RENAISSANCE SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES
Monday, September 8, 2025, 10 am
Clara Studios, 2420 N Street, Auditorium
Zoom: https://csus.zoom.us/j/84682018310
	Officers
	Present
	Members at Large
	Present

	President, Deanna Hanson
	X
	Richard Atkinson
	

	Vice President, Ralph Paladino
	X
	Kevin Collins
	x

	Secretary, Susan Brackenhoff
	X
	Marian Sheppard
	x

	Controller, Dave Ferguson
	
	Janet Heath
	X

	Asst. Controller, Thom Gilbert
	X
	Jackie Lamb
	X

	Past President, Deborah Seiler
	X
	Bob Silva
	x


  
	Committee Chairs
	Present
	
	Present

	Communications & Marketing Richard Atkinson 
Co-chair (none)
	
	Program Co-chairs:  Ralph Paladino, Jackie Lamb  
	X
X

	Finance & Administration Dave Ferguson
Asst. Controller Thom Gilbert
	

X
	Resource Dev. Mike Pidd
Co-Chair (none)
	X

	Forum (vacant)
	
	Scholarship Laurye Brownfield
	

	Forum Co-Chair 

	
	Scholarship Co-Chair Sue McGinty
	X

	Membership Susan Wheeler
	X
	Tech Co-Chair Kevin Collins
	x

	Membership Co-Chair (vacant)
	
	Tech Co-Chair Tom Nelson
	x

	Nominating (Vacant)
Co-chair (none)
	
	Volunteer Services Carol Barake
Co-chair (none)
	x



	Liaisons/Guests
	Present
	
	Present

	Sac State Liaison, College of SSIS, Marya Endriga, Interim Dean
	X
	Weekly Update: Hollis Kulwin
	

	Weekly Update/Constant Contact: Loretta Burdeaux
	
	Website: Jennifer Kerr
	

	Recorder Carolyn Monson
	X
	Office Manager Amber Korb
	x

	Senior Clerk Lorene Sarne
	x
	Board Liaison: Diana Gin 
	

	Facebook Update
Kathy Hart
	
	
	



