RENAISSANCE SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Minutes from Monday, March 2, 2026, 10:00
Clara Studios, 2420 N Street, Auditorium
	Officers
	Present
	Members at Large
	Present

	President, Deanna Hanson
	X
	Richard Atkinson
	X

	Vice President, Jackie Lamb 
	Zoom
	Kevin Collins
	X

	Secretary Susan Brackenhoff
	X
	Marian Sheppard
	X

	Controller, Dave Ferguson
	X
	Janet Heath
	X

	Asst. Controller, Thom Gilbert
	X
	Mahnaz Khazari
	X

	Past President, Deborah Seiler
	x
	Bob Silva
	X


  
	Committee Chairs
	Present
	
	Present

	Communications & Marketing: Richard Atkinson
	X
	Program Chair: Jackie Lamb  
	Zoom

	Finance & Administration: Dave Ferguson
Asst. Controller Thom Gilbert
	X

X
	Resource Development Chair: Mike Pidd
	X

	Forum Chair:  Barbara Ray
	X
	Scholarship Chair: Sue McGinty
	X

	Volunteer Services Chair:  Carol Barake
	
	Nominating Chair:  
Norv Wellsfry
	

	Membership Co-Chairs: Susan Wheeler, Michael Blixt
	X
x
	Tech Co-Chairs Kevin Collins, Tom Nelson
	X
X



	Liaisons/Guests
	Present
	
	Present

	Dr. David Lang, Liaison
	X
	
	

	Weekly Update/Constant Contact: Hollis Kulwin, Teri Stone, Loretta Burdeaux
	
	Website: Jennifer Kerr
Facebook: Kathy Hart
	

	Recorder, Carolyn Monson
	x
	Office Manager: Amber Korb
	x

	Senior Clerk, Program/Catalog Coordinator:  Lorene Sarne
	
	Clerk:  Sandy Ward
	

	
	
	
	



