it always has been.
· Key Dates
· Classes Begin – Monday, February 2
· Bring donations for Basic Needs Center to Friday Forum, February 6
· First Friday Pizza, February 6
· River City Brewing Company, 6241 Fair Oaks Blvd. Happy Hour, February 11, 3:00-6:00
· Second Friday New Member Pizza – February 13
· RS Social, Friday, February 20, 5:00 – Oak Park Brewing Company 3514 Broadway (optional dinner at Fixins)

 Adjourned at 12:09 PM
Next Board of Directors Meeting:   Monday, March 2, 2026, 10:00 AM, Clara Auditorium