1. Call to Order- President Deanna Hanson opened the meeting at 10:00 am at the Clara Studios Auditorium.                            
2. Approval of August 4, 2025, minutes – Minutes were approved after a small change made by Deanna. 
3. President’s Welcome - Welcome Thom Gilbert – Deanna welcomed Thom to the RS Board.  He will serve as Assistant Controller with Controller Dave Ferguson. Enrollment Numbers have increased to 1,525 members with 305 new members. The numbers are greater than at the same time last year. A thank you was expressed to Maryellen Burns for stepping in at the last minute to deliver the incredible Forum presentation about the history of Sac State lifelong learning dating back to 1968.  Maryellen is a valuable Renaissance Society member and presenter even on short notice. Deanna met with the Community Engagement Center to discuss possible use of interns for our programs.  Deanna, Thom, Ralph and Dave will meet with Sac State officials to begin discussion of our MOU status.  
Almost $1000 was collected on Friday in the ASI envelopes.
A Channel 10 film crew was filming on campus today for a news segment featuring Renaissance. It is expected to be a 3–5-minute piece highlighting the organization's activities. The airing date will be announced later.
4. Sac State Update: Marya Endriga, Interim Dean of the College of SSIS -
Sac State enrollment reached over 31,000 students, though headcount alone may not significantly improve the budget situation because some students not taking full-time equivalent (FTES) units. The college/university is working to address an overall deficit while maintaining essential operations.  Dr. Endriga is planning to host a scaled-down social gathering on September 24th instead of a formal SSIS event for the departments and centers. A new chair for Gerontology has been announced – Catheryn Koss.  Dr. Endriga noted the passing of Dr. Martin Boston, a rising star in the Pan-African Studies concentration within the Ethnic Studies Department. Sac State is focused on generating new revenue streams, including potential partnerships with community organizations and clinics. The Native American College will open this month. There has been no ICE activity in her college to her knowledge.  Many students make use of the ASI Food Pantry and the assistance from RS is greatly appreciated.
5. Reports
Secretary Susan Brackenhoff _- Two RS members passed away since our last meeting.  Dr. David Battin died Aug 8, 2025 from a sudden heart attack.  He was active in RS with the Adventurers and the Cook’s Tour.  Celebration of Life will be held at his son Matt’s home on Sept 20 at 4 pm. Doanld Cole died at the end of August 2025. His obituary’s list of memorial donations included the Renaissance Society.  Condolences were sent to wife Verna and family.
Controller: Dave Ferguson – In Dave’s absence. Thom referred to Dave’s written monthly report. Thom, a retired CPA, is new to this office and will be reporting in the future. 
Office Manager: Amber Korb – The RS office is experiencing the usual first week of classes calls. There are multiple new leaders on campus making it cumbersome to find answers to operational questions.  Hopefully, RS will be able to take payments through Eventbrite. 
6. Decisions and Discussion
· Forum Committee as a sub-committee of Program - The Forum Committee will continue as a separate committee from the Program Committee.  Anne Rewell and Linda Cassady have been doing great work as committee members.  A committee chair is needed. 
· Kevin Collins appointed MAL – Kevin was appointed to serve as Member-At-Large.
7. Committee Reports by Committee Chairs and discussion: what help do you need?
· Volunteer Services – Carol Barake -Carol reported on several volunteer initiatives, including a current food pantry surge where 10 of 40 thirty-minute shifts needed to be filled using the new volunteer portal system for sign-ups. There are 30 new volunteers who will begin ASI training next week. The food pantry has a new assistant manager who will conduct training. Carol also discussed upcoming events including the Friends Giving Feast around Thanksgiving. All the gerontology mentor positions have been filled for this semester. Recruiting for Spring mentors will begin earlier than in the past.  
· Communications and Marketing –Rick Atkinson – See report. There is a search going on for a volunteer proficient using the Canva program. Susan W may have a lead for this. 
· Finance and Administration – Dave Ferguson – See Report.
· Forum Update - Deanna Hanson- Only one opening remains for Spring Forums.
· Membership – Susan Wheeler – The Dreamers Center will have Open House on November 20. The committee is examining the survey results.  Deanna highlighted the importance of wearing name badges and Susan W will be submitting an article concerning this to the Recorder. She noted that Renaissance has received donations to offer five tuition assistance grants. The group discussed technical issues with the website and program registration. Deanna emphasized the need to continue focusing on basic improvements.
· Partnership Updates – Deanna Hanson - The newest addition to our partner list is Celebration Arts.
Our RS members will receive a discount. 
· Program – Ralph Paladino/Jackie Lamb Deanna discussed the challenges of limited enrollment programs and accessibility issues for members, particularly those with mobility concerns. The group also addressed the requirement for program leaders to be Renaissance Society members, with Deanna noting the need to balance this with the desire to attract volunteer leaders. There was discussion about the upcoming summer program planning and the need to clarify its purpose and goals. Jackie opened the question about whether the summer series should be open to nonmembers.  Susan B made a motion to continue inviting nonmembers to our summer programs. Susan W seconded it, motion passed. Deanna discussed the challenges of limited enrollment programs and accessibility issues for members, particularly those with mobility concerns. The group also addressed the requirement for program leaders to be Renaissance Society members, with Deanna noting the need to balance this with the desire to attract volunteer leaders.
· Resource Development – Mike Pidd - The scholarship endowment has reached $302,807, enough for four endowments. Special programs donations have increased by 21% to $5,364. Mike also discussed an upcoming “funraising” tailgate event at a Sacramento State football game on September 27th. At this time, 27 tickets have been sold. RS will purchase space in a reserved area for $100. The monthly newsletter will thank donors and include a full donor list. The “Give Something Extra” has been very lucrative.  These dollars are for Special Programs done in conjunction and with approval from Sac State. 
· Scholarship – Sue McGinty/Laurye Brownfield -The committee will begin meeting soon.  Susan B is a new member of the Scholarship Committee along with two other new members. 
· Technology – Tom Nelson/Kevin Collins – See Report as mailed

8.  New or Urgent Business - Carolyn discussed the process for submitting newsletter articles, emphasizing that each article should be sent in a separate email with the correct month's folder and title. Deanna clarified that the Annual Report should be written by one person to maintain consistency.  RS VP Ralph Paladino will begin writing the Annual Report with help from Deborah Seiler.  Deanna encouraged committee members to think about their contributions for the upcoming report. She mentioned a local artist,  Deanna mentioned plans to form a nominating committee and suggested current or former board members would be good candidates.  RS needs to communicate the importance of identifying programs that require liability waivers for travel-related activities.  This will be covered during the Program Leaders Workshop

9. Key Dates
· Articles/information due for October Recorder – September 5
· Classes Begin – September 2
· First Friday Pizza – September 5
· New Member Pizza – September 12
· Presenters Workshop – September 27
· Renaissance tickets and tailgate for Sac State/Cal Poly Football game – September 27

10.  Adjourn   	Next Meeting:   Monday, October 6, 10:00 am, Clara Auditorium

