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OFFICE OF RESEARCH,  
INNOVATION, & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 

WHO WE ARE 

The Office of Research, Innovation, and 
Economic Development (ORIED), a unit 
of Academic Affairs, works to expand 
the research capacity of Sacramento 
State’s faculty, staff, and students. 
ORIED supports faculty seeking 
external funding for their research and 
scholarly activities, and on behalf of 
the University, submits grant and 
contract proposals.  In addition, this 
office is responsible for administering 
internal research funds and 
recognition programs and, as part of 
its research integrity and compliance 
functions, facilitates the Institutional 
Review Board (IRB), the Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee 
(IACUC), the Institutional Biosafety 
Committee (IBC), and superintends 
campus academic centers and 
institutes.  ORIED also provides 
support services to faculty with IP 
services as well as assisting external 
stakeholders in connecting with 
appropriate university specialists who 
can offer research and project 
development, business and technical 
expertise and assistance with talent 
creation and workforce development.  

For more information, please see 
https://www.csus.edu/experience/inno
vation creativity/oried/  

Research and Proposal Development (RPD)  
Assist faculty and staff seeking external support for their research and 

scholarly activities through services providing research proposal, narrative, 

application and budget development.  Work in conjunction with UEI 

Sponsored Programs Administration that manages the resulting awards. 

Innovation and Technology Transfer (ITT) 
Help protect faculty, staff and students’ intellectual property and optimize 

the flow of innovations to the community to serve the public good and to 

the marketplace to help generate revenue that supports future research 

activities. 

Economic Development (ED) 
Serve as a liaison through which the community and external partners can 

assess vast range of services, resources and expertise embedded in the 

Sacramento State campus. Assist with proposals for economic and 

workforce development related grants. 

Research Integrity and Compliance (RIC)  
Assist faculty, students, and staff with research compliance in the areas of 

human and animal subjects research, financial conflict of interest, 

responsible conduct of research, export controls, and data use and material 

transfer agreements. 

Student Research Center (SRC) 
Exists to broaden opportunities for students to collaborate with faculty on 

authentic research, scholarship, and creative activities. We focus on both 

undergraduate and graduate student research opportunities, deliver 

professionalization workshops and offer opportunities for research 

dissemination.    

USGS Cooperative Agreement Program 
Facilitates cooperative scientific research, educational development, and 

technological collaboration for solving environmental problems benefitting 

local communities, school systems, governmental agencies and the public. 
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research@csus.edu                   https://www.csus.edu/experience/innovation-creativity/oried/    (916) 278-6402 
 
 

Who’s Who in ORIED 
William DeGraffenreid, 
PhD 
Associate Vice President 
(Interim) 
degraff@csus.edu   

Kim Fischer 
Director, Research and 
Proposal Development 
(Interim) 
kimf@csus.edu  
 

Barbara Vong 
Research Operations 
Analyst 
vong@csus.edu 

Celina Vega 
Executive Assistant 
celina.vega@csus.edu 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Research Integrity & Compliance 
 

Leah Vargas 
Research Integrity and Compliance Officer 
leah.vargas@csus.edu 
 
Lisa Ostrouch  
IRB and Sponsored Research Specialist 
l.ostrouch@csus.edu 
 

Economic Development  
 

Sonya Lovine 
Economic Development Specialist 
lovinesd@csus.edu 

 
Student Research Center 
 

Vanessa Alejos 
Program Coordinator 
v.alejos@csus.edu 

 
USGS Cooperative Agreement & 
RCA Committee  

 

Jen Bannister 
Program Manager 

   Jennifer.bannister@csus.edu 

Research & Proposal Development  
Help faculty and staff develop competitive proposal 
and contract narratives through concept development 
and editorial support. 

 
Jill Shannon, PhD 
Senior Research Development Officer 
jill.shannon@csus.edu 
 
Rebecca Greene, PhD 
Research Development Officer 
rebecca.greene@csus.edu 
 
Nick Webster 
Proposal/Contract Development Officer 
n.webster@csus.edu 
 

Assist faculty and staff identify grant funding 
possibilities; complete proposal elements including 
budgets, supporting documents, and forms; and secure 
university approvals prior to submission. 
 

Sonya Lovine 
Senior Proposal Development Specialist 
(Interim) 
kimf@csus.edu 
 
Elizabeth Cabral 
Proposal Development Specialist 
elizabeth.m.cabral@csus.edu  
 

Develops and negotiates contracts with government 
agencies and private sector on behalf of faculty, 
centers, and institutes; and secures approvals.  
 

Angela Billings 
Proposal/Contract Development Specialist 
alorenzo@csus.edu 
 
Nick Webster 
Proposal/Contract Development Specialist 
n webster@csus edu 
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