Call to Order –
 President Deanna Hanson called the meeting to order at the Clara Studio Auditorium at 10:05 am.  SSIS Dean David Lang, our new Sac State liaison, was given a warm welcome. Mike Blixt was also welcomed as the new Membership Committee Co-Chair. 
Approval of February 2, 2026 minutes – Motion to approve the February 2, 2026 minutes was made by Deborah and seconded by Janet. Motion carried. 
President’s Welcome -Deanna had a very busy month meeting with a number of Sac State Deans to discuss the importance of RS on campus and discuss how our members might be involved as volunteers, mentors, tutors and/or collaborators.
Sac State Update, Welcome - Dr. David Lang, newly appointed SSIS liaison to RS, introduced himself and gave assurances that he is interested in our programs and in assisting our operations. Dean Lang complimented RS on our interdisciplinary program schedule. He has recently been assigned as Dean of the SSIS. He outlined his vision to be more proactive in promoting the Sac State Social Science and Interdisciplinary Studies programs.  He shared his delight that his mother is involved as a senior in versions of Broadway shows performances and that perhaps there may be an interest in a similar opportunity at Sac State.  
Reports
Secretary - Susan Brackenhoff sadly reported the death of three RS members:  Bob Benedetti was very involved with RS serving many years on the RS Board and as program leader.  Paul Micheli taught extremely popular courses on ancient civilization.  Susan Leber served as the RS Board Treasurer for several years.
Controller – Dave Ferguson gave a very thorough presentation on the RS budget, answering any and all questions from the Board.  Deanna thanked him for his continued diligence.
Office Manager Amber Korb- circulated a copy of the completed Annual Report. RS has applied for partnership with Senior Planet - an AARP program that offers teacher training for technology at no cost which can hopefully apply to Program Leaders.
Committee Reports by Committee Chairs and Discussion
Finance and Administration Budget Discussion – Dave Ferguson and Thom Gilbert- outlined the budget process for the upcoming year, setting April 17th as the deadline for submissions. Budget forms will be sent out later in the week and will follow a similar format to the previous year. Dave outlined plans to review committee expenses and prepare a budget that aligns revenue expectations with the Finance Committee.  We would like to approve the final budget at the May board meeting. If needed, a committee may request additional funds. Dave presented the fiscal goals and budget for the upcoming year, setting a target of $231,500 in revenue, which is similar to the current year's performance. He explained that most expenses are fixed, with approximately 90% of revenues coming from memberships and the remaining 10% coming from the Give Something Extra program. 
Technology – Tom Nelson/Kevin Collins – Kevin discussed the status of tech support for program leaders, noting that while initial issues have been resolved, there are ongoing challenges with audio technology in certain campus rooms, particularly in the Forum room where microphone volume cannot be adequately increased. Kevin proposed involving 5-6 student volunteers in tech hosting roles, focusing on large full-semester programs. Kevin and Tom continue to help program leaders with tech problems.
Scholarship – Sue McGinty - The final date for submitting applications is March 2, 2026.  The Scholarship Committee has begun reviewing applications.  Additional applications will be downloaded tonight (3/2/26).  Sue will submit a budget request for the purpose of honoring recipients at lunch.  Creating a database to track scholarship recipients to maintain connections with them over the years is difficult because of privacy concerns and because email addresses are campus emails.  Amber suggested offering them an honorary Renaissance membership at graduation which would allow us to capture other contact information.
Forum – Barbara Ray reported that the 2026 Fall Forum schedule is complete.  The committee is working on the Spring Forum programs. The Blues on the Green event is scheduled for Friday, April 17 on campus.  It will feature both music students and Sacramento Blues Society professional musicians.
Resource Development – Mike Pidd discussed the Give Sac State Day on March 4 and 5. The goal is to raise $16,000 for the RS Endowment, asking every member to donate at least $10.  Deborah offered to match up to $5,000 in donations if we receive 50 donations of at least $10 each. 
Communications & Marketing – Rick Atkinson- pleased to announce that Teri Stone is willing to help as Webmaster. Rick will send a meeting link to Teri for the Technology Committee. Rick asked for feedback on the size of graphics in the Weekly Update.
Nominating – Norv Wellsfry- Deborah reported that interviews for Board positions will begin this week.  There have been no applications for Vice President. 
Volunteer Services – Carol Barake- See monthly Report
Membership – Susan Wheeler/Mike Blixt- Susan thanked Mike for becoming Co-Chair.  Deborah moved and Sue seconded that the 2026 Warren Bonta Diversity and Inclusion Award be given to Darryl Freeman. Motion passed. There is now a RS collapsable banner available for tabling events. Susan continues to email people who sign up at tabling events. See monthly report. 
Program – Jackie Lamb (from monthly report) The committee is working on further consideration of: 1. How to recruit more Program Leaders 2. Planning to offer Saturday classes as one way to address the space problem 3. Researching past popular classes to see if the former PL will offer their curriculum to a new leader and/or mentor the new leader.4. Examine using a pilot project to offer the Record only option to assess whether to offer this option in the future. 5. Planning the Program Leaders Workshop in April. Working with CSUS Teaching and Learning Center for presentation.6. Planning a recognition event for all PL’s who taught classes during 2025/26.- not to include one-time presenters.
New or Urgent Business
· Feedback from campus meetings – Deanna has been meeting with various Deans and other department leaders.  They have been very positive.  Sac State is very pleased RS is on campus and looks forward to working with us as volunteers and partners.
· Volunteer Opportunities Dean Francis said there may be potential to host senior citizens from other countries in the future.  More to come.
· Update on classroom issues – Classical music, other? Deanna reported on challenges with the classical music class, which has only 45-49 participants because it is held in a room that's too small for the demand. She discussed potential solutions including finding a larger room or setting up equipment for remote participation.
· Special funds committee (Deborah, Deanna, Susan W, Jackie)- The committee will meet soon to begin discussing a project that will feature democracy or women’s studies. 
· Results from new member survey- The results from the new member survey sent out by Janet are now available. This is a valuable tool for recruiting volunteers for committees.
· Progress on MOU - Deanna discussed progress on an MOU with the university, noting that while significant work has been done, the final structure remains uncertain. Although the current MOU expires on July 1, an extension could be granted.  
· Committee Descriptions -   Deanna is requesting committee chairs to submit an updated committee description.
Key Dates
· March 15 – Committee Chairs Review and Update Descriptions, Meeting Dates, Members
· First Friday Pizza, March 7
· Friday 13th -- New Member Dinner: 3-7pm, Lefty's Tap Room, 5610 Elvas Avenue, 95819 (all members welcome)
· Tuesday, 17th -- RS Social, St. Patrick’s Day celebration: 4-8pm, O’Mally’s, 1109 2nd St, Old Sac., 95814 (all members welcome)
· Executive Committee Meeting, March 30, 3:00 PM

Adjourn      Kevin made the motion seconded by Dave to adjourn at 12:18. Motion carried.          



 Next Board of Directors Meeting:   Monday, April 6, 2026, 10:00 AM, Zoom (Clara is unavailable)

